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October Calendar 

 

From the Registers 
 
Baptisms 
 

5th September  Edward Scott-Brown 
   Grace Stevenson-Haigh 
Weddings 
 

11th September Naomi Gardom &  
   Matthew Schrecker 
18th September Zoe Green &  
   James Desmond 
19th September Jennifer Stein &  
   Matthew Gibson 
 
Funerals 
 

9th September  Lesley Smaje 
 
Interment of Ashes 
 

30th August  Margaret & Brian Conway 
1st September  Dennis Bestley 

 
 
 

October Readings 
 
3rd October  Trinity 18 
Old Testament Genesis 2.18-24 
Psalm   8 
New Testament Hebrews 1.1-4, 2:5-12 
Gospel   Mark 10.2-16 
 
10th October  Harvest Festival 

Old Testament Joel 2: 21–27 

Psalm   104 
New Testament 1 Timothy 6: 6–10 
Gospel   Matthew 6: 25–33 
 
17th October  Trinity 20 

Old Testament Isaiah 53.4-end 

Psalm   91.9-end 
New Testament Hebrews 5.1-10 
Gospel   Mark 10.35-45 
 
24th October  Last Sunday after Trinity 

Old Testament Jeremiah 31.7-9 

Psalm   126 
New Testament Hebrews 7.23-end 
Gospel   Mark 10.46-end 
 
31st October  All Saints 
Old Testament Wisdom 3.1-9 
Psalm   24.1-6 
New Testament Revelation 21.1-6 
Gospel   John 11.32-44 

 

1 F none

2 S none

3 Sun TRINITY 18

BCP 8.00am

Parish Eucharist 10.00am

4 M Francis of Assisi

Eucharist 9.30am

5 T none

6 W William Tyndale

Eucharist BCP 10.00am

7 Th Little Fishes play group 9.30am

Eucharist 7.30pm

8 F none

9 S none

10 Sun TRINITY 19

HARVEST FESTIVAL BCP 8.00am

Parish Eucharist 10.00am

Harvest Lunch 12.00pm

11 M Eucharist 9.30am

12 T Edward the Confessor none

13 W Wilfred of Ripon, Bishop

Eucharist BCP 10.00am

14 Th Little Fishes play group 9.30am

Eucharist 7.30pm

15 F Teresa of Avila none

16 S Wedding Blessing TBC

17 Sun TRINITY 20

BCP 8.00am

Parish Eucharist 10.00am

18 M Luke the Evangelist

Eucharist 9.30am

19 T Henry Martyn none

20 W Eucharist BCP 10.00am

21 Th Little Fishes play group 9.30am

Eucharist 7.30pm

22 F none

23 S Wedding 3.00pm

24 Sun LAST AFTER TRINITY

BCP 8.00am

Parish Eucharist 10.00am

25 M Eucharist 9.30am

26 T Alfred the Great none

27 W Eucharist 10.00am

28 Th Simon & Jude, apostles

Eucharist 7.30pm

29 F James Hannington, Bishop none

30 S none

31 Sun ALL SAINTS'

BCP 8.00am

Parish Eucharist 10.00am

All Souls' Service   3.00pm



  

MISSION OF THE MONTH 

 

THE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY FOODBANK 
 
Like so many organisations throughout the country, 
CEF had to radically change the way it worked at 
the start of the COVID pandemic in March 2020. 
 

We decided quickly that it was no longer safe for 
people to come to our sites at St Francis Church, 
Barton and Littlemore, to pick up food.  We closed 
the foodbank for 10 days and then re-opened on the 
1st April providing a delivery service at St Francis 
Church on a Tuesday and Friday.  As all churches 
were closed during the first lockdown, the Revd 
Geoff Bayliss, the vicar at St Francis’ Church, kindly 
allowed us to use the church to pack and distribute 
the food to the homes of people referred to us by 
the caring agencies in the city.  Many of our 
volunteers were unable to continue volunteering for 
us due to having to isolate, but miraculously many 
others came forward to take their place.  Our team 
of drivers had to travel in pairs, so had to be living 
in the same household.  Very soon we established 
a workable system of food packers and drivers 
which worked extremely smoothly for 15 months.   
 

During the first three months we were providing 
food parcels to well over double the number of 
families we had fed the previous year. The pressure 
on our team was considerable and we were 
concerned that we might not be able to keep up with 
the supply of food needed.  Things did calm down 
a bit over the summer months.  Partly because 
several other food provisions were in place in the 
city, provided by the Local Government and other 
local charitable initiatives. This helped with the 
growing demand.  The winter months again were 
very busy but gradually began to slow down as 
lockdown eased and the job market opened up. 
 
At the beginning of August, we were delighted to 
finally be able to stop the food delivery service and 
return to a collection service.  We, once again, have 
our CEF Cafés at Barton Community Church on a 
Monday and Wednesday, St Francis Church on 
Tuesday and Friday and Littlemore Baptist Church 
on Thursday.  It is lovely to meet people again and 
to be able to chat to them and hear their stories, 
rather than waving to people at their doors as we 
dropped off the food.   

We see CEF as providing a personal service and to 
build up some form of relationship with people when 
they come for food.  Transitions are always difficult, 
and the uptake has been slower than usual during 
August, but we have been busier in September.  We 
anticipate that the proposed withdrawal, at the end 
of September, of the £20 increase in Universal 
Credit during the COVID pandemic, and the likely 
increase in the cost of domestic gas will have a 
detrimental effect on many poorer households and 
our foodbank services will be much needed. 
 

We are hugely grateful to the many people who 
helped with packing and driving over the past 15 
months and we are holding a party for them at St  
Francis Church at the end of September. 
 

Thank you to all who have continued to contribute 
both with food and money, all of which are 
invaluable to our ability to continue our work for 
those most in need in our city. 
 

Rosemary Bean is our Foodbank Champion 
 
 

 
 

10th October 2021 
 

Preacher at the Parish Eucharist 
The Venerable Jonathan Chaffey 

Archdeacon of Oxford 
 

Harvest Lunch 
Tickets for the lunch in the parish hall are now 

available from churchwardens 
£7 each (children free) 

You must pay for your ticket when you collect it. 
 

Harvest Flowers 
Donations for Harvest flowers are welcome. There 

are baskets at the back of church and in the 
baptistery or pop them through the Vicarage door. 

 
Harvest Gifts 

Produce (fresh & tinned etc) & toiletries 
(toothbrushes, shower gels etc) for Salvation 

Army, Food Bank Asylum Welcome & O’Hanlon 
House should be brought to the church anytime  

between Sunday 3rd October and the morning of 
Saturday 9th October.   

Please ensure that there is at least 6 months “best 
before” on all relevant foods. 

 

 



  

 

 
 

A group for pre-school children and their 
parent/carers 

   
Thursdays in school term 

9.30 – 11.30 
in the Church Room 

 
Please bring your own drinks and snacks. 

 
No charge. 

 
If you would like to attend please contact 

Natacha Huggett in advance on 
07436 837779 

 
 

 

 
Oxfordshire Historic Churches 

Trust 
 

 
 

11th September 2021 
 
Thanks to everyone who sat in church to welcome 
the Riders/Striders and a big thank you to Richard 
Gledhill who once again got on his bike.  
 

Annette Ingleton 
Ride & Stride Coordinator for St Andrew’s 

 

 

 
Please recycle your 
copy of the Norman 

Arch 
 

 
The views expressed in this magazine are not 

necessarily those of the Editor. 
No responsibility can be taken for advertising 

statements published. 

Notes from the Organ Bench 
 

 
 

How exciting it is, at last, to have been able to re-
introduce motets to our worship. For the first time 
since the second Sunday in January we were able 
to have a motet during the distribution of 
communion on the last Sunday of September. The 
choir was in excellent form with their rendition of 
View me Lord by Richard Lloyd. 
 

I have often used these notes to give you 
information about the organ pieces that I plan to 
play but I thought on this occasion, with the re-
introduction of motets, I would let you know a bit 
about the motets and their composers. 
 

Lloyd (1933 – 2021) was a chorister of Lichfield 
Cathedral, and afterwards he was educated at 
Rugby School. He studied at Jesus College, 
Cambridge, where he was an organ scholar. After 
National Service he was organist and choirmaster 
at SHAPE near Paris before being appointed 
assistant organist of Salisbury Cathedral. In 1966 
he was appointed Organist and Master of the 
Choristers of Hereford Cathedral and in 1974 he 
moved to Durham on his appointment as Organist 
and Master of the Choristers of Durham Cathedral. 
In 1985 he became deputy headmaster of Salisbury 
Cathedral School. 
 

There are quite a few settings of the words ‘A new 
commandment I give unto you’ but the version 
which we are going to use on this occasion has 
been especially arranged for St Andrew’s Choir by 
John Hutchings. It is not known who wrote the 
original tune for this version but I hope you enjoy 
the simple but memorable melody. 
 

For Harvest Festival we will be singing the 
traditional anthem ‘Thou visitest the earth and 
blessest it’ by Maurice Greene. Greene (1696 – 
1755) was born in London and became a choirboy 
at St Paul's Cathedral under Jeremiah Clarke. He 
studied the organ under Richard Brind, and became 
organist at St Paul's when Brind died. With the 
death of William Croft in 1727, Greene also became 
organist at the Chapel Royal, and in 1730 he 
became Professor of Music at Cambridge 
University.  



  

In 1735 he was appointed Master of the King's 
Musick. He died in 1755 aged 59 and is buried in St 
Paul's Cathedral. 
 

The text of ‘Beati quorum via’ by Sir Charles Villiers 
Stanford is a paraphrase of the first verse of Psalm 
119 – ‘Blessed are they who are upright in the way 
and who walk in the law of the Lord’. It is actually 
written for a much larger choir than the St Andrew’s 
choir to sing unaccompanied. This version has 
been arranged especially for St Andrew’s choir by 
John Hutchins, with an organ accompaniment to fill 
in the harmonies that would, otherwise, be missing. 
 

‘Oculi omnium’ (alongside the motet ‘O most 
merciful’) by Charles Wood was published in 1927 
as a motet for communion services. Wood (1866 – 
1926) was an Irish composer and teacher at both 
Cambridge, where he taught Ralph Vaughan 
Williams, and The Royal College of Music. He wrote 
extensively for the Anglican Church but also 
composed a piano concerto and string quartets 
which are very much of their time. 
 

For our All Saints’ celebration we will be singing 
Christopher Tye’s ‘Hail glorious spirits’. Little is 
known of Tye (c1505 – c1572). The first references 
to him are when he attended and received his 
Bachelor of Music degree in Cambridge in the year 
1536. It is because of this that his birth date is 
believed to be around 1505. The next year, in 1537, 
he took up a position as a lay clerk at King's college. 
Based on financial records we know that by 1543 
he took up a more prestigious position as the 
Magister Choristarum at Ely Cathedral with an 
annual salary of ten English pounds (scarcely 
£7,000 in today’s money). In 1545 he was awarded 
the degree of Doctor of Music. 
 

Finally, for our All Souls’ service we will be 
introducing a new anthem to us: ‘The souls of the 
righteous are in the hands of God’ by Sir Stanley 
Marchant. Marchant (1883 – 1949) was an English 
church musician, teacher and composer. For more 
than 30 years he was a church and cathedral 
organist. He served as the sub-organist of St Paul’s 
Cathedral from 1903 – 1927 when he was 
appointed to the post of organist. From 1914 he 
was also a professor at the Royal Academy of 
Music and in 1936 he was appointed its principal, 
at which point he resigned from St Paul’s. From 
1937 he was professor of music at the University of 
London. 
 

I hope you will enjoy the diverse musical offerings 
in October. 
 

With my best wishes, 
 

Richard Bennett 
Director of Music 

 

ALL SOULS 
 

A Service of Remembrance and 
Reflection 

 
Sunday 31st October 

3pm 
 

 

 
Please join us to remember departed 
loved ones and to light a candle and 

plant a spring bulb. 
 

 

 

 

Young Church Is Back!! 

We will re-launch Young Church with breakfast on 

Sunday 3rd October at 9am. 

It will be a great opportunity to meet up again and 

to discuss the next steps for Young Church. 

From Sunday 10th October children and young 

people are welcome to join us on Sundays at 

10.00am for teaching and activities.  

Please do speak to Fr Luke if you are interested in 

helping or if you have any questions. 

 



  

CHURCH GARDEN 
 

 
 

‘All creatures of our God and King, lift up your 
voice and with us sing, Alleluia, alleluia’ 

 

There is no denying that we are in the season of 
autumn and Harvest. Mornings are colder (rather 
than just ‘cooler’) and sometimes there is a mist and 
dew. The green leaves are turning into all sorts of 
shades, flame, gold, tan, russet, terracotta, 
burgundy, crimson and garnet. Each tree and bush 
offer a unique colour palette, so different to the pale 
fresh greens of spring. Soon the autumn winds will 
blow the leaves off the trees and they will swirl 
around, covering paths and grass. Beautiful, fun to 
scuff through (especially for the young at heart), but 
possibly annoying to gardeners who like things tidy.  
 

The big question is how should us gardeners 
manage these leaves? Is it best to rake them all up 
or let them stay where they fall? As always, there 
are different views, so we can conclude that there 
isn’t just one answer. In woodland and forests, 
leaves on the ground slowly decay and build up a 
deep layer of healthy humus which supports a wide 
range of woodland plant and animal life. The 
ecosystem at Shotover is thriving. It is, however, 
different when leaves fall on paths, lawns and 
borders.  Paths can become slippery, and lawns will 
be damages by the soggy leaves, reduced light and 
perhaps pathogenic microorganisms. Each 
gardener will do what is best for them, but if you can 
let the leaves stay where they fall in some bits of 
the garden this will protect tender plants and 
provide valuable habitat. If you rake up fallen leaves 
it’s easy to make leaf mould or add them to the 
compost heap (with some green material) which will 
breakdown into a wonderful compost. This can then 
be used to mulch the soil and so all the goodness 
is recycled. 
 

As light levels and temperatures drop, the garden 
and its inhabitants enter the resting of hibernation 
stage. I recently attended a talk by a hedgehog 
expert. I knew that hedgehog numbers were in 
decline but I had not appreciated how much space 
they need. Many are killed as they cross roads in 
their quest for habitat. Hedgehogs would like us to 
allow our gardens to be linked by little gaps in our 

fences. As they tend to hug the boundaries they will 
find that little gap and use it to visit next door! 
Please be careful this autumn when strimming 
under hedges, and build bonfires just before lighting 
- a lovely big heap of branches and twigs is a very 
comfortable hedgehog hotel and when faced with 
danger, a hedgehog curls up rather than running 
away. A good hedgehog population is a marker for 
the general health of the ecosystem. Helping 
hedgehogs will help many other species and so we 
are caring for creation. 
 

It was lovely to enjoy each other’s company over 
coffee and cakes on Saturday. We have so missed 
each other’s company and the garden is a lovely 
safe space to meet. We met a couple who were 
returning to visit St Andrews having been married 
in church 50 years ago. How lovely was that? 
Smiles all round! 
 

There is still plenty of colour and interest in the 
garden, the rowan is covered in berries as is the 
Yew tree. The cyclamen seem to be more 
numerous this year and are popping up all over the 
place. It’s a well-adapted plant, happy in the grass, 
can survive the summer grass cutting and then pop 
up in autumn. 
 

 
 

The gardening team is slowly increasing including 
a little white four legged chap! We would love to 
hear from you if you are interested. Jobs can be 
small and gentle as well as a bit bigger. No 
commitment is required, so if you would like to get 
some ‘vitamin G (green)’ please speak to me. In 
November, we will be planting some more daffodils 
for naturalising and I would be very grateful for any 
gifts of bulbs. Please leave them in Church at the 
end of October. 
 

Thank you to those who have given me their views 
and feedback. It’s so important and I’m always 
happy to chat about plants. I do hope you can enjoy 
the last of the summer sun. 
 

Happy Gardening!                          Jane Shepherd 
jane.shepherd1955@gmail.com 

mailto:jane.shepherd1955@gmail.com


  

900th Celebrations! 

The PCC is delighted to announce formally that, as 
part of the 900th celebrations, marking Henry I’s 
charter of 1122, two new stained glass windows 
have been commissioned.  
 

They have been designed by Nicholas Mynheer, 
who is a renowned ecclesiastical artist who works 
in glass, stone and paint.  Nick lives in Horton-cum-
Studley and knows Headington very well.  He is 
also the brother-in-law of our deputy headteacher 
at St Andrew’s School.  His work can be seen in St 
Mary’s Iffley, Abingdon School, the Convent of St 
Mary the Virgin Wantage and Southwell Minster. 
http://www.mynheer-art.co.uk/ 
 

 
 

One of the World War 1 Memorial Windows at 
Southwell Minster 

 

The faculty process is under way with the hope that 
the windows will be installed before the end of 
2022.  They will be sited at the top of the north aisle 
– the two windows which are not enclosed by the 
church room. 
 

There will be more detailed information in the 
coming months and better quality designs of the 
glass will be available. Also we will launch of a 
fundraising campaign to allow as many people as 
possible to contribute to this unique project.  We 
plan that a donor’s book will be kept in which will be 
recorded the names of those who contributed and, 
if any donor’s wish, the reason for the donation (if it 
is to mark an event, an anniversary or a person).  If 
you would like to make a gift please speak to Fr 
Darren or one of the churchwardens at any point. 

For now, here is a brief introduction to the design.  
The quality may not be so good after these designs 
have been through the photocopier but hopefully it 
will give you an idea of this exciting project. 
 

 
The window to the left of war memorial 

 
At the very top we see Christ calling Andrew and at 
the top of the left light Andrew turns to look, 
symbolising his answering to the call. The fishing 
net that Andrew and his brother Simon hold runs 
through all four windows. 
The Swallow, above the fishermen, is an ancient 
Christian symbol of the Resurrection. 
Below we see St Frideswide in a stream. Legend 
tells us that while King Algar had been pursing 
Frideswide he was blinded by God. Frideswide 
bathes his eyes in water from St Margaret’s Well at 
Binsey, restoring Algar’s sight. 
Then we see King Henry I holding is charter of 
1122. 

http://www.mynheer-art.co.uk/


  

Finally in this light we see Sir Hugh Pluggenait 
holding up a lantern by which a stone mason works 
on the church.Sir Hugh bestowed a lamp to burn 
perpetually before the altar, but we are also 
reminded of the figure of Sir Hugh also reminded of 
Holman Hunt’s Light of The World painting that 
hangs in Keble College Chapel. 
The chiselling mason works beneath our Norman 
arch. 
 

 
 

The mason working by the light of the lamp 
 
Crossing to the right hand light, at the bottom, we 
see the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt reminded us 
of the lost medieval wall paintings from the Lady 
Chapel.  
 

 
 

Detailed sketch of the Flight 

Above, to the left, stands a White Hart in a wintry 
landscape. It is a symbol of hospitality!! 
Above the White Hart we see reference to the Civil 
War. Charles I, based in Oxford, struggles with 
Cromwell and his parliamentarian troops coming 
through Headington. Also, the Headington  
Windmill. 
At the top we see the woman washing the feet of 
Jesus in Simon’s house. This depiction of deep 
humility and service recalls the sacrifice of a former 
curate, Fr John Robinson, who, unlike many who 
chose to leave as the Small Pox epidemic ravaged 
Headington, stayed in order to care for the poor of 
the parish. His selfless dedication cost him his life. 
 
 

 

The window to the right of war memorial 

In the upper part of the left hand light we see The 
Good Samaritan.  It is St Andrew’s School’s gospel.  
The figure of The Good Samaritan also reminds us 
of Fr James Palmer, who as curate of St Andrew’s, 
stood with parishioners against the Enclosure Acts.  



  

Below the Good Samaritan the church bells ring out 
to glorify God. Our oldest bell (1450) bears the 
inscription, “St Margaret, pray for us”. The bells 
crush a dragon, a symbol of St Margaret who 
famously defeated the dragon. It was to St Margaret 
that Frideswide prayed to be delivered from the 
clutches of King Algar. 
Directly beneath the church bells we see the 
distinctive cog-teeth roof of the Morris Motors and 
the Pressed Steel Fischer factories, where for 
decades so many Headington people worked. 
During the Second World War Morris Motors 
produced aeroplanes and munitions for the war 
effort. In the design we see a Hawker Hurricane 
being repaired as well as a production line of naval 
mines. The ebb and flow of a myriad bicycling 
workers; seen morning, lunchtime and end of day, 
are now largely replaced with robots.    
 
The bottom of the right hand light shows the Nuffield 
and John Radcliffe hospitals. Here, we see a 
paralytic man being lowered through the roof of a 
building. Through the roof opening we see the Air 
Ambulance! 
The Covid 19 particles echo the Naval Mines 
depicted in the adjacent window. A microscope 
symbolises medical research (not seen in this 
version of the desgn). 
Just above, to the left, we see football being played 
by Headington United. 
Above the footballers we see a woman in an 
enclosed garden with the church behind. “The 
Enclosed Garden” is a term for The Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Surrounding her are plants that are all 
symbolic of the Blessed Virgin - Dandelion, Iris, 
Jasmine, Lily, Rose, Violet, Anemone, Apple, 
Bramble, Cyclamen 
At the top of the panel we see Jesus and the 
children. These are the pupils of St Andrew’s 
School, representing Hope and the Future.  
Jesus called Andrew from the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee and he called the disciples again after his 
resurrection.  
 
At the very top of the window we see the risen 
Christ, with the wounds of crucifixion, calling once 
again. He calls the children, and all of us, to be his 
disciples and, like Andrew, to be ‘Fishers of people.’ 
 

DON’T FORGET!  

Clocks go back 1 hour on Sunday 31st October 

JOHN GLEDHILL 

1954 – 2021 

 
A number of people in the congregation remember 
my brother John and his visits to Oxford, mostly at 
Christmas. He would come to church with me and 
St Andrew’s was the only church with which he had 
any kind of regular connection. John was born in 
1954, one year, one month, one week younger than 
me. He had a number of problems throughout his 
life, but the most obvious was his learning disability. 
There was little support for a family with a child like 
John in those days and our parents made the 
decision to send him into institutional care when I 
reached the age of 5. This was at Meanwood Park 
Hospital in Leeds, where a very strict routine meant 
I could not see him or get to know him for many 
years. When institutional care ended he moved into 
the community, in several different placements, but 
eventually in a small group home with three friends 
plus carers. This was a happy time for him, when 
he could indulge his greatest passions: Leeds 
United, music and fantastic holidays! 
 

After our family moved to Headington in 1986 John 
began to make his regular visits. He watched my 
daughters grow up and came for both their 
weddings. He really enjoyed being surrounded by  
musical talent blossomed and he learned several 
instruments, but his great love was the saxophone 
and he joined a band in Leeds called The Outsiders 
whose members were all learning disabled. I 
remember him being particularly fascinated by the 
new organ at St Andrew’s and the fact that the 
organist at the time was also called John! 
 

As his health deteriorated he was no longer able to 
make the journey to Oxford, so I made several trips 
to Leeds to attend care planning meetings and 
medical appointments. He moved into a flat to avoid 
needing to climb stairs, but his mobility continued to 
worsen and he needed to be cared for in a nursing 
home.  



  

He moved to Benedicts in Wetherby last year and I 
was able to visit him there once before lockdown 
set in. Benedicts is a small home, especially 
dedicated to learning disabled clients, and John 
settled in well and was given very devoted care. 
 

John passed away in the early hours of July 31st 
this year from the effects of kidney and heart failure. 
Despite his disabilities he led a full and rewarding 
life. He never had the chance to meet his younger 
great nephew (now 2) or his great-niece, due in a 
few months’ time. It will fall to us to tell them about 
their super-star great-uncle. 
 

John’s ashes will be interred in St Andrew’s, the 
only church he knew, which took him to its heart 
despite his brief and infrequent visits. 
 

Richard Gledhill 
 
 

St Francis of Assisi 
 
Francis of Assisi is quite possibly one of the most 
universally known and loved saints. Well-known for 
his dedication to serving God by embracing 
poverty, living simply, and treating all of God’s 
creation with respect. 
 

Born in 1181 in Assisi, Italy, his mother named him 
Giovanni, after St John the Baptist. In 1182, his 
father, Pietro Bernardone, returned from a trip to 
France and was furious that she had given their son 
a Christian name! His father renamed him 
“Francesco” (Francis), in honour of his own 
infatuation with France. Pietro was a wealthy cloth 
merchant, and wanted his son to grow up to be a 
successful businessman too. 
 

As a young boy, Francis was popular. His happy 
demeanour and wealth made for a very easy life. 
As his father had hoped, Francis became very 
interested in the songs, romance, and culture of 
France. When he became a bit older, he began to 
spend his time partying. Yet, Francis was yearning 
for more. He wanted the nobility of a knight. He had 
a suit of armour made and took off into the battle 
against Perugia. Because of his wealth, Francis 
was taken captive rather than killed, since his 
captors saw an opportunity for ransom. When he 
returned home, he began to party again, enjoying 
his life the way he previously had. When another 
battle started up over the Fourth Crusade, Francis 
took off to fight in it, looking for the glory that he 
would achieve as a great warrior. He did not make 
it even one day’s ride away from Assisi when he 
had a dream from God that told him to return to 
Assisi because he had it all wrong. Francis turned 
around, and upon arriving home, was faced with 

humiliation and scorn for his foolishness in coming 
home so quickly. He took to helping his father with 
the cloth business, while also beginning to spend 
more time in prayer.  
 

While he was reassessing his life Francis went to 
the church of San Damiano, where he heard the 
voice of God telling him, “Francis, rebuild my 
church.” Francis assumed God was talking about 
the actual building, and became determined to 
restore the structure. It was not until years later that 
he would realize that God was referring to the need 
for conversion in the universal Church worldwide. 
At this time, though, Francis was concerned with 
fixing the crumbling church. He sold some of his 
father’s cloth to pay for building materials. When his 
father found out, he considered his actions theft, 
and reported him to the bishop. The bishop ordered 
that Francis repay his father, then told Francis that 
God would provide for what he needed. At that 
moment, he took off his clothes and stated that 
Pietro Bernardone was no longer his father. He 
wanted nothing to do with the wealth and status of 
his family. He belonged to God alone. 
 
St Francis and St Clare 
Francis began to travel through the land preaching 
to the people. His life was one of great respect for 
all of God’s creation – people, animals, nature – 
and he treated them as his own brothers and 
sisters, made in the image of God. People were 
intrigued by his way of life, and soon some were 
interested in living the life of simplicity, poverty, and 
joy that they saw in him. Francis sent these people 
out to preach, also, sharing with everyone the 
message of God’s love and mercy. Francis is said 
to have preached to animals, too, that would stay 
and listen until he had finished. One person who 
was particularly moved by his example of was a 
woman who would do just what Francis had – leave 
her family and the life she had known to live a life 
of poverty dedicated to God and His people. This 
woman was, Clare of Assisi, the foundress of the 
Poor Clare nuns. 
 
St Francis of Assisi and St Dominic 
St. Francis believed the key to true joy was absolute 
poverty – if there was nothing holding him back from 
God, then he was completely free to live for him and 
love him totally. When Francis visited Pope 
Innocent III, he was turned away due to the rags he 
was wearing. But when Pope Innocent III had a 
dream of Francis holding up one side of St John 
Lateran Basilica, he called to have Francis brought 
back to him and gave him permission to preach. In 
the dream, the man holding up the other side of the 
church was Dominic, who was a contemporary of 
Francis and would go on to found the Dominican 
Order. Francis continued to live his life in poverty. 



  

His attitude toward poverty was not that it was a 
disgrace or curse, but that it was a blessing that led 
to the ability to trust in God alone. 
 

As the community of people devoted to living the 
lifestyle of Francis increased, a leader was 
appointed, and this allowed Francis to live the 
simple life of a brother within the order that was 
beginning to form. The years of poverty and walking 
about preaching began to wear on Francis and he 
grew ill. He prayed to share in the sufferings of 
Christ, and received the stigmata – the wounds 
Christ bore in his hands and feet from the nails, as 
well as the lance in his side – which Francis lived 
with the rest of his life. He also began to go blind. 
In the midst of this pain and sickness, he wrote the 
Canticle of the Sun – a prayer of praise to God for 
His creation. 
 

Francis died on 4th October 1226, at the age of 44. 
Since his death many Franciscan orders have 
formed, determined to live the example of poverty 
and simplicity that Francis showed many years ago. 
 
Anglican Franciscans 
The Society of St Francis is an international 
religious community, within the Anglican 
communion, with members in many parts of the 
world who seek to follow Christ in the way of St 
Francis of Assisi and St Clare of Assisi. There are 
three different paths, or 'Orders' within the Society, 
paths which were founded by Francis himself in the 
thirteenth century, although the Franciscan life 
within the Anglican Communion goes back only to 
the early twentieth century. 
 

The First Order consists of brothers (Society of St 
Francis) and sisters (Community of St Francis ) who 
make vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, live 
together in community, pray together, and 
undertake active work of many kinds. There are 
SSF brothers in Australia, Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Islands, South Korea, the UK, and the 
USA; and CSF sisters in the UK, the USA, and 
South Korea. 
The Second Order (Community of St Clare) 
consists of sisters who make the same vows of 
poverty, chastity and obedience, and live together 
in community, but whose work is focussed on 
prayer and contemplation, and on work within the 
convent. OSC sisters live in Freeland. 
The Third Order consists of women and men who 
commit themselves to live out their Franciscan 
vocation in the world. Their profession vow is 
fleshed out in an individual Rule of Life, to which 
they make an annual commitment. They live in their 
own homes, may be married or single, and continue 
to support themselves financially, while meeting 
regularly for mutual support in local groups. 
 

 

Flag News 
 

October is quite a busy month for the flagpole! 
 

19th October – St Frideswide’s Day - we fly the 
Diocesan flag that features St Frideswide (Patron 

Saint of Oxford) & her two companions. 
 

 
 

21st October – Trafalgar Day – we fly the Union 
Flag in memory of Nelson’s famous victory in 

1805. 
 

24th October – United Nations Day – we fly the 
United Nations flag, kindly gifted by Bill Upcott in 

memory of his Mother. 
 

Tim Cadel 
 

 
 

 
 

SPECIAL OCCASION CARDS & 
PRAYER CARDS 

  
We have a collection of beautiful greeting 

cards with an inspirational verse designed by 
Just Cards Direct.  

The greeting cards are in the Bookstall to the 
right of the main door as you enter church.  
Just Cards Direct work in partnership with 

projects in Rwanda, South Africa and Kenya 
and give the majority of their profits to 

Christian charities.  
 

We also have a stand with prayer cards at the 
back of church. 

 



  

 


