
Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings on the Feast of Pentecost!  
 
This great feast marks the end of the 50 days of Easter and celebrates the gift of the Holy 
Spirit from God to God’s Church. Though this year we encounter a very different 
celebration, as instead of gathered like the disciples together in one place, we are a beloved 
collection of people gathered in prayer from our homes. But like those disciples, we too 
hold hopes and fears, we too live in uncertainty and in confidence, and we too are united in 
our need for God’s abundant love and grace.  
 
Within the book of Acts, we encounter one of the great moments in Scripture describing 
the Holy Spirit’s descent on the disciples. In the Gospel, the Spirit is given as Jesus breathes 
on the disciples and gives them peace. But in Luke’s account, the Spirit is a mighty rushing 
wind and appears like tongues of fire. This is a story of the unity of the disciples across 
cultures and languages. This is a story of the sending of the disciples into the world to 
preach the good news that Jesus is Lord. And this is a story of all followers of Christ being 
empowered with gifts for the journey of faith. The giving of the Spirit in Acts makes clear 
that Pentecost is not about the end of Easter or the birth of the church, but it is about the 
ever-expanding reign of God and the good news of the gospel and of unity that our world 
so desperately needs to hear. 
 
Psalm 104 celebrates God who is the creator and sustainer of all things. Even the sea 
monsters are part of God’s providence. We remember that the sea is sometimes a symbol 
of chaos and fear, and yet we are promised that even the chaotic and overwhelming aspects 
of life are held in the hands of God who preserves all through the life-giving power of God’s 
Spirit. 
 
In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, we jump into a community who are arguing over 
whose gifts are most important and comparing what gifts they each have from the Spirit. 
What Paul does here is reorient them to the reality that there are many gifts and the giving 
of all gifts is rooted in God. As such, these many gifts given to each of us are not for 
personal gain, but for the building up of the community and are the ways that God works 
through us in our world. Everyone, according to Paul, is given gifts for ministry. 
 
Within John’s gospel, we find that the resurrected Christ just keeps showing up to his 
disciples. In this story, Jesus appears to his disciples who are gathered in fear behind locked 
doors and he tells them that he is sending them out and they are to receive the Spirit. 
Curiously, this is one of the only places where John’s disciples are called ‘apostles’, which is 
significant as ‘apostle’ simply means one who is sent. Many see the giving of the Spirit to the 
disciples as a giving of authority. They, and now we who follow in their footsteps, are to do 
the work of God in words and in actions, assured that they are not alone as they step out 
into the world from behind those locked doors. 
 
We miss you and continue to pray for you at St Andrew’s. 
 
May peace be with you on this day  
and in the coming week, 
Mtr Jenn 


