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November Calendar 
 

 
 

 
The views expressed in this magazine are not  
necessarily those of the Editor.  
No responsibility can be taken for advertising 
statements published. 

 
 

From the Registers 
 
Funerals 

15th October Sr Alison of Christ the King, SLG 
19th  Richard Ward 
21st   Pamela Hartley 
27th   Debra Pritchard 
 
 
 

November Readings 
 
1st November  All Saints’ Day 

Old Testament Revelation 7.9 - end 
Psalm   34.1-10 
New Testament 1 John 3.1–3 
Gospel   Matthew 5.1-12 
 
8th November  3rd before Advent 
   Remembrance Sunday 
Old Testament Wisdom 6.12–16 
Psalm   70 
New Testament 1 Thessalonians 4.13–18 
Gospel   Matthew 25.1-13 
 
15th November 2nd before Advent 
Old Testament Zephaniah 1.7, 12-18 
Psalm   90.1-12 
New Testament 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11 
Gospel   Matthew 25.14-30 
 
22nd November Christ the King 

Old Testament Ezekiel 34.11–16, 20–24 
Psalm   95.1-7 
New Testament Ephesians 1.15–23 
Gospel   Matthew 25.31-end 
 
29th November Advent 1 

Old Testament  Isaiah 64.1-9 
Psalm    80.1-8 
New Testament  1 Corinthians 1.3–9 
Gospel   Mark 13.24-end 
 
 

 
 

Flowers for St Andrew’s 

 
If anyone would like to make a donation towards 

the cost of the flowers throughout the year,  
maybe in memory of a loved one, or to celebrate a 

special occasion then please do contact me on 
Oxford 874477. 

 
Pauline Hessey 

 

 

1 Sun FEAST OF ALL SAINTS

BCP 8.00am

Parish Eucharist 10.00am

All Souls' Service 3.00pm

2 M Eucharist 9.30am

3 T Richard Hooker none

4 W Eucharist BCP 10.00am

5 Th Eucharist 7.30pm

6 F none

7 S Willibrord of York, Bishop none

8 Sun 3rd SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY BCP 8.00am

Parish Eucharist 10.00am

9 M Eucharist 9.30am

10 T Leo the Great, Bishop of Rome none

11 W Martin, Bishop of Tours

Eucharist BCP 10.00am

12 Th Eucharist 7.30pm

13 F Charles Simeon, Priest none

14 S none

15 Sun 2nd SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT

BCP 8.00am

Parish Eucharist 10.00am

16 M Margaret, Queen of Scotland

Eucharist 9.30am

17 T Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln none

18 W Elizabeth of Hungary

Eucharist BCP 10.00am

19 Th Hilda, Abbess of Whitby

Eucharist 7.30pm

20 F Edmund, King of the East Angles none

21 S none

22 Sun FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING

BCP 8.00am

Parish Eucharist 10.00am

23 M Clement, Bishop of Rome

Eucharist 9.30am

24 T none

25 W Eucharist BCP 10.00am

26 Th Eucharist 7.30pm

27 F none

28 S none

29 Sun  1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT

BCP 8.00am

Parish Eucharist 10.00am

30 ST ANDREW THE APOSTLE 9.30am

Patronal Festival 7.30pm



  

From the Vicar…… 
Dear friends, 
 

I am delighted to announce the appointment of 
Luke Norman as our new curate from July 2021.  
My offer has been accepted by Luke and has been 
confirmed by the Bishop.  Some of you may 
remember him from a placement he did with us in 
September 2015.  Luke will begin work when he has 
been ordained deacon by the bishop.  We will 
hopefully know the date quite soon.  He and his 
family will move into the curate’s house on 
Westlands Drive sometime in June.  You can read 
more about Luke later in the magazine. 
 

We have had a student preacher from St Stephen’s 
House already and we will welcome a Wycliffe Hall 
student later in the month and again next year.  And 
in the interests of college balance we have a 
student on placement from Cuddesdon!  Claire 
Abraham has already started her two term Sunday 
placement at St Andrew’s. She is in her second 
year of full time training and will be on placement at 
St Andrew’s until Easter. She lives in college with 
her husband Russ who may accompany her 
occasionally on Sunday mornings. Claire hails from 
Essex where all being well she will return for curacy. 
Prior to training for ordained ministry she was a 
project manager based in Canary Wharf. I know 
she is very much looking forward to her time at St 
Andrew’s getting to know people and participating 
in the life of the parish. 
 

We will celebrate St Andrew’s Day as usual.  The 
main service will be at 7.30pm on 30th November 
and I am delighted that Bishop Olivia has agreed to 
preach.  Please do support this event. 
 

Christmas!  Well what can I say?  Firstly, it isn’t 
cancelled.  Secondly, we will do our best to arrange 
events that are within whatever guidelines are in 
place when the time comes and which keep 
everyone safe.  Keep an eye on our social media. 
 

With my love and prayers, 
 

Fr Darren 
 

   

NOTICE 

 
The Vestry Meeting to elect the 

Churchwardens will be held on Saturday 
21st November at 10am in the Church. 

 
St Andrew’s APCM  

will follow the Vestry Meeting. 
 

 

ALL SOULS 
 

A Service of Remembrance and 
Reflection 

 
Sunday 1st November 

3pm 
 

 
 

Please join us to remember departed 
loved ones and to light a candle  

and plant a spring bulb. 
 
 

 
Flag News 

 
8th Remembrance Sunday Union flag 
11th Armistice Day   Union flag 
14th Prince of Wales’ birthday Union flag 
20th The Queen & Prince Philip’s  
 wedding anniversary  Union flag  
30th  St Andrew's Day  Saltire 

 
The Saltire or Saint Andrew's cross (also the flag 

of Scotland), is a blue field with a white saltire. 
According to tradition, it represents Saint Andrew, 
who is supposed to have been crucified on a cross 

of that form (called a crux decussate) at Patras, 
Greece. 

 
Tim Cadel 

 

 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE YOUR COPY OF THE NORMAN 
ARCH 



  

 

New Curate! 

 

Luke writes, “I was glad when they said to me, let 

us go up to St Andrews!” (cf Psalm 122.)  

Helen, Maria, (13), Sibisi, (9) and I are very much 

looking forward to moving across the city to North 

Way and Headington. We are originally from 

Derbyshire but have lived in East Oxford for six 

years now and have been members of Ss Mary & 

John, Cowley Road for five.   

 

Luke with his family, including his mum 

 

The kindness of the people we have already met 

in the parish has made the prospect feel like a 

home coming. I am currently completing my 

training at Ripon College Cuddesdon after 19 

years of police service, largely in Nottinghamshire 

but lately in Oxford. Helen will continue to teach at 

Sibisi’s primary school and we are all looking 

forward to getting a puppy when we move.  

My route to ordination has been a slow and 

winding one and I very much look forward to 

sharing in your journeys and this church’s journey 

as we seek our God together.” 

 

 

News from the bell tower 

 

 
 

After several months not ringing, we have since 
July been ringing four bells for 15 minutes before 
the service on Sunday morning. This is what is 
allowed by the Regulations and the guidance 
agreed by the Church of England and the Central 
Council of Church Bellringers.  
 

We have in October begun to have a practice on a 
Wednesday at 7.30 on the same basis. From the 
end of October we have been ringing alternately for 
a Wednesday practice, and for the Thursday 
evening service. We can only do one or the other, 
as the ropes must be left for 48 hours before 
different ringers use them.  
 

As there are up to 12 ringers at Headington who are 
able and willing to ring at the current time, we have 
a rota to spread the ringing around between us. 
Only 4 ringers can ring at each session, and must 
stay on the same rope, unless they are part of a 
household with another ringer, which some are. We 
are making the best of a bad job, and have learned 
some new "methods" (sequences) for 4 bells. 

 

Clare Fairbairn 
Captain of the Tower 



  

MISSION OF THE MONTH 

 

 

SILVER STAR SOCIETY 

SPECIAL CARE FOR MOTHERS WITH 

MEDICAL COMPLICATIONS DURING 

PREGNANCY 

The Silver Star Society was founded in 1986/87 by 
a group of parents who got to know one another as 
they waited for the births of their babies.   
 
The Founding of Silver Star 

With our families and friends, with staff members 
and other amazing people we fundraise for the 
Silver Star Unit. Fundraising means annual summer 
and Christmas Parties, jumble sales, raffles, coffee 
mornings, fun runs, and sponsoring or even running 
in our Silver Star London Marathon Team. We need 
new ideas and new members. We need you! Then 
the sky’s the limit! 
 

The Silver Star Society has, over the last 30 years, 
raised nearly £1million.  This has been used to buy 
clinical equipment – for example, four ultrasound 
scanners, funded the much praised Family Rooms, 
now in constant use on Level 6,  provided Midwifery 
Bursaries, supported research into pre-eclampsia, 
purchased 14 dropdown beds for Levels 5 & 6, 
provided a new Gynae couch for Level 1 plus lots 
more. 
 

Our aim in 2018 was to purchase and install 6 CTG 
monitors here on Level 6. The monitors help to 
detect problems with your unborn babies. We have 
already successfully raised £25,000 to buy 4 of 
these monitors and the network needed to run the 
machines. 
 
In January 2019 our patron, Clare Mackintosh, the 
international best-selling author very kindly donated 
£10,000 from her latest book A Cotswold Family 
Life, enabling us to order a further three monitors.  
 

We are the first in the world with a totally integrated 
computerised heart rate testing system for women 
not yet in labour, what a magnificent achievement 
for the Silver Star Society and you our wonderful 
supporters. 

Our 2020 appeal is to purchase 6 more monitors for 
the Observation Area & MAU Over two decades, 
we have raised more than £1,000,000. We have 
provided several Ultrasound scanners, a high 
dependency bed for very sick mothers and hand-
held baby monitors. 
 

We help our midwives attend meetings and 
conferences. We support local research into 
important pregnancy problems, particularly pre-
eclampsia. We help by bridging gaps in funding 
research staff and by buying important equipment. 
Your support allows us to continue these fantastic 
achievements and has made the Silver Star 
Research Team international leaders in their field.  
 

The charity is also compiling a shopping list of 
equipment that is needed for the Maternity wards.  
When it is complete they will publish it on the 
website along with the amount they need to raise 
by item. Items they would like to purchase for the 
Level 6 ward include: 
Sonic Aids; 
Out-patient area furniture; 
Counselling Rooms refurbishment. 
 

If you would like to raise money for a particular item, 
something that perhaps you have used extensively 
while in the care of Silver Star please get in touch 
and let us know your fundraising plans. 
 
Silver Star Unit, Level 6 Women’s Centre,  
John Radcliffe Hospital 
For further information:- 
Tel: 221718 or silverstar.society@ouh.nhs.uk 
 

 

ST ANDREW’S BOAT 

 

The boat will be out in church on 
29th November & 6th and 13th December. 

 
We ask that unwrapped gifts, for all ages, and also 
toiletries be placed in the boat on those Sundays 

. 
These will be distributed by the Salvation Army for 

Christmas. 
 

http://www.silverstaroxford.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Founding-of-Silver-Star-John-Brown.pdf
mailto:silverstar.society@ouh.nhs.uk


  

Notes from the Organ Bench 
 
 

 
 
 
Many of you may recall that Fr Bernard read 
Chemistry when he was at university. You may not, 
however, be aware that, albeit a few years later, I 
followed in his footsteps. However, whereas Fr 
Bernard was a chemist through and through, in my 
final year at university, I opted out of studying one 
of the fields of chemistry to enable me the study 
C19th English Literature instead. It is a decision I 
have never regretted. 
 
It is at the time of year, when the clocks go back 
and we begin to plan for long evenings at home 
when, with the curtains drawn to shut out the cold 
and the wet, and the heating turn up or, if you are 
lucky enough, a fire flickering in the grate, we might 
reach for a book of poetry and read some of the 
wonderful poems written about Autumn which I 
discovered in the stead of a final year of Physical 
Chemistry! 
 
I started last month’s ‘Notes’ by quoting the ‘Ode to 
Autumn’ by John Keats: 
 

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, 
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; 

Conspiring with him how to load and bless 
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run; 

 
The start of the last verse reads: 

 
Where are the songs of spring?  

Ay, Where are they? 
Think not of them, thou hast thy music too,— 
While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day, 

And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue; 
Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn 

Among the river sallows, borne aloft 
Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies; 

 
I think I should point out, very quickly, before some 
might take offence, the adjective ‘wailful’ means 
sorrowful and is not to be confused with ‘wailing’ 
which means something altogether different! 

It is interesting that Keats refers to the ‘music’ of 
autumn and to the choir. It picks up a theme also 
found in Shakespeare’s Sonnet 73: 
 

That time of year thou mayst in me behold 
When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang 

Upon those boughs which shake against the cold, 
Bare ruin'd choirs,  

where late the sweet birds sang. 
 
Again, let me explain, very quickly, that ‘Bare ruin’d 
choirs’ recalls the ruins of the monasteries after 
they were dissolved by Henry VIII; here, "choir" 
refers to the place where the choir sang rather than 
the choristers (the birds) themselves. In my youth 
this would have required no explanation since, at 
Canterbury, the place where the choir sing is called 
‘the quire’! 
 
So, what about the music of November? November 
is, traditionally, the season of remembrance. The 
month starts with All Saints on Sunday 1st 
November and All Souls is the next day. This year, 
Remembrance Sunday falls just a week later on 
Sunday 8th November. 
 
The organ music for November will, to a large 
extent, be by English composers. We have had a 
very good look at the early English Organ music 
over the last few weeks so now I will be moving into 
the Victorian era and the C20th.  
 
Although I may have told you this before (and I 
make no apology for repeating myself!) two pieces 
deserve special mention: they are George Thalban-
Ball’s Elegy and Hubert Parry’s Elegie (1918): 
 
Thalben-Ball composed several anthems and 
organ works, of which the best known is his 
meditative Elegy for organ, which was played at the 
Funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales. This piece 
originated in an improvisation which Thalben-Ball 
played at the end of a live BBC daily religious 
service during World War II, when the service 
finished a couple of minutes earlier than expected. 
So many listeners to the broadcast telephoned the 
BBC to ask what the composition was, that he 
decided to write down his improvisation as well as 
he could remember it. 
 
Hubert Parry’s Elegie for Organ was written in 
March 1918, 7 months before his death. It is Parry’s 
final composition. The manuscript is held by the 
Bodleian Library but it remained unpublished until 
March 2018. The Great War had a tremendous 
effect on Parry. His vision for the Royal College of 
Music was that it would produce musicians who 
would play a full role in society, so in his eyes it was 
the duty of young men to fight.  



  

At the same time, the slaughter of so many of his 
young musicians caused him great distress. That 
distress is clearly evident in his Elegie for Organ 
where, through the final 17 bars of the piece, the 
pedal arpeggios seem to me to be the heart-beat of 
a dying soldier, gradually becoming less rhythmic 
and less strong. Or, perhaps the arpeggios 
represent the sound of the guns gradually dying 
away and represent Parry’s desire for peace. Sadly, 
he died on 7th October 1918 so he never lived to 
see the armistice.  
 
I’d like to draw these ‘Notes’ towards their close by 
stretching the definition of C19th English Literature 
to include lines from ‘Autumn’ by Henry Longfellow 
in which the poet draws together the themes of 
music and remembrance: 
 

Where Autumn, like a faint old man, sits down 
By the wayside a-weary. Through the trees 
The golden robin moves; the purple finch, 
That on wild cherry and red cedar feeds, 

A winter bird, comes with its plaintive whistle, 
And pecks by the witch-hazel, whilst aloud 

From cottage roofs the warbling blue-bird sings; 
And merrily, with oft-repeated stroke, 

Sounds from the threshing-floor the busy flail. 
 

O what a glory doth this world put on 
For him who, with a fervent heart, goes forth 
Under the bright and glorious sky, and looks 

On duties well performed, and days well spent! 
For him the wind, ay, and the yellow leaves 
Shall have a voice, and give him eloquent 

teachings. 
He shall so hear the solemn hymn, that Death 

Has lifted up for all, that he shall go 
To his long resting-place without a tear. 

 
Finally, a reminder: in my last few ‘Notes’, I’ve 
asked if anybody would be prepared to offer to play 
the piano during the distribution of communion, 
once in a while – it doesn’t need to be every 
Sunday. If we could establish a rota of 4, it would 
only be once a month. If anybody felt that they 
would like to take on some of this playing, do please 
let me know. I’m still awaiting offers! 
 
Thank you, again, for all your kind words and 
encouragement: your love and support is hugely 
appreciated 
 
My best wishes to you all - take care and stay safe 
 

Richard Bennett 
Director of Music 

 
 
 

 
                                 

16 Days of 

Activism against 

Gender based 

violence 

The Global 16 Days 

Campaign, launched 

by the Centre for Women’s Global Leadership 

at its first Women’s Global Leadership 

Institute in 1991, has been used worldwide 

to call for the elimination of gender-based 

violence. It is run annually from November 

25 (International Day against Violence 

against Women) to December 10 

(International Human Rights Day).  

Mothers’ Union is part of this campaign which 

affects 1 in 3 women around the world and 1 

in 5 men – very sobering statistics. On 5th 

December we will be holding a Global Day of 

Action with lots of social media activity, a 

special time of prayer at 11.30am and at 

8.00pm a Global ‘No more 1 in 3’ service, 

both on the MU Facebook page. 

The Diocese ‘At Home’ service on 6th 

December will cover this subject too – Bishop 

Olivia, the Bishop of Reading will be 

preaching – and it is planned that MU 

members will participate in this service. 

We are also being encouraged to write to our 

MPs about the current Domestic Abuse Bill 

which has failed to protect anyone with 

insecure immigration status and ignored 

matters of faith. 

The current pandemic has made this 

situation much worse with no government 

preparing for the impact that lockdowns 

would have on all forms of domestic abuse. 

Whilst refuges could not take in new families 

for fear of Covid-19, women were also not 

able to ask for help as they were cooped up 



  

with their abuser all the time. The statistics 

of a possible increased death toll over the 

past months are not yet known and the cost 

of the mental anxiety suffered by so many is 

immeasurable.  

Please join with me during these 16 days in 

praying for an end to all forms of gender 
based violence.                                                       

 
Alison Bennett  

01869 343760 
 
 
 

CHURCH GARDEN 
 

 
 
The clocks have been put back, there is a chill in 
the mornings and everywhere orange and russet 
leaves are blowing about and settling in every 
corner. Pumpkins, squash and marrows have 
replaced the bright green produce of summer in the 
shops. Scarves, gloves and warm coats have been 
pulled out of cupboards. The nights are drawing in 
and perhaps the central heating is turned on. 
November is not my favour month. I feel a bit sad 
that summer sunshine has gone for this year and 
we are facing 6 months of northern hemisphere 
winter.  
 
But there really is no need to feel gloomy. Although 
I love the sun, I appreciate the changing seasons. I 
even eat differently in the winter. Lots of homemade 
chunky soups and hearty stews (with dumplings!) I 
would miss the variety if I lived in a tropical climate 
where the seasons are more ‘wet or dry’ and the 
days and nights are the same length. There are 
many who do find winter hard, but the very best 
thing to do is to get outside and get active. Which 
brings us back to gardening! 
 
November is the time to put the garden to bed, to 
tuck it up in a warm blanket and let it sleep. Winter 
is rest and recuperation time for many plants. They 
cannot continue in active growth.  

Seeds have been set and distributed and now they 
shed their leaves and may completely disappear 
underground preserving energy stores. But hidden 
from sight, there is much activity, and very soon we 
will see little shoots of spring bulbs emerging. This 
is the time to feed the soil. The old idea of feeding 
the plant is outdated. Our major resource is a 
healthy soil and this follows on from a good balance 
of bacteria, fungi and microorganisms. What our 
soil needs is not chemical granules but organic 
compost. Homemade compost is the best source of 
microorganisms.  It is these unseen elements which 
allow the plants to take up nutrients. This is the time 
to spread a thick layer of compost on the earth after 
cutting back and removing dead and rotting stems. 
The compost will help retain moisture and warmth 
as well as protecting tender plants. I leave dahlias, 
agapanthus and begonias in the soil but cover them 
with a thick layer of compost, forest bark or 
cardboard and an upturned flower pot to keep it all 
in place. Big sheets of cardboard or torn up pieces 
can be used to cover soil as a weed suppressant. 
The worms will work on it during winter and take the 
valuable carbon back into the soil. So much more 
efficient than the councils recycling.  
 
Raking leaves is brilliant exercise for those who can 
do it, but I have found a clever leaf grabber which 
makes light work of the job. The leaves can then be 
put into plastic sacks, moistened if very dry, tied up 
and put in a corner and forgotten about until they 
have become leaf mould and ready to return to the 
garden. Caring for our garden is caring for our world 
and each of us can make a difference. 
 
Now is the time to check the garden for self-sown 
seedlings and pot these up for replanting in the 
spring. In my garden, I have forget-me-nots, 
foxgloves, euphorbias, hellebores and aquilegias. 
New plants can also be quickly made by dividing big 
clumps of phlox, hostas, and asters. This is also a 
good time to divide irises. Nothing much can be 
sown now apart from broad beans, but chard and 
kale will continue to crop all winter.  
 
By the end of the month, in addition to all the berries 
on trees other plants will be coming into flower. 
Look out for ivy, Christmas rose, Christmas box and 
autumn cherry. All provide food for pollinators. 
 
Last year, a large number of daffodils were planted. 
Sadly, due to lockdown, many of you did not see 
them. I would like to plants some more bulbs this 
year. If anyone could donate any bulbs, perhaps as 
a personal memory, I am very happy to do the 
planting. Please leave for me in the Church porch.  
 

Best wishes 
Jane 



  

 
 
11th November 2020, also known as Armistice Day, 
marks 102 years since the end of the First World 
War, with a range of tributes and commemorations 
set to take place across the country over the next 
few weeks.  
 

Every year in November, the nation marks the wars 
that have scarred our past and the bravery of the 
men and women who fought them. Remembrance 
Sunday and Armistice Day, which fall on Sunday 
November 8 and Wednesday November 11 this 
year, offer us all a chance to remember not just 
those who fought, but what they fought for.    
 

Armistice Day commemorates the signing of the 
armistice between the Allies and Germany at 11am 
on 11 November 1918 - the eleventh hour of the 
eleventh day of the eleventh month. Although 
hostilities continued in some areas, the armistice 
essentially brought an end to four years of fighting 
in the First World War.  
 

In Britain, it is tradition to pause for a two minute 
silence at 11am on November 11 to remember 
those killed in the two world wars and the British 
servicemen killed or injured since 1945.  
 

The armistice was signed in Ferdinand Foch's 
railway carriage in the remote Forest of 
Compiègne, north of Paris, at 5am on 11 November 
1918, and came into force at six hours later, at 
11am. (Incidentally, in 1940 Hitler forced the French 
to sign an armistice on German terms in the same 
railway carriage.) French military commander Foch 
was in charge of leading the negotiations and 
signing the agreement which made it impossible for 
the German army to recommence fighting.  
 

The Treaty of Versailles, signed six months later, 
acted as the lasting peace treaty between the 
nations.  The armistice forced the Germans to 
evacuate invaded countries and territories within 
two weeks. They also had to surrender a significant 
amount of war material, including five thousand 
guns, 25,000 machine guns, 1,700 planes. 
Germany, exhausted by war and with a nation of 
hungry citizens, reluctantly accepted the terms. 

Remembrance & Covid-19 
 

 
 
The Festival of Remembrance, traditionally held at 
the Royal Albert Hall and attended by the Queen 
and her family, will not go ahead in its usual format 
due to the current Covid-19 restrictions and social 
distancing guidelines. 
 

This year, the Royal British Legion, together with 
the BBC, is creating a pre-recorded programme 
that will be broadcast on BBC One on Saturday 
November 7. Staff, volunteers and members of the 
public will not be able to attend the filming of the 
event. 
 

The National Service of Remembrance at the 
Cenotaph usually takes place on Remembrance 
Sunday. This year, only members of the Royal 
family, international leaders and armed forces 
veterans will be allowed to attend the service. 
 

In line with the latest Covid-19 rules, the annual 
Remembrance Sunday March Past the Cenotaph, 
which usually sees up to 10,000 people take part, 
has been cancelled. Instead, the Royal British 
Legion is encouraging people to mark the day at 
home by watching the service on TV and observing 
the two minute silence at home or on their 
doorsteps. 
 

Our traditions 
 

Silence 
 

 
 
The first Remembrance Day in Britain and the 
Commonwealth was held in 1919. However, 
Australian journalist Edward George Honey is 
originally thought to have proposed the idea of a 
two-minute silence in a letter published in the 
London Evening News in May 1989. 



  

King George V later issued a proclamation calling 
for a two minute silence, it said: "All locomotion 
should cease, so that, in perfect stillness, the 
thoughts of everyone may be concentrated on 
reverent remembrance of the glorious dead." 
 

Poppies 
 

 
 
In the spring of 1915, shortly after losing a friend in 
Ypres, Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, a 
Canadian doctor, was inspired by the sight of 
poppies growing in battle-scarred fields to write the 
now famous poem In Flanders Fields. It describes 
the poppies that grew over the graves of the fallen 
soldiers; he is said to have written it after attending 
the funeral of his friend Lieutenant Alexis Helmer, 
who died in the Second Battle of Ypres. 
 

In Flanders' fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 

We are the dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders' fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe; 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high, 

If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders' Fields. 
 
His poem moved American teacher Moina Michael 
who began making and selling silk poppies to 
friends to raise money for the ex-service 
community. Before long, poppies made their way to 
the UK and became the symbol of the Royal British 
Legion when it was formed in 1921.  The first ever 
'Poppy Appeal' in the UK that year raised over 
£106,000 for war veterans.  

The following year, a poppy factory was set up by 
Major George Howson MC, giving jobs to disabled 
former servicemen.  
 
The bright red poppy is regarded as a resilient 
flower, which managed to flourish despite fields 
being destroyed by war.  
 
Some people say you should wear the poppy on 
your left side, so it is worn over the heart. The left is 
also where military medals are worn. Others say 
only the Queen and Royal Family are allowed to 
wear a poppy on the right, which is an urban myth. 
But a Royal British Legion spokesman said there is 
no right or wrong side, "other than to wear it with 
pride". 
 

Poppies in 2020 
 

 
 

Poppies are available from late October when the 
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal launches. Street 
collectors sell them all over Britain up until 
November 11. The public buys nearly 45 million 
poppies each year. 
 
This year, the Poppy Appeal has had to adapt to the 
threat of Covid-19, as many of the poppy collectors 
are unable to carry out face to face collections. 
From displaying a poppy in your window to donating 
online or posting a poppy to your neighbour, the 
Royal British Legion is encouraging members of the 
public to support the appeal in new ways, while 
following the Covid-19 rules.  
 
The net income from the appeal goes to the Royal 
British Legion Benevolent Fund and armed forces' 
dependents, veterans and those bereaved.  
 
The poppies are made at the Poppy Factory in 
Richmond, Surrey, and in 2019, more than 40 
million poppies were distributed by 40,000 
volunteers. 

 



  

 

St Andrew’s Day 
 

 
 

Patronal Eucharist 

Monday 30th November  

7.30pm 
 

Preacher 

The Rt Revd Olivia Graham 

Bishop of Reading 

 

 
The Animal Purple Poppy Fund 

 

 
 
The purple poppy is often worn to remember 
animals that have been victims of war. It was 
created in 2006 by the charity Animal Aid as a way 
to commemorate animals which served during 
conflicts as the charity viewed that they had been 
the forgotten victims of war. Approximately eight 
million horses and donkeys died during the First 
World War. It was created to be worn alongside red 
or white poppies. Animal Aid continued to sell the 
purple poppy with proceeds going to them until 
2015 when they replaced the symbol with an 
enamel purple paw badge.  

The purple poppy symbol was subsequently picked 
up by the Murphy's Army charity in 2016 and 
continued to be sold by them. 
 

Animals like horses, dogs and pigeons were often 
drafted into the war effort, and those that wear the 
purple poppy feel their service should be seen as 
equal to that of human service. 
 

In contemporary service, most animals in United 
Kingdom military service are military working dogs, 
particularly in the 1st Military Working Dog 
Regiment.  
 
 

 
 
 
The War Horse Memorial is the first national 
memorial dedicated to the millions of UK, 
Commonwealth and Allied horses, mules and 
donkeys lost during The Great War. It pays tribute 
to the nobility, courage, unyielding loyalty and 
immeasurable contribution these animals played in 
giving us the freedom of democracy we all enjoy 
today, and signifies the last time the horse would be 
used on a mass scale in modern warfare. 
 
It consists of a larger than life bronze horse 
standing on a 3m high stone plinth created by the 
British sculptor Susan Leyland. In essence it is 
much more than a memorial, as it affords the 
opportunity to create and expand on on-going 
fundraising initiatives, and become a lasting legacy 
for the nation. 
 
It was officially unveiled on Friday June 8th 2018. 
Our emblem is a purple poppy which we consider 
fitting as it has previously been adopted to honour 
animal victims of conflict. National Animal Day, on 
August 23 each year will become an annual way of 
raising funds for our chosen charities. 
 
The memorial is located on the major Ascot 
roundabout opposite Heatherwood Hospital and 
Car Park 1 of Ascot Racecourse. 



  

 


