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Did you know that the Bible has two different words for “time”? The first word, chronos, 
describes linear time, the regular and sequential passing of seconds, minutes, hours, days and 
weeks. This is the flow of time that we all experience in our lives—“calendar time”, we might 
call it—as we progress from the past into the present and onto the future. But the second word, 
kairos, is more interesting. It describes a moment that breaks into that flow of time transversally, 
something that comes from the outside into our lives, disrupting the trajectory of life we thought 
was ours and setting us on a new path towards a future we had not perhaps anticipated. 

In our reading from Romans 13, the Apostle reminds us that Christians have experienced this 
second definition of time, in addition to the first. “For you know what time it is”, he says, “how 
it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep” (Rom 13:11). And of course, the word he uses 
in that verse is kairos. To be a Christian is to have had the experience of something breaking into 
your life, interrupting its flow or direction, so that things can never be the same again. 

What is this thing that has come into our lives in this moment of kairos? Quite simply, it is “the 
Gospel”, the announcement of what God has done, that “we have been justified freely by His 
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus” (Rom 3:24). We become a Christian 
when we hear this announcement, this “Gospel”, and receive it into our lives. For me, that took 
place in my teens, when some friends shared the message with me and, as a result, I decided to 
put my faith in Jesus. What about you? Perhaps you can’t point to a single moment. Well, that’s 
fine. This kairos event happens in different ways and even in different timescales for all of us. But 
the point is, for Christians there is always a before and an after. There is a decisive moment of 
change. “Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy” (1 Pet 2:10). To be a Christian is to have had 
your life interrupted by an encounter with Jesus Christ such that things are never the same again.  

This is my last sermon with you at St Andrew’s. But it seems a good one to leave you with. 
Becase this reading describes what life should look like for Christians who have experienced this 
kairos event—that is, all of us. And so, as I say farewell, here are three things to think about. And 
my prayer is that these would characterise our lives as Christians in the months and years ahead. 

The first characteristic of the Christian life is the injunction to love. In the first part of this 
chapter, Paul has been explaining the obligations we have as citizens, to be “obedient to the 
governing authorities” (Rom 13:1), to “pay our taxes” (Rom 13:6), and so on. Now, he extends 
that language of obligation beyond the realm of the civic, and into every nook and cranny of our 
lives. “Owe no one anything”, he says, “except to love one another” (Rom 13:8). So we’re not 
simply invited to love others—it is our obligation, just as we are obligated to be good citizens. 
Please note: we’re not called to love others as a means of improving our standing with God. That 
is simply moralism. And, as you know, for the Christian there is nothing more you can do to 
earn the favour of God; that favour is already fully secured in Christ. So we do not love others in 
order to earn God’s love; no, we love others simply out of an overflow of gratitude for the love 
God has already shown us. “Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another” (1 John 4:11). Does that sort of love characterise us? There are many in our community 



who are lonely. There are some in our community who do not have, or who have never known, 
unconditional love from another person. Can we go out of these doors and find them? And then 
can we pour out to them the love God has so abundantly shown to us? 

The second thing that characterises the Christian life is an engagement with God’s law. Look 
again at the text. Paul lists a number of the OT commandments. And then he says: “love is the 
fulfilment of this law” (Rom 13:10). This sounds rather odd to our ears, does it not? After all, we 
tend to associate love with freedom, but law with constraint. And yet, the Bible tells us God 
gives us His law as an expression of His love. A few months ago we cycled over to University 
Parks. There by the river were some geese. William, aged 5, who (as you know) is a brave little 
adventurer, immediately began to move towards them. I grabbed him by arm and yanked him 
back. He squealed! That’s not fair! I was restricting his freedom! But, as all parents know, that act of 
“law” was really an expression of “love”. For, just a few moments later, I was holding William 
safely in my arms as a gaggle of angry geese began to peck at my ankles and beat their wings 
aggressively! In the same way, God gives commands to His people. Not to curtail our liberty! 
But as an expression of His love and to enable us to live our lives to the full. So to be a Christian 
is always to have the Bible open in our hands. For here we have the maker’s instructions. As we 
read, we will perhaps echo the words of the Psalmist, “I meditate on Your laws all day long; I 
rejoice in them as one rejoices in the possession of great riches” (Ps 119:15-17). And, through 
reading, we will come to understand better the love of God that we are called to show 
unconditionally to others. 

So, to be a Christian is to be indebted to love others. It is to be constantly enquiring of God how 
His love is expressed through the Scriptures. But third and finally, it is to experience radical, 
internal change. For look at what Paul says in the final verse of our passage: “therefore put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires” (Rom 13:14). To 
become a Christian, to live after that kairos event, is to find our deepest inner selves being altered. 
“We are being transformed into His image”, says Paul elsewhere, “with ever-increasing glory” (2 
Cor 3:18). This is what we call the doctrine of sanctification. By His Holy Spirit, God promises 
nothing less than to come into your life; to make you more like Himself; to change you from the 
inside out. He wants to make you more truthful; more kind; more pure; more courageous; more 
content. Don’t be surprised if that process is sometimes challenging and even painful. For God 
will surely work in areas of our lives that are deeply-engrained. But let us always look to the 
ultimate goal, which is to be “conformed to the image of His son” (Rom 8:29). 

I couldn’t say goodbye without one final quote from C. S. Lewis, could I! “Imagine yourself as a 
living house”, says Lewis in Mere Christianity. “When you become a Christian, God comes in to 
rebuild that house”. At first, perhaps, we have a sense of what He is doing: He’s getting the 
drains right, He’s stopping the leaks in the roof, and so on. “But then”, says Lewis, “something 
else begins to happen, something that takes you by surprise. The change becomes more radical. 
He starts knocking the house about in a way that hurts abominably and does not seem to make 
any sense. What on earth is He up to? The explanation is that He is building quite a different 
house from the one you thought of. He’s throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor 
there, running up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were being made into a decent 
little cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself”. 

To be a Christian is to live after a kairos moment. When we let Christ into our lives, we should 
not expect to remain the same. He gave His life to redeem us. And now He sends his Spirit into 
our hearts to make us a residence fit for a king. Let us pray for that to happen. And let us be 
ready for God to make us more and more the people He wants us to be in His world.  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  


