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April Calendar 
 

 
 

 

 

The views expressed in this magazine are not 
necessarily those of the Editor. 

No responsibility can be taken for advertising 
statements published. 

From the Registers 
 
Funerals 
16th March  John Cooper 

 
 

April Readings 
 
4th April  Easter Day 
Old Testament Acts 10.34-43 
Psalm   118 
New Testament 1 Corinthians 15.1-11 
Gospel   Mark 16.1-8 
 
11th April  2nd Sunday of Easter 
Old Testament Acts 4.32-35 
Psalm   133 
New Testament 1 John 1.1-2:2 
Gospel   John 20.19-end 
 
18th April  3rd Sunday of Easter 
Old Testament Acts 3.12-19 
Psalm   4 
New Testament 1 John 3.1-7 
Gospel   Luke 24.36-48 
 
25th April  4th Sunday of Easter 
Old Testament Acts 4.5-12 
Psalm   23 
New Testament 1 John 3.16-end 
Gospel   John 10.11-18 
 
 

 

March Flag News  
 

 
 

April 21st 
Birthday of Her Majesty The Queen 

Union Flag 
 

April 23rd 
St George's Day 
The St George 

 
 

Front cover 
The Women at the Empty Tomb 

by Nicholas Mynheer, one of his Sarum Cycle of 
Stations of the Cross 

1 Th MAUNDY THURSDAY

Eucharist, Stripping of the 

Altars and The Watch until 

Midnight 7.30pm

2 F GOOD FRIDAY

Stations of the Cross 12 noon

Liturgy of Good Friday 2.00pm

3 S EASTER SATURDAY 7.30pm

Easter Vigil & First Mass of 

Easter

4 Sun EASTER SUNDAY 8.00am

Parish Eucharist 10.00am

5 M Eucharist 9.30am

6 T none

7 W Eucharist BCP 10.00am

8 Th Eucharist 7.30pm

9 F none

10 S William Law, Spiritual Writer none

11 Sun 2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER BCP 8.00am

Parish Eucharist 10.00am

12 M Eucharist 9.30am

13 T none

14 W Eucharist BCP 10.00am

15 Th Eucharist 7.30pm

16 F none

17 S none

18 Sun 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER 8.00am

Parish Eucharist 10.00am

19 M Alphege, Archbishop of Canterbury

Eucharist 9.30am

20 T none

21 W Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury

Eucharist BCP 10.00am

22 Th Eucharist 7.30pm

23 F George,Martyr,Patron of England none

24 S none

25 Sun 4th SUNDAY OF EASTER BCP 8.00am

Parish Eucharist 10.00am

26 M 9.30am

27 T none

28 W Eucharist BCP 10.00am

29 Th Catherine of Siena

Eucharist 7.30pm

30 F none



  

MISSION OF THE MONTH

 
When I wrote this report at this time last year the 
pandemic was just becoming established and 
while it was obvious that organisations such as 
MSF would have an important role to play we did 
not know what an impact COVID-19 would have on 
the whole world.  Here are just three examples of 
work that MSF has been doing all year and 
continues to do every day. 
 

Iraq: a devastating second wave of COVID 
infection has hit the country with almost no relief 
after the first. The death toll in hospitals across 
Baghdad is rising. MSF joined the fight against the 
pandemic there a year ago, but little expected to 
still be there a year later, fighting a rising number 
of cases. There is not enough vaccine in the 
country to protect all the heath workers and 
medical staff, let alone the population. Iraq is one 
of the hardest hit nations in the Middle East and 
without vaccines it is difficult to see how it can be 
controlled. 
 

South Africa: Also hit hard by a second wave of 
infection, the South African Department of Health 
has established a collaboration with MSF which 
has saved many lives. The vaccination programme 
is proceeding very slowly and there are fears of 
another surge around Easter. The fact that MSF is 
already in the country has been a great help and 
support to the existing health services. 
 

Syria: After 10 years of war much of Syria’s 
healthcare system has been bombed out of 
existence, staff killed or forced to flee. The 
necessary help for the effects of COVID-19 plus 
the ongoing conflict would not be there if not for 
MSF. As always, they take no side in warzones. 
Even after 10 years MSF is still fighting to save 
lives in Syria. 
 

Richard Gledhill 

 

Please recycle 
your copy of 
the Norman 

Arch 

 

 
 
Each year the Commission on the Status of 
Women (CSW) meets in March. Mothers’ Union 
has special consultative status at that meeting. 
The main topic for discussion this year was: 
“Women's full and effective participation and 
decision-making in public life, as well as the 
elimination of violence, for achieving gender 
equality and the empowerment of all women and 
girls”. 
 
This year’s session took place mostly online, 
allowing members of the public to register for 
parallel events who would otherwise not be able to 
attend. 
 
The United Nations chose a joint Anglican 
Communion and Mothers’ Union webinar, “What’s 
faith got to do with it”, as an official parallel event 
for the 65th Session of the CSW (CSW65). The 
webinar highlighted the positive work being done 
by women in Christian communities around the 
world to achieve gender justice and to prevent and 
end gender-based violence. 
 

 
It showcased the ways in which Christian gender 
justice advocates are engaging at community and 
structural levels, and within Church institutions. 
Panellists from four different continents shared 
their work and its impact and explored the 
theologies that underpin the response to gender 
justice. 

Barbara Mugisha, the Mothers’ Union Provincial 
Development Coordinator for the Family Life 
programme in Uganda shared the platform with 
women from Brazil, Australia and the USA under 
the chairmanship of Sarah Mullally, the Bishop of 
London (also an MU member). 



  

Much work is being done around the Anglican 
Communion on bringing about gender justice and 
ending gender based violence. On International 
Women’s Day WHO stated (again) that one in 
three women will experience physical and/or 
sexual violence. There is a critical need to focus 
and address this issue. 

Mothers’ Union members are embedded in their 
communities around the world and are uniquely 
well positioned to challenge damaging social 
norms and enable transformative action. During 
the webinar, Barbara told us that during 2020, a 
high level of awareness of domestic abuse was 
created in Uganda through radio broadcasts and 
managed follow up. This supported survivors and 
helped to bring about changes in behaviour there. 
Please look out for the final statement from the 
CSW which had not been published before The 
Norman Arch went to press. 

Many have been saddened by the news that 
Turkey has abandoned an international accord 
designed to protect women, drawing protests from 
campaigners. It signed the Council of Europe's 
convention 10 years ago at its launch in the 
Turkish city of Istanbul. The pact seeks to prevent, 
prosecute and eliminate domestic violence. 

Globally, the inequalities that women and girls face 
are many. More people are addressing the issues 
but change does need to happen – and sooner 
rather than later.  

Alison Bennett 

 

A LILY FOR A LOVED ONE 
 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 
lilies for our Easter celebration.   

 
Pauline Hessey 

 
And thank you to everyone who worked so hard 

to make the church look so beautiful! 
 

Fr Darren 
 

Christian Aid Week  
10th – 16th May 2021 

 

 
 
'Let us love, not in word or speech but in truth and 
action' (1 John 3.18) 
 
Christian Aid is an international development 
organisation that works with local partners and 
communities to fight injustice, respond to 
humanitarian emergencies, campaign for change, 
and help people claim the services and rights they 
are entitled to. 
 
Christian Aid has for more than 70 years provided 
humanitarian relief and long-term development 
support for poor communities worldwide, while 
highlighting suffering, tackling injustice and 
championing people’s rights. 
 
Each year more than half the money raised in 
Christian Aid Week comes from house to house 
collections, but of course last year was entirely 
different, and no collection could take place. This 
as well as other factors has had a significant effect 
on Christian Aid’s finances, and it has had to lay 
off staff and reduce the scope of its work.  
Yet of course the poorest people in the world are 
no less needy than before, and famine is a very 
real danger this year in several regions. We will 
again not be undertaking a house to house 
collection this year, but this does certainly not 
mean that we cannot raise money successfully, 
just as we did last year. 
 
Rather than taking part in the usual house-to-
house collection, please consider whether you 
would like to undertake a sponsored fundraising 
event, which could be virtually anything you like 
subject to any ongoing COVID restrictions.  
 
Friends and colleagues are usually very happy to 
support such activities, and undertaking them can 
be a great deal of fun in itself. The main thing is to 
raise money so that Christian Aid can continue with 
their vital work. 
 
More on this next month. 

 
Nigel Voak 

 

 



  

Easter Traditions 
 

Easter Gardens 
 

 
 
Just as St. Francis' live Christmas tableau 
developed into the Christmas crèche, a model 
stable with small figurines, rather than live actors, 
the medieval Easter play and Easter sepulchre 
have also developed into a more stylized form, the 
Easter garden. Easter gardens may be found in 
churches, gardens, and homes, and may be small 
and quite simple or large and very elaborate. They 
may be a focal point in either church or home.  
Sometimes they have figures to represent the 
people in the story, but more often they are simply 
gardens. An Easter garden has three essential 
features:  a mound with at least one cross to 
represent Calvary; a stone or stone structure to 
suggest the empty tomb; and lots of live greenery 
and flowers. 
 
The simplest Easter gardens are made in a 
shallow pot or dish.  This is an ideal project for 
children to make and to keep in a prominent place 
at home throughout the fifty days of Easter.   
 
An Easter garden may be very simple or quite 
elaborate. Some gardens include figures of the 
risen Lord, the soldiers who guarded the tomb, the 
women who came to visit the tomb, etc.  Larger 
churches sometimes have nearly life-sized 
gardens with walk-in tombs, set up either within the 
church building or in an open space outside.   
 
The more elaborate gardens often reflect particular 
conceptions of the places where our Lord was 
crucified and buried.  For example, the first photo 
above has the crosses on a hill covered with 
greenery, recalling the familiar hymn, "There is a 
green hill far away," though the traditional site of 
Golgotha is a rough outcropping of solid rock.   
 

These differing perceptions and their incorporation 
into an Easter garden are helpful reminders that 
what we are doing is not creating an exact replica 
of some moment in history.  Rather, we are 
creating focal points that aid us in remembrance.  
Just as the Eucharist is not a recreation of the Last 
Supper, but a remembrance (Greek: anamnesis) 
which allows us to participate in the mystery of the 
Bread which came down from heaven, so an 
Easter garden should be a symbol that points to 
the meaning of events, rather than a precise model 
of the place where they happened. 
 
 

Easter Eggs 
 
Eggs are symbolic, but they are also food.  They 
are often the first food to be eaten at the end of the 
Lenten fast.  In Eastern Europe it is traditional for 
people to begin their Easter breakfast by sharing a 
blessed egg.  Before sitting down to eat, the father 
of the family gives each person a small piece cut 
from the egg and wishes her or him a happy feast.  
Everyone eats the morsel in silence before sitting 
down to the first meal of the festival. 
 
In some European countries, eggs used to cook 
Easter foods are not broken but the ends are 
pierced with a needle and the contents are blown 
into a bowl, preserving the shell for other purposes:  
children use them for games and eggs are 
suspended on trees and shrubs much like 
ornaments on a Christmas tree.  Armenians 
decorate empty eggs with religious symbols and 
pictures of Christ and his Mother and give them to 
children as gifts. 
 

 
 
As a source of new life, the egg was a symbol of 
creation, spring, and fertility in many cultures and 
religions, long before the advent of Christianity.  
The ancient Persians exchanged eggs at the 
spring equinox, Romans gave red-painted eggs as 
gifts at the new year, and to this day an egg is one 
of the symbolic foods on the plate at the Passover 
Seder which celebrates the new life of the people 
of Israel when they were redeemed from slavery in 
Egypt.  
 



  

Christianity inherited this rich natural symbolic 
tradition.  However, the great spring festival of 
Easter, the Christian Passover, added a new 
meaning to the symbolism of the egg, for just as 
the hard shell of the egg is broken open so that 
new life can emerge, so was the rock-hewn tomb 
of Jesus broken open when he rose from the dead 
on the third day.   Ancient cultures saw the egg as 
a symbol of the rebirth of nature, but Christians 
came to see it as a symbol of the rebirth of 
humankind. 
 

One popular game with hard boiled eggs around 
the world is egg rolling.  Egg rolling has been a 
fixture of the season in Washington, D.C., since 
before the Civil War.  The original object of the 
game was to roll the egg down the hill without 
breaking it.  This would appear to be a derivative 
of egg-pecking, or knocking, still played by children 
and adults in many churches.  Two people knock 
their eggs together, saying "Christ is risen!"  The 
purpose actually is to break open the symbolic 
tomb, so the "winner" is the person whose egg 
breaks other eggs.  The owner of the egg that 
cracks all of the others open is considered to be 
specially blessed.  
 

Another game is the Easter egg hunt.  The search 
for eggs again recalls Mary Magdalene who went 
looking for the body of Jesus when she found that 
the tomb was empty.  In this game, eggs may be 
hidden in a house or in a garden and children hunt 
for eggs to fill their baskets.  Children in France are 
told that the eggs were dropped by the church bells 
on their return from Rome.  Parents explain that 
the bells fall silent on Maundy Thursday because 
they have gone on pilgrimage to Rome and do not 
return until Easter. 
 
 

 

Art at St Andrew’s 2021 
Site 113 

Saturday 8th May – 
Sunday 16th May  

12 – 6 pm 
 

Oxfordshire Artweeks has put in place plans for a 
physical exhibition this year and Art at St Andrew’s 
intends to be open as a Covid-secure site. We 
have completed a risk assessment based on our 
own St Andrew’s Church guidelines for safe 
meeting for public worship and Artweeks Covid-19 

Policy. This is on display on the porch notice 
board. It includes clear signage of a one-way 
system through church: entrance at the front door 
and exit through the door in the church room. Open 
doors, hand sanitisers, regular clean down and the 
wearing of masks will be standard. Exhibitors will 
be well-spaced out in church and in the church 
room. A total of 20 people to be in the whole 
building at any one time. 
 
In the hope that our exhibition will be open in May, 
we have the commitment of seven artists and we 
are grateful that they have agreed to take part 
under these circumstances.  
 
We welcome back and give greetings to new 
exhibitors: 
 

Alison Soskice: Paintings: Watercolour paintings; 
some more abstract than others. 
 

Amy Surman: Jewellery: Handmade silver 
jewellery using traditional & contemporary 
methods. 
 
Anna Brooke: Paintings: Paintings and drawings 
in acrylic, pastel and charcoal; 
Bharat Patel: Photography: 'Recurring dreams of 
Oxford' - carefully blended photos that transform 
Oxford into a dreamland. 
 

Julia Sotkiewicz: Glass: Giving new life to things 
that are destined to be thrown away. I create 
recycled glass lamps and glass paintings. I use 
glass items for this (bottles, vases, etc) often 
purchased at charity shops as well. 
 

Kashmira Patel: Ceramics: Hand built ceramics, 
abstract and organic forms. 
 

Nelly Stanbury: Ceramics: Wheel-thrown and 
hand-built stoneware ceramics. 
 

You can see our Art at St Andrew’s page at:  
https://www.artweeks.org/festival/2021/art-st-
andrews 
 

This year's May festival includes 250 Covid-secure 
venues to visit, some close to church and you can 
browse by location to find them. You can also look 
at hundreds of video and on-line exhibitions over 
in the Artweeks Art Showcase 
 

There will be sign-up sheets in church for anyone 
who feels comfortable to be part of the stewarding 
of the event. Refreshments will not be offered to 
visitors this year. 
Here’s hoping! 
 

Julie Ifill 
Art at St Andrew’s Co-ordinator 

https://www.artweeks.org/festival/2021/art-st-andrews
https://www.artweeks.org/festival/2021/art-st-andrews
https://www.artweeks.org/showcase


  

CHURCH GARDEN 
 

 
 

‘I wondered lonely as a cloud  
that floats on high o’er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd,  
a host of golden daffodils’ 

 

William Wordsworth 
 
St Andrew’s Churchyard is once again ablaze with 
a host of golden daffodils. There are also many 
little pale-yellow bobbing primroses. It’s definitely 
the ‘yellow season’ of Spring! Last year, the 
Church was closed, ‘lockdown’ was new and I 
expect not many people visited the garden in April. 
But this year things are different, so please do 
come and enjoy our special peaceful, reflective 
space, perhaps from one of the seats in sun or 
shade. There are many other bulbs in flower now, 
crocus, grape hyacinth, iris, winter aconites, scilla 
and chionodoxia. The snowdrops are now over, 
but work is continuing to thin out overcrowded 
clumps and spreading them to other areas. Most 
of our snowdrops are small ‘Galanthus Nivalis’ but 
to my great excitement, I found a clump of taller 
green centred doubles trying to survive in the thick 
ground ivy. These have now been replanted near 
the front porch for everyone’s enjoyment next year. 
 
Many of you will have noticed the changes and 
new planting either side of the porch. The new 
white hydrangeas are under planted with 
snowdrops and primroses for spring and 
(hopefully) the various ‘white flowers for 
pollinators’ that I am growing at home will thrive 
when planted out after the risk of frost has passed. 
Two areas where the grass is thin, have been 
sown with mixed wild flower seeds. 
 
The removal of the old bushes has revealed the full 
extent of the grave with railings and a number of 
previously unseen head stones. I was informed by 
a very knowledgeable parishioner that the grave is 
known as ‘The Latimer Grave’.  

My interest was immediately stirred and of course 
I wondered who was ‘Latimer’ and why was he 
buried at St. Andrews? Could it be Bishop Latimer 
the martyr? After some false starts, help was found 
in ‘The Origins of Oxford Street Names’, a gem of 
a book for Oxford residents. I checked ‘Latimer 
Road’ and found that it was named after the 
Latimer family of Headington House. Edward 
Latimer (1775-1845) became Lord of the Manor of 
Heddington, via his wife Mary Jones. She inherited 
it from her aunt, Miss Elizabeth Jones, who was 
the Lady of the Manor of Heddington. Cardinal 
College (later Christ Church College) sold the 
living of St Andrew’s to the Lord of the Manor in 
1547, who retained patronage until it was given to 
Keble College in 1927. There is a memorial to 
Elizabeth and Edward on the wall of the Church. 
The grave is that of Digby Latimer (1808-1884) 
who was a barrister. Although he was the third son, 
he inherited the Lordship of the Manor, and served 
as Church Warden for many years. He went 
bankrupt in 1871 and had to sell the Lordship of 
the Manor and land. Several other members of the 
family are buried at St Andrew’s, Sturman (the 
grave is close to Digby’s), William, Frederick, 
Caroline and Louisa. They sound a most 
interesting family who had a long connection to Old 
Headington.  
 
How are you getting on with gardening at home? I 
am hoping, Corona virus notwithstanding, to have 
a plant ‘Bring and Swop’ morning with cake and a 
Churchyard tour towards the end of May when 
restrictions for outdoor mixing will be lifted. This is 
not a ‘Work Party’ ( however do feel welcome to do 
a bit of gardening!) but a social event to exchange 
home grown plants and cutting and simply enjoy 
the garden. So, remember the one packet of seed 
challenge! I am also running out of modules for 
potting on seedlings. If anyone has any unwanted 
trays or small pots could you kindly leave them for 
me by the shed and I will endeavour to fill them.  
 
Some of you may have children in need of 
entertaining over Easter or simply feel childish 
yourselves. Here is an idea for ‘seed bombs’. Mix 
a few handfuls of seed compost with about ¼ by 
volume of flour and enough water to bind it 
together into balls about the size of a ping-pong 
ball. Next roll the ball in wild flower seeds which 
can be purchased in quite big boxes very 
inexpensively. The children can have fun finding 
places to leave their seed bombs (but not in 
anyone’s private garden please!) 
 
 
 



  

A big ‘Thank you’ to those of you who have given 
me feedback and information about the 
Churchyard and a special ‘Thank you’ to my 
gardening predecessors who have made such 
valuable contributions over the years. Finally, last 
month I wrote about the benefits of planting trees. 
I have, however, been reminded of the need to 
plant considerately. Trees can cause neighbour 
disputes and damage to buildings and 
infrastructure. So, it’s the ‘right plant, right place’ 
mantra. Avoid planting near boundaries and 
buildings, don’t plant forest trees in urban gardens 
and consider your neighbours perspective. Then 
everyone should be happy! 
 
Stay safe and enjoy your gardens, 
 

Best wishes 
Jane Shepherd 

 
 

Notes from the Organ Bench 
 

 
 

‘Now the green blade riseth!’ 
 
The great Easter Hymn by Revd JMC Crum, ‘Now 
the green blade riseth from the buried grain’  is one 
which we all know well and would, ordinarily, be 
singing this Eastertide were circumstances 
different.  
 
Research into John Macleod Campbell Crum does 
not reveal a great deal. We know he was born in 
1872 in the village of Mere, Cheshire and the 
property in which he was born (Old Hall) is 
substantial; so one presumes that he came from a 
wealthy family. He was ordained Priest in 1900, in 
1928 he was a canon of Canterbury Cathedral, and 
he died in Farnham, Surrey in 1958. But I suggest 
that his legacy is far greater than is revealed by 
these stark facts. 
 
The symbolism behind the words of the hymn are 
strikingly obvious – Our Lord rises at Easter just as 
a seed that is planted gives rise to new life. For us, 
in the Northern Hemisphere, there is the added 
relevance in that Easter occurs at springtime when 

bulbs are flowering and when we plant seeds in the 
hope (and expectation) of new life developing as 
the months of summer unfold. It must be harder for 
those in New Zealand, where the temperature is 
already cooling as they move through autumn 
towards winter, to join up the two strands of Crum’s 
analogy. 
 
Might I be so bold as to suggest that Crum’s hymn 
works for us on an additional level this year? After 
all the months of lockdown and all the difficulties 
that the coronavirus pandemic has brought to us, 
we are finally seeing the beginning of the lifting of 
some of the restrictions that have impacted on us 
so severely. As we very gradually move towards 
the new, unlocked world, the last verse of the hymn 
seems particularly relevant to these times: 
When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain,  
Thy touch can call us back to life again . . . 
 
By the time you read these words, singing hymns 
outside while observing strict social distancing will 
be permitted and we will have enjoyed being able 
to join in singing of hymns: ‘Ride on, ride on in 
Majesty!’ on Palm Sunday and ‘Thine be the Glory’ 
on Easter morning. How uplifting: how wonderful! 
 
When we are inside, we will continue to sit socially 
distanced from one another and singing will 
continue not to be permitted. The pathway for the 
return of a choir remains less clear: the rubric 
states that where singing by a choir is essential to 
the act of worship, singing by the smallest group 
possible is permitted. One wonders what is meant 
by ‘essential’ and ‘smallest group’. 
 
So for the foreseeable future, the work of your 
organist continues in its current guise – prelude, 
processional, offertory, communion and 
recessional or postlude. I hope you have enjoyed 
the enhanced repertoire that these opportunities 
have presented. From the lovely comments I have 
received, I know just how much you have all 
appreciated Adrienne’s return to St Andrew’s. I’d 
like to thank her for sharing her talent with us and 
for all she brings to our worship. 
 
As our restrictions are slowly lifted, we look 
forward, with hope, to the time when we shall, once 
again, be able to enjoy a choral presence in our 
services and, who knows, a cup of coffee 
afterwards. 
 
I hope you all have a very happy and a very 
Blessed Easter. 
 

Richard Bennett 
Director of Music 



  

Beware of scams! 
 

Unfortunately, there has been a big increase in 
attempted scams during the pandemic, driven I 
suppose by the fact that we have been spending 
more time at home, on our phones and on our 
laptops. 
 

So I thought I would highlight a few of the more 
common ones, to try to help people avoid falling for 
them. But please note that this is certainly not an 
exhaustive list. 
 

Phone calls from people purporting to be from the 
police or bank (people you would be expected to 
trust) providing very convincing stories but 
essentially they want you to provide details of your 
bank card number and PIN, or to transfer cash to 
them. 
Examples are: 
 

The police have apprehended a villain with 
debit/credit card information, including one of 
yours and they want to check details of your 
account. 
 

The bank are performing a security check on staff 
at the local branch and want you to submit a test 
transaction for which they will add a ‘reward’ to 
your account. 
 

The bank notice that your bank card is about to 
expire and have had some delays in posting out 
new cards, so they will deliver one by courier to 
you. They ask that you have your old card ready to 
give them to dispose of. 
 

Phones calls purporting to be from your internet 
provider technical department, saying that you will 
be cut off if you don’t pay an outstanding charge.  
Phones calls purporting to be from Microsoft 
Support, saying that you have a virus on your 
system, for which you can pay them for some 
bogus software to correct it. 
 

Phone calls that hang up, enticing you to call back, 
but then it is a premium rate call and it just keeps 
ringing, as they don’t answer.  
 

Emails purporting to be from HMRC saying that 
you have a tax rebate, which you can request to be 
paid for by clicking on a fake website, which asks 
for bank account details. 
 

Emails purporting to be from Amazon saying that 
your Amazon Prime service will be cancelled 
unless you click on a fake website which asks for 
a payment. 
 

Text messages saying that a Royal Mail delivery 
requires a payment otherwise the goods will be 
returned to vendor unless you click on a link to a 
fake website requesting payment. 

 

I have received all of these! It is easy to get drawn 
into them especially if they happen to coincide with 
some real activity in your life, like expecting a tax 
rebate or a parcel delivery, or your bank really has 
been querying a card transaction. But the rogues 
send these out in vast quantities and only need a 
small proportion to get lucky for them. 
 

A couple of basic measures to remember: 
 

For any phone call received ‘out of the blue’ that 
asks you to do something that involves making a 
payment or providing bank details, stop the call, 
and ring the organisation back. Don’t use any 
phone number that they provide; look it up on the 
internet or on a recent bill. And it is best to use a 
different phone, as the villains can keep your 
landline open for a while and intercept a call that 
you make.  
 

For any link that you are asked to click on in an 
email or text message check that the URL 
actually corresponds exactly to one used by the 
organisation. 
Keep safe!                                

Natacha Huggett 
Parish Safeguarding Officer 

 
 

 

 
 

SPECIAL OCCASION CARDS & 
PRAYER CARDS 

  
We have a collection of beautiful greeting 

cards with an inspirational verse designed by 
Just Cards Direct.  

The greeting cards are in the Bookstall to the 
right of the main door as you enter church.  
Just Cards Direct work in partnership with 

projects in Rwanda, South Africa and Kenya 
and give the majority of their profits to 

Christian charities.  
 

We also have a stand with prayer cards at the 
back of church. 

 

 



  

From the Vicar 
 

Poor old Thomas! There may be very little written 
about him in the Bible but what a reputation he has! 
He’s branded a pessimist on the basis of one verse 
(John 11:16) in which he expects the disciples to 
die if they follow Christ to Jerusalem. But is that an 
unrealistic expectation: after all, Jesus did end up 
crucified? He’s criticised for not being with the 
other disciples when the risen Christ appeared. 
Doubting already, some presume! But maybe he 
was the only one brave enough to leave hiding and 
get supplies? He’s accused of lacking faith 
because he wouldn’t believe what the other 
disciples said but wanted to see evidence for 
himself. But was that so unreasonable? After all, 
no one had ever risen from the dead before! 
 
Yet Thomas’ lack of faith has become so renowned 
that the phrase “doubting Thomas” is used, often 
in a derogatory sense, of anyone who demands 
evidence before believing something. Yet does 
today’s reading condemn him for doubting? Is 
Thomas really such a bad example to follow? 
 
On that first Easter evening the disciples are in 
hiding, frightened of sharing Christ’s fate. 
However, Thomas is not amongst them and we are 
not told why. Jesus’ appearance reveals a 
transformed body, for a locked door cannot keep 
him out. Yet, at the same time, he’s clearly still the 
same person, as Christ proves to the disciples by 
showing them his crucifixion wounds. 
 
Thomas has to wait an entire week before he too 
can witness this. How hard it must have been not 
to be able to share in the joy of his fellow disciples. 
But when Jesus does appear to Thomas, it is in 
exactly the same way as he did to the others. 
Knowing what Thomas has demanded, Christ 
offers him the chance to place his finger in his 
wounds. However, it appears that seeing was 
enough to remove Thomas’ doubt and reveal 
something remarkable to him: that Christ was 
divine. Thomas is often criticised for his doubts, yet 
it was his doubts which led him to see the risen 
Christ for himself.  
 
Thomas shows that faith can grow when doubts 
are faced and addressed. On the other hand, it’s 
also true that dwelling upon doubts can damage 
our faith. So how should we approach doubt? The 
great Christian writer, C.S. Lewis, in his book Mere 
Christianity, says that our minds are not 
“completely ruled by reason” but also by our 
emotions and imagination. Not all doubts have a 
rational basis, but can stem from changes in our 
mood and circumstance.  

He illustrates this by saying that although we know 
that anaesthetic knocks us out, we may start to 
doubt it just before undergoing an operation! This 
is not because our belief has been proven untrue, 
but simply because we are afraid. Similarly, we 
may doubt our faith not because it has been 
challenged by any new rational argument but for 
emotional reasons, perhaps because we’re going 
through a testing time. In those circumstances, 
Lewis suggests that we do not dwell on doubt but 
concentrate on faith, “holding on to things your 
reason has once accepted, in spite of your 
changing moods”. 
 
The call and commission of Jesus Christ is for all 
Christians who work in this place.  We have 
experienced the risen Christ, we have progressed 
from doubt to belief, the Holy Spirit of God 
empowers us through the Eucharist - the final step 
is to be able to say that we are sent out in the 
power of the Spirit to live and work to the praise 
and glory of God and that we go out into the world 
around us in the peace of the risen Lord to love him 
and to serve him. 
 
Have a joyful Easter! 
 

Fr Darren  
 

 
During one of our visits to my elderly mother she 
was telling us about her school friends and 
related how one of them, Olive, went on to marry 
a Mr, Green. This was in the days when women 
traditionally adopted the surname of their 
husband. This started a bit of a trend and they all 
tried to find a suitable Mr Right. So, 
 
Rose married a Mr Budd, and became a gardener 
Lily married a Mr White, and was a laundress. 
Laurie married Mr Parke, and helped him with his 
transport business. 
Penny married Mr Black, and naturally she 
worked in the Post Office. 
Hazel married Mr Wood, and they made 
gardening products. 
Daisy married Mr Cheney, and they moved to the 
countryside. 
Flo couldn’t find a Mr Right, but she settled down 
with Ed. 
 
Okay, so only the first one is true! But we had 
some fun thinking of the others. And no doubt you 
can too, as a little distraction in what remains of 
lockdown! 
 

Bruce Huggett 
 



  

 


