
 
 
 
 
 
Dear friends, 
 
We meet again for worship this coming Sunday, 6th September. On behalf of the clergy 
and church wardens, thank you for your co-operation with the “new normal” that has 
been in operation since the beginning of July. As you know, face-coverings are now 
mandatory for all attending, except service leaders and those with medical exemptions.  
 
As Fr Darren mentioned last week, numbers at the 10.00am service are increasing so we 
will consider reducing the 2m distancing now that we have the mitigation of face-
coverings. This coming Sunday, however, we expect things to be the same as in previous 
weeks. Regarding other resources, the Diocesan Church at Home service resumes this 
Sunday after a hiatus during August: you can access the service and accompanying order 
of service at www.oxford.anglican.org/livestream. For those without online access, you 
are able to dial 0800 804 8044 for daily hymns, reflections and prayers. 
 
We continue to mourn the passing of Caroline Robertson after her unexpected death on 
26th August. Caroline’s funeral will take place in church on Friday 11th September at 
1.00pm. All are welcome to attend, but unfortunately there is a maximum capacity (due 
to COVID restrictions). If you are intending to come, please would you have a word 
with myself (this week) or with Fr Darren (next week). Please do remember Caroline’s 
daughter, Emma, in your prayers at this very challenging time. 
 
Now for a personal note, if I may. By the time you’ll be reading this letter, my curacy 
will be just about over (I’m coming back as a “one-off” on Sunday 20th September for a 
final farewell and will look forward to seeing some of you there). Thank you for the 
many ways in which you have shown hospitality, kindness and support to Sarah, myself 
and the children over the last three years. We have really appreciated being with you and 
sharing this part of our Christian journey with you all. And so it just remains for me to 
wish you all the best for the future. Just as you have been doing, do keep those Bibles 
open, since these are “the Holy Scriptures that are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15). And just as you have been doing, do 
continue to be praying for opportunities to share the message about Jesus with friends, 
family and neighbours, and indeed with “anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 
that we have” (1 Peter 3:15). And, if I don’t see you in person, may I leave you with 
words spoken by St Paul as he bade farewell to a church he knew well: “now I commit 
you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an 
inheritance among all those who are sanctified” (Acts 20:32).  
 
Every blessing to you all! And do please stay in touch; we are only down the road! 
 
 

 
 
Fr Tim 


