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From the Vicar…… 
Unless the eye catch fire, God will not be seen. 
Unless the ear catch fire, God will not be heard. 
Unless the tongue catch fire,God will not be named. 
Unless the heart catch fire, God will not be loved. 
Unless the mind catch fire, God will not be known. 
 
So wrote the romantic poet William Blake in his 
poem “Pentecost”. 
 
I like fires.  And I like lighting fires – not in any 
illegal sense you understand.  We have an open fire 
in Vicarage sitting room which gives light and 
warmth and comfort in the winter.  And in the 
summer I have my garden fire which is necessary 
for disposing of the garden waste which a brown 
bin could ever contain.  That fire is a different 
matter entirely.  It’s large, it can be fierce, it is 
destructive and it could easily get out of hand and 
overwhelm the bottom of the garden and me!  And 
for a couple of days after it is smouldering and still 
dangerous. 
 
For early humankind fire may have been the most 
obvious indication of its supremacy over other 
species. Harnessing its power, and especially 
discovering how to kindle it for ourselves, may have 
seemed to give almost godlike status to humanity. 
Nevertheless, while fire was prized for supplying 
heat and light, as a means of cooking food and later 
for generating energy to drive machines, it was still 
obvious that it was dangerous and tricky — to be 
treated with enormous respect. However human 
beings tried to domesticate it, there was still a 
chance that it could escape our control and quite 
literally backfire on us.   
 
If we stop to think about it, the idea that the Holy 
Spirit first appeared like fire, enlightening the 
disciples, is quite unnerving. For, in a secret, 
enclosed location in Jerusalem, two of the most 
fickle and elusive elements known come together: 
fire and a strong wind. Unreasonable flame, and 
invisible, erratic currents of air. Materialising from 
nowhere, they rush over the apostles like waves, 
and something extraordinary happens to them: 
they can suddenly do things which they never could 
before.   So startling is their transformation that 
bystanders seek an explanation; in human terms, 
this simply isn’t possible. One minute these people 
are a demoralised remnant, the next they are 
leaders and preachers, visionaries and martyrs; 
skilled in communicating the gospel across the 
culture and language divide. Something is out of 
control, behaving as it ought not to: this is 
something we humans don’t like much.   

In the 1990s there was a British Gas advertising 
campaign to persuade the general public that gas 
was better than electricity. In the numerous 
versions celebrities such as Joanna Lumley and Bob 
Hoskins would snap their fingers and a blue flame 
would spring up at the end of their thumb: “Don’t 
you just love being in control?” was the slogan.  
 
I don’t know about you but I do love being in 
control and that can lead to all sorts of dangers that 
are a lot worse than my pyromania - I want to 
choose, I want to please myself in as many ways as 
possible. In the prevailing modern culture, the will 
of the individual is supreme. Even in our current 
lockdown we have seen numerous examples of 
those whose individual instinct has trumped the 
rules. God is becoming confined to smaller and 
smaller boxes, crammed into a shape and size that 
seeks to place God at our disposal, under our 
control. We might imagine that we are in command 
and we can easily forget that God has made us in 
God’s image and that God is not made in ours.   
 
Blake’s poem calls for our eyes, ears, tongues, 
hearts and minds to catch fire because only when 
we are lit by the spark of Spirit’s fire that God can 
be seen, heard, named, loved and known, by us 
and then through us by the world. 
 
We are called closer to the Spirit’s flame, to that fire 
which can give life and warmth and comfort, but 
which can also be fierce and hot, a little bit 
dangerous and difficult to control. 
 
I would like to suggest that it appears dangerous 
only because that divine spark may take away our 
control of events and turn us into something new: 
perhaps prophets, dreamers, or even visionaries. 
The tiniest spark or poke at the embers can enable 
us to do things we never believed we could.  
 
Each of us, with our various complementary gifts, 
we are the ones who, like the apostles before us, 
can, together, make God seen, heard, named, 
loved and known. 
 

Fr Darren 
 

From his homily for Keble College Chapel 
community on the Feast of Pentecost. 

 
The views expressed in this magazine are not  
necessarily those of the Editor or Sub Editor. 
No responsibility can be taken for advertising 
statements published. 

 



  

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
 

A letter from Home-Start Oxford, May 2020 

Dear St Andrews, 

As valued supporters of 

Home-Start Oxford, we 

thought you’d like to 

hear how we, and the 

families you help us to 

support are managing in 

these unprecedented 

times.   

We normally offer home-visiting support to 

vulnerable families with children under 5 and in the 

last year started groups.   

 

Our team of staff and 45 volunteers adapted swiftly, 

to continue the care and support we offer through 

regular phone and video calls, when lockdown 

began.  Unlike many charities, we have not 

furloughed staff.  Instead, we have 

increased capacity to help more young families.  

We have temporarily extended our service to 

support children up to 8, and are in touch more 

regularly than usual to provide a listening ear and 

important safety net for parents. 

 

 

 

The pandemic has created additional stresses for 

families, many of whom were already facing tough 

challenges.   We are finding that many of the single 

parents we are supporting have raised anxiety - 

particularly around what will happen to their babies 

if they, the lone parent, get ill. 

Others are facing loss of income, or financial 

uncertainty and we’re using our strong network and 

local connections to ensure those families are 

accessing hardship funds, food and baby banks.  

We support several families where children have 

additional needs or chronic illness.  Lock-down is 

proving especially difficult for them.  

 

Another mum has a serious health condition and 

needs lots of rest. We are helping her make plans 

so she can keep her children safe and occupied. In 

another supported family an estranged dad has 

moved back into the family home in order to help 

the young children get out of the flat to play, as 

mum’s illness severely limits her mobility. These 

parents are valuing someone who listens without 

judgement, and helps them problem-solve when 

they feel overwhelmed.  

Home-Start Oxford has over thirty years’ 

experience supporting families affected by 

hardship, mental health issues and domestic 

violence.  We know already that the number of 

families experiencing these issues will increase as 

the current crisis goes on.   

We are still taking on new referrals - like the mum 

who is struggling with two children in a flat with no 

outside space whilst dad, an essential worker, is 

absent all week.  Although there was no chance to 

introduce her volunteer in person before lock-down, 

the volunteer’s warmth and experience have meant 

they have built up a strong relationship by phone 

and are in touch almost every day.   

It is thanks to your support at St Andrew’s that we 

have been able to continue to make a real 

difference to struggling families when they need us 

most.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 

 



  

A Churchwarden’s Musings 
 

 
 
 
In my previous musings I hinted at the challenges 
my appointment presented and how they are of 
interest to me as I have grown into the role. Three 
of the many are outlined below. 
 
Perhaps the most challenging one is that of being 
an impartial and confidential witness, ready to listen 
when grumbles and issues arise within the 
congregation, and to exercise discretion and 
wisdom and tact in directing them(if at all) to the 
appropriate recipients. It does require a lot of care 
and it can go wrong! The interest resides in 
observing people and how they ‘’tick’’ which can be 
very revealing. This is especially so to a person, 
whom by nature, has been described as a little 
retiring, but has had to adapt to the circumstances 
encountered. A work still in progress! 
 
The second area I have found interesting is of 
support to the lectures and Lenten talks, either 
through my presence in helping with general 
attendance on the speakers, or by encouraging 
members of the congregation to attend, and 
informally reporting feed-back where appropriate. 
The subject matter espoused by the speakers can 
also be a challenge within a challenge given some 
of the academic content and the angle the speaker 
is coming from. The range is enormous, from social 
anthropology a few seasons ago to the last one on 
wedding blessings exploring the liturgical, 
doxological and ceremonial differences evident 
between the Christian churches .In these talks 
secular and religious issues have been aired which 
examine and sometimes confront the values we 
hold, and the eternal truths we as Christians believe 
in. The ripples from these talks often resonate 
afterwards in conversations with members of our 
church, with often surprising and unexpected views 
proffered from people whom one may have thought 
otherwise! 
 

My last challenge is merely a vocational one borne 
of lengthy service in architectural practice. It is 
keeping an eye on our lovely church buildings. Like 
most old structures the church requires much 
tender loving care on a regular basis to fend off 
serious ‘complaints’ .Early diagnosis and action is 
essential to limit damage and costly repairs and to 
this end I keep a constant watch on what is 
happening inside and outside the church envelope. 
 
There will always be issues. However, worship has 
taken place on the site of St Andrew’s for over 
1000years and will continue to do so, God-willing 
for many years to come, such is the soundness of 
the fabric and the strength of our Faith. 
 
As one can observe from the above, all three areas 
inter- relate in one way or another .It is why the 
position of churchwarden  is  an interesting and 
challenging one, and the charge of my being 
‘’brave’’ in taking it on in my case may now seem a 
little misplaced. 
 
God’s blessings to you all. 

Malcolm Nichols 
Churchwarden 

 

 

 

www.christianaid.org.uk 
 
I’m delighted to say that we have so far raised 
£1510 for Christian Aid Week.  
 
This is an impressive achievement given that we 
couldn’t undertake a house-to-house collection 
this year. Thank you so much to all who have 
given. Hopefully we’ll be able to raise more money 
through sponsorship later in the year. 
 
If you would still like to donate, please do so at 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/CAW2020  
 
Alternatively, you can send me a cheque made 
payable to Christian Aid at 3 
0 Mark Road, Headington, Oxford, OX3 8PA. 
 
Best wishes, 

Nigel Voak 
01865 750084 

 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.virginmoneygiving.com%2FCAW2020&data=02%7C01%7CNigel.Voak%40lexisnexis.co.uk%7C3e4de734455843ad3f0008d7e631acf6%7C9274ee3f94254109a27f9fb15c10675d%7C0%7C0%7C637230973350680145&sdata=WebBKr9pNMO20bxrjAGsQBQpJE%2BuISoSjQfmRCUsARI%3D&reserved=0


  

Notes from (a different) Organ Bench 
 

 
 
It seems sometime since my last notes – and what 
a strange time it has been for the church musician 
and for us all! 
 

We continue to be worshiping from home but we 
have been blest with some wonderful resources for 
Home Worship and although we are not able to 
enjoy being together, in church, I hope that you 
have enjoyed the musical moments that have been 
assembled for you and this has enabled you to be 
together in worship. It is a great delight to be able 
to spend time listening to all the possible YouTube 
options before selecting the ones for the Home 
Worship of the week. 
  

A couple of weeks ago, I selected organ music for 
the ‘voluntaries’ by Heinrich Scheidemann. 
Scheidemann (1595 – 1663) was a German 
organist and composer who concentrated almost 
exclusively on composing for the organ. Although 
he is, perhaps, less well known, he was an 
important forerunner of Dieterich Buxtehude (who 
was possibly a pupil of Scheidemann) and J S Bach 
and more of his organ music survives than for any 
other composer of the time. Scheidemann was from 
Holstein and studied with Sweelinck in Amsterdam 
before spending over 30 years as the organist at 
the Catharinenkirche in Hamburg. His lasting 
contribution to the organ literature, and to Baroque 
music in general, was in his settings of Lutheran 
chorales, which were of three general types: cantus 
firmus chorale arrangements, which were an early 
type of chorale prelude; "monodic" chorale 
arrangements, which imitated the current style of 
monody—a vocal solo over basso continuo—but for 
solo organ; and elaborate chorale fantasias, which 
were a new invention, founded on the keyboard 
style of Sweelinck but using the full resources of the 
developing German Baroque organ. Sadly he died 
during an outbreak of the plague! 
 

Since my last ‘notes’ I have continued to play 
through the Sunday Worship at home: the 
voluntaries, hymns, psalm and every part of our 
‘normal’ liturgy. It keeps me ‘fresh’ and, importantly, 
keeps a rhythm in my life that flows with the church 
year; its colours and its themes. 

In my notes last time I left you hanging at the 
moment that I joined the choir of Canterbury 
Cathedral. I remember the day of my voice trial – 
Saturday 4th November 1961. Allan Wicks, 
previously Organist and Choirmaster at Manchester 
Cathedral, had just been appointed to the post at 
Canterbury in succession to Sidney Campbell (who 
had moved to St George’s’ Chapel, Windsor) 
conducted the voice trial and I sang the hymn 
‘Christ is may the sure foundation’ to the 
wonderfully uplifting tune ‘Westminster Abbey’. 
That, and my ability to read a collect at sight and 
satisfactorily pass a simply mathematical 
examination was enough to satisfy the powers that 
be that I should be accepted.  
 

What an education it turned out to be! The life of a 
chorister is a busy one: up early for instrumental 
practice before breakfast, choir rehearsal at 08.30 
every morning, a full day of lessons, another choir 
rehearsal and evensong at 17.30, followed by 
supper, prep, more instrumental practice and bed. 
There was not much time to be lost or bored!  
 

Several features of the education stick with me – 
and it was an education: we were not just ‘taught’ in 
preparation for an exam as many are today. I 
remember the books that were read to us every 
night in the dormitory prior to lights out and the 
Head Master having the borders sitting around the 
fire in his study while he sat in a high-backed chair 
reading to us on a Sunday afternoon. There was no 
television to speak of in those days! 
 

But it was in the Cathedral, with the inspirational 
Allan Wicks, that my musical education was 
fashioned and music came alive. Choir practices 
were exciting, thrilling even. The rise and fall of a 
musical phrase demonstrated perfectly as a large 
copy of Hymns Ancient and Modern was ‘lobbed’ 
from Decani to Cantoris: the exuberance of a 
musical entrance became unforgettable as our 
conductor leapt for the Lectern: the importance of 
spontaneity in music exemplified one day when the 
anthem (a new one for the choir) was sight-read 
and sung for the first time during Evensong! But it 
wasn’t just the anthems and settings of the 
Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis that were important to 
Allan, every word of every psalm came alive and 
had to be heard and have their meaning conveyed.  
 

“Tell the story”, he’d enthuse - Allan loved the 
words. As he would say, “Well, you see, I read 
English when I was at Oxford.” Allan was Organ 
Scholar at Christ Church from 1941 – 1946 
(interrupted by time in the 14th Punjab Regiment) 
when Thomas Armstrong was the Cathedral 
Organist. 
 



  

But it wasn’t just the music. Allan was aware of the 
theatre of a cathedral service. The most important 
thing was ‘the entrance’. No shuffling, sway or 
lolling along the aisles was permitted – processing 
in straight lines with head held high was important. 
“The congregation will have formed their opinion of 
the choir before you sing a note!” And the most 
important note to Allan was the first notes of the first 
phrase of the opening responses at evensong – 
‘And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise’. “It’s the 
first thing they’ll hear you sing, you see!” 
 

So, until we can show forth thy praise, together, in 
our church building, I’ll conclude with words taken 
from my voice trial hymn: 
Here vouchsafe to all thy servants 
Gifts of grace by prayer to gain; 
Here to have and hold for ever, 
Those good things their prayers obtain, 
And hereafter, in thy glory, 
With the blessèd ones to reign. 
 

In a while we will, ‘In exultant jubilation pour 
perpetual melody’, but in the meantime please take 
care, stay safe and I hope you continue to enjoy the 
musical resources for our Home Worship. 
 

My best wishes to you all.  
Richard Bennett 

Director of Music 

 
 

UPDATE ON 
THE MATHIESON MUSIC SCHOOL, 

KOLKATA 
 

THE DEVASTATING EFFECTS OF 
CORONAVIRUS AND CYCLONE 

 
Coronavirus is a global pandemic; so it should 
come as no surprise to learn that in other countries 
across the world it has also had devastating effects, 
some of which make our hardships in the UK (bad 
as they are for many people) look mild by 
comparison. 
 

India – surprisingly, given the crowded conditions 
and poverty in which so many people live – has had 
far fewer cases than the UK, and at the time of 
writing ‘only’ 3720 deaths out of a far bigger 
population than ours. Part of this is due to the early 
lockdown in many states; but this has caused mass 
unemployment and severe shortages of food and 
medicines. Initially Prime Minister Modi promised 
that local governments would offer food aid to 
everyone in need, but sadly that has not been 
realised in many areas. 
 

This has applied to the majority of the families of the 
pupils at the Mathieson Music School in Kolkata 
(where we were for ten days in January – see The 
Norman Arch, April issue). The children were all 
required to be sent home at the start of lockdown 
on 23 March; and within days it became apparent 
to the staff and trustees that many of their families, 
who already live in considerable poverty, were now 
in much greater need with the extra mouths to feed 
and loss of what little income they may have had. 
Due to the generosity of supporters of the 
Mathieson School in countries such as the UK, 
USA, and Australia, sufficient money was raised in 
just a few days to buy large quantities of basic 
staple foods. A few essential staff had been allowed 
to remain at the school, and they then made up food 
packs for the children and their families. So far two 
deliveries have been made to each family, and we 
quote briefly from the Headmaster’s reports. 
 

5 April  
“Early in the morning on April 5—Palm Sunday--our 
team of Mathieson staff heroes set out on motor 
bikes with a small truck they loaded with several 
kilos of rice, dal, soya beans, sugar, flour, puffed 
rice and soaps. 
All of these brave staff members were educated at 
MMS themselves. They took to the roads, travelling 
to remote villages throughout West Bengal. John 
Ashis, Sairul Molla, Suraj Douli, and Projesh Dhari 
worked closely with police and government 
authorities, navigating security road blocks as they 
made their way along the rural roads and narrow 
footpaths. Fortunately, officials allowed them 
through to deliver food to our lovely, needy 
children…… 
All MMS staff returned safely to the school around 
6:00 p.m. after nearly 12 gruelling hours of 
travelling and bringing food to students in need. Our 
heartfelt thanks to all of our staff heroes and to all 
of the kind people around the world who have 
supported this effort and made these deliveries 
possible.” 
 

           
Rural village food delivery 



  

 
A simple village house 

 

19 April  
“Emergency Food Delivery Update: conditions are 
critical for our vulnerable students at MMS. Deputy 
headmaster John Ashis Mondal reports that most of 
the boys and girls are suffering from lack of food. 
Many are down to the last of their supplies. Some 
are at the point of drinking the starch from water 
once used to boil rice to survive. It is vital that we 
provide another food delivery as soon as possible. 
Without this delivery, our students and their families 
risk starvation.” 
 

20 April  
“After 13 hours on the road, our team has returned 
safely from today’s food delivery. They were able to 
reach 54 of our students with enough supplies to 
keep them fed in the coming month. The team will 
be on the road again early tomorrow morning to 
continue deliveries. Thanks to the hard work and 
bravery of these heroic staff members, and through 
the support of our friends around the world, we will 
make sure our students and their families have the 
food they need”. 
 

We have a longer version of this report which 
highlights just how brave these 4 young men are; 
unlike the first delivery trip on 5 April, this one was 
much more fraught as many of the villages had 
been barricaded off by their ‘elders’ to protect the 
residents from outsiders. The MMS staff were able 
to deliver the food to families by asking them to 
come to the perimeter of the village to receive the 
packages. However, the staff had to face down 
other villagers who wanted food – they had 
received little or no aid from the Government and 
not surprisingly were very desperate. Fortunately 
there was no violence, but there could have been. 
Apart from the difficulties caused to the families, a 
further blow came to the founder of the school, our 
friend Anup Kumar Biswas. He let us know on the 
13th May that due to the coronavirus restrictions, all 
of his concerts and fund-raising activities have been 
cancelled until February 2021 (he raises a 
considerable part of the money for the school by 
giving cello recitals, often with other musicians on 

both Western and Indian instruments). As he also 
makes his own living through music-making and 
giving cello lessons this has been a very difficult 
time for him. 
 

Anup and his Mathieson School staff have done 
amazingly well to try to stay positive and resilient in 
the face of all these challenges, but even they could 
not avoid their initial heartbreak when the latest 
blow struck them. The resident staff barricaded 
themselves into the main building, and the videos 
of the storm (sent to us after the event) showed us 
just how violent and frightening the wind was. The 
extract from their report, and selected pictures, 
show the devastation the school staff have had to 
deal with. 
 

22 May 2020 
“Super Cyclone Amphan hit The Mathieson Music 
School between Wednesday 20th May and 
Thursday 21st May 2020. 
The massive storm caused extensive damage to 
the school's electrical wiring, security cameras 
around the campus, and to our plantings & food 
gardens, including trees blown through our brick 
boundary wall. The net covering over an acre of the 
fish pond was destroyed. 
Roofs were blown off the kitchen, dining hall, offices 
and boys’ dormitory, which led to significant 
flooding and wind damage. 
Food was saturated. Our music library--so recently 
reorganized by our staff--is sodden. 
At the moment, we estimate there is about £25,000 
worth of cyclone-related damage to the campus of 
the Mathieson Music School. 
Fortunately, our whole staff is safe. As soon as it is 
safe to do so, our staff will begin travelling to the 
homes of our students to check on the children.” 

 

The roofless kitchen and dining hall 

Fallen trees’ damage to the perimeter wall 



  

Despite the dreadful damage the hard-working staff 
got on with the clear-up; these photos were taken 
within a day of the cyclone’s passing.  
 

 
 

Damaged roofing sections gathered together from 
around the site 

 

 
 

Scooping water out of the office 
 

 
 

Drying rice – the sacks being stored for the next 
food run were saturated 

            

 
Children’s bedding rolls and books laid out to dry 

We haven’t yet heard if the staff have managed to 
get to the rural villages to see how the families were 
affected, but what a blessing that the pupils were 
not sleeping at the school when their dormitory roof 
blew off. This school has been the life’s work of our 
friend Anup Biswas for over 26 years; so he, and 
his supporters around the world, are determined to 
do what they can to raise enough funds to get the 
campus up and running again. 
 

During lockdown, while Anup is unable to raise 
money through his concerts, he has been working 
with volunteers to update the Mathieson School 
website. But updated information can be seen on 
their Facebook site:- 
https://www.facebook.com/mathiesonmusicschool
kolkata 
 

Do also feel free to contact us if you would like 
further information on emc@proscenia.co.uk  
 

  Nicholas and Edith Coulton 

 
 

 
Art at St Andrew’s 2020 

 

 
 

A Virtual Festival! 
Amazing Art in wonderful places 

 
It has certainly been a very different Art at St 
Andrew’s from previous years! A festival online with 
an opportunity to see the work of artists from across 
our County, it has been a welcome task trying to 
keep up with it all!   
 

24 videos on YouTube, an ever changing ‘social 
wall’ and posts on all social media have been the 
daily backdrop to this year’s event. We will know in 
June / July the feedback from Oxfordshire Artweeks 
about the ‘success’ or otherwise of 2020.  
 

Thank you if you supported us and you can still 
catch up with the videos on the Oxfordshire 
Artweeks YouTube channel: 
Oxfordshire Artweeks YouTube Channel 
 

and go to the Artweeks home page to browse the 
catalogue and artist galleries – 
Oxfordshire Artweeks Home Page 
 

Just go to the link, press the Ctrl key and then click 
the ‘hand’!  

Julie Ifill 

https://www.facebook.com/mathiesonmusicschoolkolkata
https://www.facebook.com/mathiesonmusicschoolkolkata
mailto:emc@proscenia.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeUixUnKShJFwVuxkacC3FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeUixUnKShJFwVuxkacC3FQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeUixUnKShJFwVuxkacC3FQ
https://www.artweeks.org/


  

CHURCH GARDEN 
JUNE 

 

 
 

How many kinds of sweet flower grow, 
In Saint Andrews Churchyard garden? 

I’ll tell you now of some that I know, 
Those I miss you’ll surely pardon. 
Daffodils, heart’s ease and flox, 

Gentain, lupin and tall hollyhocks, 
Roses, foxgloves, snowdrops, 

blue forget-me-nots, 
In Saint Andrews Churchyard garden. 

 
This lovely old English song, which was also a 
Morris dancing tune, seems to sum up June’s 
flowers. The next 2 verses are about the insects 
and birds in the garden. The full lyrics can be found 
on the internet, and I think, although this is a 
traditional and old song, it is so in keeping with our 
current thinking about our relationship with nature.  
 

Most of the flowers can indeed be found in St 
Andrews Churchyard garden. The flowering trees 
and spring flowers are now over, but new plants are 
popping up to give a new show. I noted some very 
pretty irises, a yellow potentilla, geraniums, nepeta, 
lavender, fuchsia and several small perennials 
whose names I don’t know. The ‘wild flowers’ and 
flowering ‘weeds’, including comfrey and white 
nettles, are providing bountiful nectar and pollen for 
our hard-working insects. The hedgerows in Old 
Headington are full of cow parsley and elderflowers. 
Both of these are ‘umbels’, in other words have 
flower heads that resemble umbrellas! These are 
loved by bigger insects as they provide a good 
landing surface and have hundreds of tiny flowers. 
My Grandmother would have collected elderflowers 
to make a cordial, and she would make wine from 
both elderflowers (a flowery sweetish white) and 
from the berries (a soft red).  
 

The old lilac is shooting very strongly, a new white 
clematis is scrambling through the new growth and 
a red rose is flowering by the wall. I hope you are 
able to enjoy the peace and calm of the garden 
while the church remains closed. 
 

Gardening has been embraced by many more 
people during the last few months and hopefully 
they will continue. But things have been challenging 

– obtaining compost and seeds as well as disposal 
of garden waste. Again, it’s time to look to the past. 
The RHS have had more enquiries about 
composting than ever before. Suddenly, we are 
realising that composting doesn’t just help us 
dispose of garden and kitchen waste, but returns to 
the ground what we have taken from it.  
 

Composting is ‘carbon capture’ and helps improve 
the structure of both light and heavy soils. The 
humus (organic matter), ‘good’ bacteria and fungi 
that are contained in compost all help the soil 
sustain out plants and friendly invertebrates. But 
how can we do this in our small gardens without a 
smelly, messy corner? I use ‘hot bins’. These are 
polystyrene bins (made from recycled material) 
which convert raw materials to useable compost in 
6-8 weeks. In summer they reach temperatures of 
50 C, which is high enough to compost most kitchen 
waste, grass, leaves, soft prunings and all my 
waste paper and cardboard. This saves a lot of 
green and brown material filling up my garden 
waste and recycling bins.  
 

If you don’t want a big compost bin, you could dig a 
trench or a pit and simply fill it with garden waste 
and cover with soil. A refinement of this would be to 
make a hot bed, a technique used by the 
Huguenots who developed Market Gardening in the 
east end of London in the 18C. By spreading a thick 
layer of easy to decompose material e.g. grass, 
vegetable peelings and weeds, and then covering 
with soil, the heat generated allows the gardener to 
grow tender plants like tomatoes, courgettes, 
cucumbers and melons earlier in the season 
without artificial heat. Or just fill a trench and in a 
few weeks, enjoy a bumper crop of runner beans. 
 

Happy gardening! 
Jane 

jane.shepherd1955@gmail.com 
 

 
Mothers’ Union is responding to the current 
pandemic in various ways all over the world. 
 

Here are a few examples: 
Oxford diocese has a special link with several 
dioceses around the world including Kinshasa in 
DRC where, before COVID-19 had reached the 
country, Marthe Vida who is the Provincial 
President and Bishop Achille Mushindo (who I met 
about 5 years ago) held a meeting to encourage 
church leaders to engage in fighting COVID-19 in 
the area.  

mailto:jane.shepherd1955@gmail.com


  

They focused the meeting around the scriptures to 
emphasise responding with compassion and love, 
whilst highlighting the importance of ensuring that 
proper hygiene practices are followed and gave 
practical advice on how to do this. They were shown 
how to make masks and how to wash their hands 
(with specially created songs to help) and these 
skills have been demonstrated in local communities 
through makeshift stands on the streets. 
 

On Ascension Day members in South Africa visited 
isolated people and distributed "tea packs". Each 
pack had tea bags, sugar, milk and homemade 
scones. They have also been to pensioners pay 
points (designated places where a pension is payed 
in cash) to supply the elderly with masks and soap 
to wash their hands. 
 

 
 
In the U.K. members have been knitting little hearts 
which go to hospitals in pairs: one stays with the 
patient and the other is given to a family member 
because they can’t visit at the moment.  
 

 
 
In Oxford we have been knitting mini prayer shawls 
for the chaplains at the JR to distribute for some 
time. These are small squares with a cross knitted 
into it, which you can keep in your pocket - the 
knitter prays whilst knitting. If anyone would like one 
of these, please get in touch with me and I can send 
one to you. 

Alison Bennett  
01869 343760 

 

The Curate’s Column 
 

 
 
I’m guessing we’ve all had different experiences of 
the weeks spent in lockdown. Some may have been 
pleasantly surprised to have found time 
unexpectedly opening up: perhaps there’s been a 
chance to get things done in the house or garden, 
or to pick up a project or a new hobby. My mum, for 
example, has been dusting off some old jigsaws 
stored in the loft and gleefully sends me photos of 
them once they are completed. Less serenely, a 
friend of mine recently told me he has taken up the 
banjo (I’m glad I’m not his neighbour!) For others, 
the opposite has been true, and due to the 
challenges of work, family or other circumstances 
life has felt busier than ever before. That’s certainly 
been my experience, with the responsibility of 
looking after two children—and home-schooling 
thrown into the mix too! Or perhaps for you, 
lockdown has been associated with feelings of 
boredom or loneliness. These are strange times. 
And we all have different situations to deal with.  
 

But one opportunity we might all make time for 
during lockdown is to continue reading the Bible. 
Especially so when for the moment we cannot meet 
in church to hear it read corporately. 
 

Why should this be on our agendas at a time like 
this? Haven’t we got enough to think about? 
Christians believe that the Bible is the primary way 
we come to understand the truth about God. This is 
what Article VI of the Church of England calls the 
“sufficiency of holy Scripture”: we find in this book 
“all things necessary to salvation”. And so, for 
Christians, turning to Scripture should be our first 
instinct at a time like this. We echo what Job said: 
“I treasure the words of His mouth more than my 
daily bread” (Job 23:12). Like the children of Israel 
in the wilderness, we cherish “every word that 
comes from the mouth of the Lord” (Deuteronomy 
8:3)—a verse cited by Jesus when He found 
Himself in a time of great trial (Matthew 4:4). Here’s 
how Archbishop Cranmer put it in the Book of 
Homilies of 1547, “let us therefore apply ourselves, 
as far forth as we can have time and leisure, to 
know God’s word, by diligent hearing and reading 
thereof, as many as profess God, and have faith 
and trust in Him”. 



  

But it’s not easy, is it? If you’re anything like me, to 
open the Bible and begin to read can be 
challenging, and sometimes we end up feeling 
rather disorientated.  
 

So how do we get going and carry on? Here are 
some practical thoughts that may be useful at a time 
like this. 
 

First of all, plan to do it! Think about what time of 
the day would suit you best: first thing in the 
morning? At some point in the middle of the day? In 
the evening? What would suit your particular 
circumstances? Will you follow a lectionary of 
readings or some other programme? Don’t forget 
the various resources that are available on the St 
Andrew’s website, many of which are updated 
weekly. Find a place where you can be quiet and 
undisturbed if possible. Turn off the TV and phone. 
In my experience, it’s amazing how the day can 
disappear in tasks and activities if I don’t make the 
time to read the Bible. And once I do begin, it’s 
amazing how my mind can begin to wander if 
there’s something nearby to distract me.  
 

Second, make use of any resources you can. Do 
you have a Bible that is accessible and easy to 
read? Would it be helpful to have a study Bible with 
notes and references to aid your understanding, or 
would that more likely become a distraction? If you 
prefer listening, why not check out one of the many 
audio versions that are available; I highly 
recommend the mellifluous tones of David Suchet, 
whose “Bible in One Year” recordings are available 
on YouTube and Audible (on a free trial at the 
moment). Or if all you can manage is to pick up your 
phone in a brief moment of free time, then why not 
get a Bible app that will give you a structured 
programme of readings? There’s so much that’s out 
there, and most of it for free.  
 

Third, when you do open the Bible, think about 
where you are in its over-arching storyline. As a 
young Christian, I remember setting upon the noble 
task of reading Scripture from beginning to end. By 
the time I got to the book of Leviticus I’d given up—
I had no sense of where I was in the narrative. But 
the Bible is a single story, from Genesis to 
Revelation. And its plot all centres on one thing: the 
coming of the Lord Jesus into the world. In fact, as 
we’re told in the New Testament, “all God’s 
promises are ‘yes’ in Christ Jesus” (2 Corinthians 
1:20). So wherever you find yourself, from Exodus 
to the Psalms, or from the prophets to the letters of 
Paul, ask yourself this question: what is this 
passage teaching me about God’s plan of salvation 
for the world in Jesus? A few months ago we held 
a series of events at St Andrew’s entitled “God’s Big 
Picture” in which we explored finding our way 
around this storyline. 

But most of all, whenever you open the Bible, ask 
God to speak to you through it. “Open my eyes, that 
I may behold wonderful things from Your law”, says 
the Psalmist (Psalm 119:18). He will surely answer 
your prayer. Be ready to be challenged, for God’s 
word is “living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword” (Hebrews 4:12). And be ready to be 
amazed. For reading the Bible is not merely a task 
to complete or a duty to fulfil; it’s a life-changing 
opportunity to come close to the God of the whole 
universe and to understand His plans for us in 
Christ—yes, plans that are even greater than the 
turmoil and uncertainty that surrounds us all at the 
moment.  
 
So whatever our circumstances, my prayer is that 
“the word of Christ will dwell richly within us” 
(Colossians 3:16) during this period of lockdown.  
 
Blessed Lord,  
who hast caused all holy Scriptures  
to be written for our learning;  
Grant that we may in such wise hear them,  
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them,  
that by patience, and comfort of thy holy Word,  
we may embrace, and ever hold fast  
the blessed hope of everlasting life,  
which thou hast given us  
in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent 
 
Soli Deo gloria 

Fr Tim 
 

 
Thank you friends! 

 

 
 

On behalf of the churchwardens I would like to 
thank all those members of our congregation and 

clergy who have distributed liturgy to, and 
enquired as to the welfare of those who are ‘at 

risk’ in the lockdown.  
From the feedback received parishioners have 

been most appreciative of the support and 
fellowship demonstrated by the co-ordinated team 

effort.  Thanks also to Richard Bennett for the 
apposite music links he has selected for the liturgy 

each week. 
 

Malcolm Nichols 


