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From the Vicar…… 
 

Greetings as we prepare to resume public worship 
and gather again around the altar. 
 
Of course we will do so in accordance with 
guidance and advice from Her Majesty’s 
Government and her Bishops! 
 

The usual provision of Sunday materials on the 
website, on Facebook and by delivery will continue, 
as will the Church at Home services offered by the 
diocese – listen out for St Andrew’s contribution this 
week as we mark the birthday of the NHS 
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-
19/livestream/ 
 
Our usual weekly pattern of Eucharistic worship will 
resume on Sunday.  The Eucharist will be 
celebrated at 8am and 10am.  Social distancing and 
hygiene will be essential.   We have got very used 
to following instructions and if we do so in church 
we will all stay as safe as possible. 
 

Seats which may be used will be marked and 
churchwardens will help with this.   Please do not 
gather in groups as you enter and leave the church.   
 

At the 10am Parish Eucharist there will be organ 
music but no singing.  
 

Communion will be received in one kind as it was 
before the lockdown.  You will receive standing one 
at a time and no words will be said.  You should 
sanitise hands before and after (you may bring your 
own hand sanitiser or use what is provided in 
church).  
  

If it is your custom to receive a blessing this will be 
given in silence but the priest will make the sign of 
the cross. 
 

The wearing for face-coverings is voluntary but 
please feel free to do so. 
 

Service sheets will be provided as usual which you 
must take away.  Please do not leave them in 
church.  At 8am we will use our usual books and 
these will be quarantined for 48 hours after each 
use. 
 

If the weather allows the doors will be kept open to 
allow a through-flow of air and reduce the need to 
touch door handles. 
 
 
 
 

We warmly welcome our children and young people 
as they are part of the worshipping body of Christ. 
They must be supervised by parents or guardians 
at all times and appropriate hygiene precautions 
followed.  Activities will be provided in individual 
packs which they must take home. 
 
Using 2 metres social distancing St Andrew’s can 
accommodate approx. 45 individuals in church but 
this will vary depending on households and 
bubbles. If you can please let me know which 
service you are coming to, as that will help with 
planning, but it is not necessary to book a seat!  We 
will try to accommodate as many as we can within 
the guidelines, but please do not be offended if you 
are asked to attend another service.  If necessary 
we can add a further Sunday service at 12 noon.  
The Monday, Wednesday and Thursday services 
will be held in the nave to allow distancing and you 
may feel less anxious at one of these services.   
 
We move forward in faith and trust and in care for 
one another.  And with patience (this is new territory 
for us all). 
 
With my love and prayers, 

 

Fr Darren 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The views expressed in this magazine are not  
necessarily those of the Editor or Sub Editor. 
No responsibility can be taken for advertising 
statements published. 

 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/


  

JULY MISSION OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 

It’s been a tumultuous few months for Emmaus 
Oxford, as it has for all of us. Our store was closed 
between March and June 2020, and this meant our 
income dropped by over 50%. We reduced our 
services and focussed on providing 
accommodation, advice and support to our 28 
homeless companions.  
 
Whilst our store was closed we also looked for ways 
to stay active and useful. A team of companions 
and staff have been running a special project to 
deliver essential household items to people in self-
isolation across Oxfordshire. If you have seen our 
vans and companions out and about, this is what 
we’ve been doing. We helped 25 vulnerable 
households to stay home and stay safe between 
March and June 2020.  
 
We’re not stopping there. Next we are hoping to 
partner with other local homelessness charities to 
give homeless people moving out of hotels all the 
essential furniture they need to settle into a new 
home. It’s our hope that we can be part of a new 
start for people were rough sleeping or sofa surfing 
before COVID-19.  
 
It has been amazing to watch rough sleepers be 
given somewhere to stay during lockdown. We 
want to help make this moment one of lasting 
change for homeless people in Oxford.  
 
We’ll continue to adapt our work and to focus on 
supporting homeless people across Oxfordshire to 
build a better future.  
 
Our year in numbers 
• 38 formerly homeless people lived at 
Emmaus Oxford 
And of those people 
• 19 started work, training, education or 
volunteering 
• 9 moved into stable accommodation 
• 12 people achieved NVQs whilst working in 
our store 
• 7 people started housing applications or 
increased their skills in maintaining 
accommodation. 
 

Jacky Cole 

Churchwardens’ Musings 
 

 
 

Notes from lockdown 
 

I have been churchwarden for seven years and was 
fully intending to step down this year and Jane 
Shepherd was all prepared to take over. This plan 
has been derailed by the pandemic, of course, and 
the annual church meetings, scheduled for May, 
could not take place. The role of churchwarden is 
enshrined in law (at the Visitation Service we are 
enrolled each year by the Registrar of Oxford) and 
the only way to change this was for the Bishop of 
Oxford to sign a legal instrument delaying church 
meetings until at least October and extending the 
current churchwardens’ appointments. Or, as my 
daughter commented, “They want you to be 
churchwarden forever, Dad!” 
 

So I remain in post for now, but what is there to do 
when the church is closed and locked? Our duties 
include responsibility for the movable property of 
the church and the building (as mentioned in 
Malcolm’s notes in April’s magazine), but with the 
building locked there isn’t much to be done. We are 
also supposed to keep order during divine service. 
We do still have powers of arrest for that purpose, 
but I doubt whether any of St Andrew’s 
congregation are liable to start a fight!  
 
I did enter the church once to clear the food bank 
box. Otherwise my attentions have been limited to 
visiting the churchyard once or twice a week (by 
bike, so I could justify the trip as exercise) and 
walking round to make sure nothing had fallen off 
the structure and there were no signs of potential 
vandalism. Apart from righting a wheelie bin tipped 
over by the wind I have not needed to actually do 
anything. 
 

Recently things changed, of course, when the 
church became open for private prayer and I took 
my place on the midday disinfection rota once a 
week. My other role as an altar server has not been 
required as there have been no services, but that is 
now due to change and as I write this we are 
awaiting detailed instructions on how to bring 
worshipping congregations back under our roof. 



  

I have greatly enjoyed the privilege of being 
churchwarden for the last seven (and a bit) years, 
but I will be quite happy to relinquish the post in 
October (hopefully) and allow Jane to finally take 
over. I will keep serving at the altar, God willing, as 
long as I am able, which was my first role at St 
Andrew’s and the one I have always loved the most. 

 
Richard Gledhill 

 
Hope springs eternal 

 

Amidst all the sadness and tragedy of the current 
and persistent health emergency much has been 
said about the positive (and negative) effects 
isolation has brought. 
 

In my conversations with family, friends, and 
parishioners a number of themes are clear. The first 
and obvious one is the hope that a vaccine will soon 
bring an end to the isolation and carnage the virus 
has wrought. The second is the hope not to return 
to the past, but for a new order or deal for social 
justice and fairness, which broadly accords with the 
Beatitudes our Lord has espoused, and Bishop 
Steven’s call for us all to be more Christ-like. The 
third and unexpected result of lockdown has been 
the large witness of on-line church services locally, 
and nationally, indicating a possible re-awakening 
of interest  in matters spiritual, rather than  mere 
temporal. 
 

It would appear lockdown has offered many people 
the time to contemplate and re-evaluate extensively 
the human condition in relation to our earthly 
environment-God’s world, and our fellow citizens. A 
nascent yearning for change is evident. Family life 
has been affected. Acts of compassion have 
proliferated in diverse ways: help to those who are 
isolated, shielding, or in shelter; people have found 
new friends and neighbours; organisations have 
adapted famously to confront the common 
adversary. All key-workers without exception, from 
the NHS to refuse collectors have shown courage, 
and fortitude, often at great personal risk, to help 
others. 
 

On the negative side lockdown has also done great 
damage to relationships and family life, livelihoods, 
education, financial well-being and employment, 
the latent effects of which are only just beginning to 
emerge and will require thoughtful  consideration in 
mitigation.  
 

Although recent indicators point to a recidivist 
tendency there are some signs of hope that a 
kinder, more considerate world may emerge which 
will bring together people and nations in a 
concerted effort to blight injustice in all its forms. 
 

For us as parishioners and as a church we should 
all strive in whatever way we can to fulfil this aim, 
and in doing so with Bishop Steven’s appeal in mind 
for us to be contemplative, compassionate, and 
courageous. 

 
Malcolm Nichols 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
NHS 

 
The Bishop of Exeter writes, 
 
“The National Health Service came into being on 5 
July 1948. During post war reconstruction, 
improving the health care of the nation was seen as 
crucial to the nation’s recovery. Beveridge, the 
architect of the NHS, identified "five giants” that had 
to be slain: want, disease, squalor, ignorance and 
idleness. The cataclysm of war provided the 
stimulus for radical reform. It was a momentous 
achievement and, in spite of early professional 
resistance to some of the proposals, it was born of 
a national consensus: everybody wanted the new 
service to work. 
 
The NHS was based on principles unlike anything 
that had gone before. It was financed almost 
entirely from central taxation. That the rich paid 
more than the poor for comparable benefits was 
regarded as a crucial part of the scheme. 
 
Everyone was eligible for care, even people 
temporarily resident or visiting the country. People 
could be referred to any hospital, local or more 
distant. Care was free at the point of use, although 
prescription and dental charges were subsequently 
introduced. 
 
During the current pandemic, there has been 
immense national and local support for the NHS 
and its front line workers. The emergence of the 
Thursday ‘Clap for Carers’ was a significant 
experience in the lockdown. Thanksgiving binds 
communities together, turning “I” into “we”. The 
contribution of carers and key workers who have 
given of themselves sacrificially needs to be 
honoured. Sharing stories of people and events 
during the crisis is likely to form the kernel of any 
community celebration. Unsung heroes need to be 
applauded.” 
 
 
 



  

Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale 
 

 
 
The seven critical care Covid Hospitals have been 
named after Florence Nightingale, and a post Covid 
rehabilitation facility named after Mary Seacole, 
both prominent figures in nursing history and role 
models in the NHS. 
 
Mary Seacole was a pioneering nurse and heroine 
of the Crimean War, who as a woman of mixed race 
is today celebrated as an inspiration for the many 
BAME people who sustain our NHS. Born Mary 
Jane Grant in Kingston, Jamaica in 1805 to a 
Scottish soldier and Jamaican mother, Mary 
learned her nursing skills from her mother who kept 
a boarding house for invalid soldiers.  
She was an inveterate traveller and before her 
marriage to Edwin Seacole in 1836 visited other 
parts of the Caribbean, as well as Central America 
and Britain. On these trips, she complemented her 
knowledge of traditional medicine with European 
medical ideas. In 1854 Mary approached the War 
Office, asking to be sent as an army nurse to the 
Crimea. She was refused, but undaunted, funded 
her own trip to the Crimea where she established 
the ‘British Hotel’ near Balaclava for sick and 
convalescent officers. She also visited the 
battlefield, sometimes under fire, to nurse the 
wounded, and became known as ‘Mother Seacole’. 
 
Florence Nightingale was born in 1820 into a 
wealthy family. In the face of their opposition, she 
insisted that she wished to train in nursing. In 1853, 
she finally achieved her wish and headed her own 
private nursing institute in London. Her efforts at 
improving conditions for the wounded during the 
Crimean War won her great acclaim and she 
devoted the rest of her life to reforming nursing 
care. Her school at St Thomas’s Hospital became 
significant in helping to elevate nursing into a 
profession. 

 

 
 

Like everyone else, Mothers’ Union is having to find 
new ways of working. Most committees and Trustee 
meetings work well through Zoom, although I’m told 
that meeting with 60 or more other people is 
challenging! 
 
Prayer is fundamental to Mothers’ Union and we 
commit to praying for each other as well as local 
and world issues every day, ideally at noon. I know 
people who set an alarm on their watch or phone so 
that they don’t forget. Others reckon that every 60 
minutes it’s midday somewhere in the world so are 
happy to pray at other times. During this pandemic 
Mothers’ Union have been meeting every day to 
join in these prayers at midday UK time through the 
Mothers’ Union Facebook page.  
The platform allows you to write comments and 
‘speak’ to each other – it has been wonderful to see 
people joining in from all around the world. There 
was a special midday prayer service for ‘Black 
Lives Matter on 8th June. These midday prayers 
can also be heard on the ‘Daily Hope’ phone site 
that was set up by the Church of England for people 
who cannot access the internet. This FREEPHONE 
number 0800 804 8044 offers various other options 
for people to listen to, including hymns and 
reflections by pressing the right number on your 
handset (and if you get it wrong, at least you aren’t 
running up a huge phone bill!). 
 
We have also been holding services on line: for 
Lady Day (led by a member in Chichester); the Thy 
Kingdom Come Service usually held in Coventry 
Cathedral was led by many eminent people 
including the Archbishop of Canterbury and Bishop 
Emma Ineson (Bishop of Carlisle & the Mothers’ 
Union Central Chaplain) and most recently we held 
a service for Corpus Christi led by a member who 
lives in Canada – this was a very moving ‘Spiritual 
Communion’ based on a service written by Stephen 
Cottrell (the new Archbishop of York). These 
services have helped to keep the connections of 
members across the world in a very different way. 
Most of the services that I have mentioned can be 
found on our YouTube channel if you would like to 
dip into them. 
 
Our Outreach activities have not stopped either: 
many of you know that I am responsible for 
collecting toiletries for Ronald McDonald House at 
the JR. A new House has been built across behind 
Car Park 2a (at the end of Woodlands Road) which 



  

has 60 bedrooms, so the need for items has 
increased, even though the House will not be full for 
some time (to allow for social distancing). If you are 
having a clear out and find new mini-toiletries 
(soap, shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, body 
lotion, flannels, combs, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste) do think to donate them. They also 
have a need for dishwasher tablets/rinse aid and 
salt and general cleaning products. Do contact me 
if you would like me to collect anything. Members 
have been busy with their needles too: hundreds of 
scrub bags, face masks and scrubs have been 
given to hospitals and care homes round the 
diocese. I was told that some crafters ran out of 
elastic! There are some bookings for holidays for 
needy families in August which may or may not go 
ahead – but will be transferred to 2021 if they can’t 
go this year. 

 
Alison Bennett  

01869 343760 
 

 
 

The Curate’s Column 
 

 
 
In his letter to the Romans, the Apostle Paul calls 
upon Christians to do three things: “be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer” (Rom 
12:12). Of course, during the lockdown none of 
these have been easy to do. But faithfulness in 
prayer has perhaps been the most difficult of all! If 
you’re anything like me, it’s been hard to find the 
time, the energy and the motivation to pray with 
everything else going on.  
 
And yet, praying is most certainly one thing we can 
do at a time like this. After all, Jesus himself said: 
“when you pray, go into your room, close the door 
and pray to your Father, who is unseen” (Matthew 
6:6). In that day, there were public prayers at the 
temple and in synagogues, and set times in the 
morning, afternoon and evening when people 
would stop what they were doing in order to pray. 
And inevitably this might have had a public 
dimension. But Jesus invites us to pray in our 
“room”. And the Greek word used here, tameion, 
wasn’t just the name for any old room in the house: 
it almost certainly refers to a small storage area or 
closet.  

 
So Jesus is saying that when we pray we should go 
to a room just like this, away from the eyes of 
others. Don’t worry; I don’t think this verse requires 
us to locate a room in our house that doesn’t have 
any windows! Jesus is simply asking a question 
about our motivation. When we’re on our own, 
when we’re away from other people, when there’s 
no chance of public display, where does our heart 
go? Does it go to God in prayer?   
 
When you think about it, of all the spiritual 
disciplines, personal prayer is the one that most 
reveals the reality of our relationship with God. 
When we’re in church or in some other communal 
event, there may be a certain pattern and 
excitement to praying together. And that’s 
important. But Jesus is asking: when no one is 
watching, what happens then? What does our 
secret devotion reveal? Are our hearts so 
enraptured, so engrossed, so smitten by God, that 
it feels like the most natural thing in the world to turn 
to Him at all times, not just when we’re in church?  
 
Imagine a newly-married couple. Whenever this 
couple was seen in public they appeared to be very 
happy. The husband would praise his wife, he 
would put his arm around her, he would kiss her 
cheek, he would whisper sweet nothings into her 
ear. And people would comment on how much in 
love they were! But as soon as the couple got back 
home and the front door was closed, the husband’s 
attitude would change. He would simply ignore his 
wife and turn his back upon her. What sort of a 
marriage would that be? If that’s how the husband 
treats his wife in private, then however it looks in 
public it’s certainly not a true love relationship.  
 
To be a Christian is to know “how high, how wide, 
how long and how deep is the love of Christ for us” 
(Ephesians 3:18). But is that knowledge reflected in 
our prayer life? Do we long to make time to spend 
with Him “behind closed doors”? Or is our 
relationship with God merely to do with 
superficiality, with public impression and with 
spectacle?  
 
One of my favourite quotes comes from William 
Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury during the 
Second World War, who said this: “your religion is 
what you do with your solitude”. At a time like this, 
may what we do with our solitude be an expression 
of the height, width, length and depth of our love for 
God. 
 
Soli Deo gloria 

Fr Tim 
 

 



  

CHURCH GARDEN 
 

 
 
‘That which we call a rose, by any other name would 
smell as sweet’ by William Shakespeare, ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’. 
 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ is my favourite Shakespeare 
play, Juliet is my favourite heroine and I simply 
adore roses, rose wine and Rosy my dog! However, 
I’m not sure that I agree completely with her view. 
On one level, of course it’s true. The scent of a rose 
is a constant, but we humans have rather poorly 
developed sense of smell compared to, perhaps, a 
dog. We are very influenced by other factors, like 
appearance and name. Recently I attended a 
perfume workshop, and was interested to see how 
many of the participants were unable to identify 
well-known smells when they were presented in 
unmarked bottles. And anyway, rose don’t all smell 
the same. However, the name is an important factor 
when choosing a rose, something known only too 
well by the growers.  
 

If I was giving a rose as a gift to mark an occasion, 
‘Silver Anniversary’, ‘Golden Celebration’, 
‘Wedding Day’ and ‘Happy Retirement’ could feel 
like apt choices. Who might like a ‘Rambling 
Rector’?  Would what has become the most- grown 
rose in the world, a pale yellow tinged- with-pink 
flower and released for sale in 1945, have had such 
success if it had been called ‘War and Peace’ and 
not ‘Peace’? I think not. I remember my 
Grandmother taking me into her garden and 
proudly showing me her ‘Peace’ rose and I still see 
it growing in gardens today. I think it would have felt 
wonderful to buy one of the first ‘Peace’ roses at the 
end of WW2 and to have seen it blooming year after 
year as a powerful reminder of the value and cost 
of that Peace. Perhaps we should have one at St 
Andrews? A name can take a number of forms. It 
can be descriptive and so tell us something about 
the item.  A perfume could be named after its main 
fragrance note eg Rose Absolute, it can be 
unrelated like Chanel No. 5, named after a person 
or just a simple word.  The Victorians often gave 
their daughters names which were personality traits 
like ‘Prudence’, ‘Patience’ and ‘Verity’ in the hope 
that the child would grow up to be like their name.  
 

This is all very interesting, and it got me thinking 
about what I call ‘St Andrews Churchyard Garden’. 

The name is appropriate. It tells us that that it is a 
garden and a churchyard. It can be expected to 
have graves and memorials and it belongs to St 
Andrews Church. It’s a good descriptive name, but 
no name can describe all the functions of the space. 
As a creative exercise, could we think of other 
names that encourage us see the garden in a 
different way and find more ways of using the 
space? During this time when the Church has been 
closed, the garden has provided proximity to the 
Church and a quiet, peaceful, sacred place. I have 
been reading a book about Monastic Gardens and 
was interested to see how they were divided into 
different areas. There would be ‘The Cloister 
Garden’, ‘The Sacristan’s Cutting Garden’, ‘The 
Physic or Herb Garden’, ‘The Vegetable Garden’, 
‘The Orchard and Vineyard Garden’, ‘The Burial 
Garden’ and special places to pray. I have been 
thinking about the garden as a ‘Reflecting or 
Contemplation Garden’, a ‘Community Green 
Space Garden’ and a ‘Nature or Green Garden’. I 
would love to see a small ‘Cutting Garden’ and a 
‘Herb Garden’. We already have an old Medlar Tree 
to represent the orchard! 
 

A final word about roses. They are remarkably easy 
to propagate. The best time to do this is in 
September. The traditional method is to select a 
strong new stem which has had a bloom on it and 
cut to about 10 inches. This should be placed to a 
depth of about half its length in a slit trench which 
has a layer of grit at its base. Firm the cutting well 
and keep moist and roots should be forming by 
spring. Repot the following autumn. I recently 
discovered a new idea. Instead of placing the 
cutting in the ground, take good sized potato and 
make a hole using a drill or screwdriver, and push 
the cutting into the potato. Plant the potato and 
place an old plastic bottle with the end cut off as a 
mini greenhouse. The cutting will be kept at a 
constant moisture level and will benefit from the 
nutrients in the potato. I have tried this and my 
cuttings grew! I expect it would work other shrub 
cuttings. Please let me know if you try it, I will be 
interested to hear of success and failure. 
Its time now to summer prune wisterias, cut new 
whippy shoots back to 7 buds in the 7th month. A 
further prune in February back to 2 buds in the 2nd 
month will ensure good flowering. Keep up the dead 
heading and prune spring flowering shrubs now.  
 
The last time I visited the garden, a white dove flew 
over the garden by the porch and flew up towards 
the Tower. I was suddenly very moved by this 
symbol of Peace and wondered if this dove is a 
regular visitor? 
 

Happy Gardening and enjoy the roses! 
Jane 



  

Notes from (a different) Organ Bench 
 
As I sit down to write this month’s article for the 
Norman Arch, things are on the move: from the 
beginning of July Public Worship will resume 
although the exact details of this are a little unclear. 
Nevertheless, it will be wonderful to be back, 
worshiping together, in Church. Notwithstanding 
this, I expect that some will wish to continue to 
Home Worship for a little longer and so, the monthly 
music lists will continue to contain YouTube links for 
the foreseeable future. We will be moving slowly 
and I’m sure it will be a few weeks before we are all 
settled into the new normal. 
 
The period of lockdown (16 Sundays in total) has 
hidden from my mind some of the things we have 
lost recently. It was only just before Christmas that 
Adrienne, our pianist for so long, left us to continue 
her career in Cambridge. Sadly, coronavirus put 
paid to the opportunity but Adrienne was lucky to 
get out of the UK just before lockdown and is now 
safely at home in Canada. Her gentle playing during 
the distribution of communion is something that I 
will miss. If anybody felt that they would like to take 
on some of this playing, do please let me know. 
 
In the meantime, I have been looking at the 
delightful, lyrical Trios of Josef Rheinberger to fill 
this part of the Sunday Eucharist. Rheinberger 
(1839 – 1901) was an organist and composer, born 
in Liechtenstein and resident for most of his life in 
Germany. The stylistic influences on him ranged 
from contemporaries such as Brahms to composers 
from earlier times, such as Mendelssohn, 
Schumann, Schubert and, above all, JS Bach. He 
was a distinguished teacher and numbered 
German composers Engelbert Humperdinck, 
Richard Strauss and the conductor (and composer) 
Wilhelm Furtwängler among his pupils. I hope that 
you will like them. 
 
In recent ‘Notes’ I have given you a little insight into 
my early years as a chorister at Canterbury 
Cathedral and as we move back towards be able to 
worship together, I thought I’d give you a little bit 
more of an insight into what life was really like back 
in the 1961! The Choir School at Canterbury had 60 
boy pupils – no girls’ choirs in those days – and the 
choir had 16 boys (called The Sixteen – a surprising 
lack of originality there, Harry!) although this was 
increased to 18 boys but the name remained the 
same! The men’s section was one alto, one tenor 
and one bass per side. You’ll have worked out that 
if there were 18 boys in the choir, 42 boys were not 
singing! This meant that it was the senior boys who 
were singing on a daily basis; the 12 and 13 year 
olds. This gave the tone of the choir a very different 
sound to the modern cathedral or chapel choir 

where the boys section comprises a much larger 
age range, perhaps as much as 9 – 13. The choir 
of yesteryear was a more mature and rounded 
sound, 
 
So what did the other boys do? Well, once a week 
the men in the choir had an evening off and 
Evensong was sung by boys’ voices and 36 of the 
boys filled the choir stalls while the 14 probationers 
remained at school. There is a whole repertoire of 
music created for boys voices (some written for the 
boys of Canterbury) and that, along with the major 
soprano arias from Oratorios, became a staple diet. 
 
Then there were the holiday periods – there was 
never a day in the cathedral but the choir was 
singing evensong back in the 1960’s. There were 
no visiting choirs in those days. To accommodate 
this, the 60 boys of the Choir School were divided 
into day-boys and boarders – roughly 30 of each. 
There was a dayboy choir and a boarder choir 
made up from the 36 boys who were ‘Singing Boys’.  
 
The major Festivals were, of course, sung by The 
Sixteen but at the end of every term, the boarder 
choir would stay at school for one week at 
Christmas & Easter and 2 weeks in the summer. 
Then the day-boys would take over for 2 weeks (4 
weeks in the summer). The Boarders would then 
return to school a week of 2 early to resume their 
singing duties. Strangely, my brother, although a 
boarder, sang with the day-boy choir whilst I sang 
with the boarder choir – this led to a distinct lack of 
holidays together!! None of this ever seemed a 
chore, nor was boarder choir dull. On the contrary, 
we were, effectively, a residential boys camp who 
had to sing Evensong every day. The rest of the 
time was ours and we were able to partake in a wide 
range of activities. It was all great fun! 
 
I’ll conclude with a personal word about girls singing 
in English cathedrals! I never understood why it 
took so long for Cathedral Directors of Music to 
work out that girls can sing!! I thought that girls’ 
choirs would have been universally embraced 
much sooner. Why? It is simply that the girls tone is 
much more mature than that of the boys as the girls 
are, normally, that bit older because the girls don’t 
have to leave a choir when they are 14!  
  
I look forward to seeing, once again, those who feel 
able to be in church but for those who are not able, 
I hope you continue to enjoy the musical resources 
for our Home Worship. 
 
My best wishes to you all - take care and stay safe 
 

Richard Bennett 
Director of Music 


