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Introduction 
 
Today is Trinity Sunday. It’s a day the church sets aside to think with particular focus about 
trinitarian doctrine: that God is one being, subsisting eternally in three persons: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
 
Now, I believe it’s the case that in many churches, up-and-down the country, there’s a 
tradition for the vicar to hand this sermon over to the curate. As if curates didn’t have enough 
to worry about! But can I say to you now: I’m glad I’m doing this one! Because trinitarian 
doctrine is to do with the deep things of God. And so to think about the Trinity is to think 
about the most beautiful and the most important thoughts it is possible to imagine. It’s a 
wonderful and exciting adventure. So shall we do it together?  
 
I’m going to jump around a bit in some Bible texts, but here are the three headings I’d like us 
to consider:  
 

1. An ancient love-story 
2. Created to relate 
3. The cry of passion 

 
1. An Ancient Love Story  
 
In our reading this morning, and throughout the Gospel of John, we hear about the eternal 
relationships that exist between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. And they are all to do with 
“glorification”: 
 

• In John 17:24, Jesus says: “Father, you have glorified me since before the creation of 
the world”. 

• Earlier in that same chapter, Jesus says of himself: “Father, I have glorified you on 
earth” (17:5). 

• And in our reading this morning, we heard Jesus say of the Holy Spirit: “he will 
glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you” (16:14). 



 
What does it mean to “glorify” somebody?  
 
Glorification is the ultimate expression of a true love relationship. Think about your own life: 
if you are really and truly in love with somebody, what happens? You “glorify” the person 
you love. You lift them up. You put them on a pedestal. You praise and adore them. You lay 
aside your own rights and privileges in order to do whatever it takes to please them. You say: 
“what will make you happy? What can I get you? What do you need? I’m on it” That’s the 
language of true love. It’s to put aside yourself and to raise up the other person. And, as you 
all know, there’s no greater thing in the world than to have someone love you like that. 
 
Now look at these verses! Wonder of wonders, this is exactly what we find taking place in the 
very being of God. From all eternity the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have been “glorifying” 
one another, offering praise and love and adoration to one another, in degrees we cannot 
imagine, since before the creation of the world. And that means that at the very heart of God 
there is a sort of life and energy.  
 
Here’s how C. S. Lewis puts it: 
 

The doctrine of the Trinity means we believe that an exchange of love 
has been going on in God forever […] in Christianity God is not a static 
thing, but a dynamic, pulsating activity, a life, almost a kind of drama. 
Almost, if you will not think me irreverent, a kind of dance. (Mere 
Christianity, chap.26) 

 
Is there any other religion in the world that has warrant to speak of God in these terms? Think 
about it … 
 

• In eastern religions, God is conceived as a force; he is impersonal. So it would be 
implausible to talk of him in terms of active, dynamic relationships.  

• But even in western religions; yes, you may have a personal God, but that God is 
“uni-personal”. And so it’s hard to see how a being like that could really and truly 
love. Because love is something one person feels and does to another person.  

 
But we believe in a trinitarian God. And so at the heart of Christianity is an ancient love-
story. The three persons of the Trinity have been pouring out love to one another, 
experiencing infinite joy and happiness, from before time itself began. 
 
And that’s just the first point! 
 
2. The Purpose of Creation 
 
So where do we come in?  
 
Or, can we put it this way: what was God’s purpose in creating us? (now there’s a question-
and-a-half for a Sunday morning!) 
 



If the world had been created by a “uni-personal” God, then surely the purpose of creating 
human beings would be to get love, to get praise, to get glorification. But why would a tri-
personal God create a world? Certainly not to get love: our God already had that from all 
eternity. No, it was to share love. That’s why Jesus says: “Father, my prayer for those who 
believe is that they may be one as we are one” (John 17:22).  
 
And so there’s a very practical point that comes out of this for us. If this is how God created 
the world, then the highest meaning and purpose of your life, and the only way you will ever 
be happy, is to participate in God’s eternal love relationship.  
 
Most nights, just after our Bible time, Thea and I get this little book out: it’s a catechism for 
children; questions and answers that we can learn together to understand our faith. And here 
is question 4: “How and why did God create us?” And the answer is simple, but 100% right: 
“God created us male and female in his own image to glorify him”.  
 
But is that we what do?  
 
Not at all!  
 
We go through our lives, don’t we, looking for other things to glorify. We look at things in 
the world, even good things, and we put them at the centre of our lives, instead of God. That’s 
why Martin Luther called the human heart “a factory of idols”. We are always turning aside 
from worship of the true God and making something else our functional lord and saviour. It 
doesn’t matter what it is! Money, family, friends, career, physical appearance, a good 
reputation, having the best car, having the best house, - don’t get me wrong, those are all 
good things. But they can become ultimate things; they can come to define my whole identity; 
they can be become the things on which we stake all our joy and satisfaction; they can 
become the things we “glorify”.  
 
But here’s the problem. None of those things can truly satisfy. Why not? Because you were 
made for something else. You were created to relate to one in whom glory is truly found. And 
if you give that glory to someone or something else, you are going against the grain of your 
own being. What foolish creatures we are. Is it any wonder that we are unhappy, frustrated 
and lost?  
 
That true love-story you are so desperately seeking is found only in God; he created the world 
to share it; and the only way you will have it is if you worship him and him alone, and give 
him all the glory. 
 
3. The Passionate Embrace 
 
We’ve seen how John’s Gospel uses the language of “glorification” to describe the 
relationships between Father, Son and Spirit at the very heart of God.  
 
But one of the things that surprises me is that the Gospel uses that same language to describe 
an event that on the surface of things was not glorious at all: Jesus’ death on the cross. In John 
17:1 Jesus says: “Father, the hour has come; glorify thy Son”. And he was referring to the 
death he was about to die: painful, degrading, God-forsaken.  



So what’s the link between the glory of God’s trinitarian love-story and the ignominy of the 
cross?  
 
Here’s the point: at the cross, Jesus Christ was opening a way for us to share in the glorifying 
love that has been at the heart of God for all eternity. At the cross, Jesus was paying the 
penalty for all the times we have pushed God out of our lives and glorified something else. At 
the cross, Jesus was inviting us back into the beating heart of the universe. But do you see the 
link? At the cross, Jesus was doing for us what the Father, Son and Holy Spirit had been 
doing for each other for all eternity; giving themselves in love for one another.  
 
I don’t think anyone’s put it better than C. S. Lewis again: 
 

In this idea of self-giving, we touch a rhythm not only of all creation but 
of being itself. For when he was crucified, Jesus was doing in the wild 
weather of his outlying provinces that which he had done at home in 
glory and in gladness.  (The Problem of Pain) 

 
It is the very nature of our God to give himself in love for others. And in Christ, he comes out 
to “the wild weather of his outlying provinces” and he offers that to you. Do you know that 
for yourself? Is the whole of your life orientated around that reality? Do you desire with all 
your heart to go out and invite others to come in and know it too?  
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