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From the Vicar…… 
Unbelievable. Unprecedented. Exceptional. 
Unparalleled. Inconceivable. Unimaginable. 
Unthinkable.  These are all words which we have 
heard used in the last few months as the world and 
the UK have come to terms with Coronavirus and 
its impact on world health, our NHS, our 
communities, our relationships with one another 
and how we are as Church (in every sense of the 
word). 
 

In St John’s wonderful account of the first Easter 
we read, “Mary Magdalene went and announced to 
the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’!”  And those 
disciples might have used any of those words. 
Unbelievable. Unprecedented. Exceptional. 
Unparalleled. Inconceivable. Unimaginable. 
Unthinkable.   
In Lewis Carroll’s Alice through the Looking Glass, 
Alice encounters the Red Queen at the chess board 
and the following exchange take place: 
 

"I can't believe that!" said Alice. 
"Can't you?" the Queen said in a pitying tone. "Try 
again: draw a long breath, and shut your eyes." 
Alice laughed. "There's no use trying," she said: 
"one can't believe impossible things." 
"I daresay you haven't had much practice," said the 
Queen. "When I was your age, I always did it for 
half-an-hour a day.  
Why, sometimes I've believed as many as six 
impossible things before breakfast." 
 

I suppose that is how a lot of people see Christians. 
We are people who practise believing impossible 
things, and one of the most impossible is that on 
the third day after Jesus had been brutally 
executed, he rose from the dead. 
 

The New Testament doesn't give us a series of 
arguments to persuade us this is what happened. 
It gives us stories. It tells us how the disciples 
discovered the empty tomb and how on several 
occasions, both individually and in groups, they met 
the risen Jesus. It tells us about the complete 
change in the disciples when they lost their fear and 
began to share with anyone who would listen the 
good news that Jesus had risen from the dead. The 
best evidence that something quite remarkable had 
happened is probably the birth of the church itself, 
and the new life that Christians began to live. What 
was it that kick-started the early Christian 
movement so that it spread like wildfire through the 
major cities of the ancient world, from Jerusalem to 
Rome? Something put new heart into the followers 
of Jesus, after his death on a cross had left them 
scattered and defeated. 

What that something was, the Christians described 
in the best way they could. They wanted people to 
know that Jesus had really and publicly died on a 
cross. People in Jerusalem had seen him die, and 
when his body was laid in the tomb they could see 
that he really was dead. They also knew that the 
tomb was sealed with a great stone. But, two days 
later, his disciples began to speak about what they 
had experienced in a completely new way. Some 
told how they had gone to the tomb and found it 
open; others spoke of 'appearances' in which they 
had met Jesus. The resurrection account in the 
Gospel of John talks about both: Peter and John 
find the tomb empty and Mary Magdalene meets 
Jesus in the garden. 
 
It is not just in our time that people have rejected 
this as impossible. We only have to think of 
Thomas’ reaction. Of course there is no virtue in 
believing impossible things for the sake of it - Alice 
knew that even if the Red Queen didn't. But the 
earliest Christians, like Christians all down the 
years, found it impossible to say that Jesus was 
dead. Their testimony was, as the whole New 
Testament shows us, that he was alive and with 
them in all that they did. They knew that Jesus 
being alive was something God had done, an act of 
new creation as powerful and wonderful as the 
creation of life itself. 
 
What the Red Queen tells Alice to do is to believe 
in impossible things. Of course, that won't work, but 
Christians have found that the resurrection of Jesus 
changes our ideas about what is possible. If Christ 
is risen it is possible that death is not the end but 
the beginning of life; if Christ is risen it is possible 
that the wrong and the harm we have done to 
ourselves and other people can and will be 
forgiven; if Christ is risen it is possible that good is 
stronger than evil, love is stronger than hate, and 
life is stronger than death. It is even possible that 
we will emerge from the pandemic as a nation, a 
Church, a community and individuals, transformed 
and changed for the better. 
 
For Christians this it at the heart of our faith not 
because we believe these things are possible but 
because we believe they are true.  
 
My very best wishes to you for a blessed Holy Week 
and a very happy Easter! 

 

Fr Darren 
 
 



  

Christian Aid Week 
10th – 16th May 2020 

 

 
 

'Let us love, not in word or speech but in truth 
and action' (1 John 3.18) 

 

Christian Aid is an international development 
organisation that works with local partners and 
communities to fight injustice, respond to 
humanitarian emergencies, campaign for change, 
and help people claim the services and rights they 
are entitled to. 
 

Christian Aid has for more than 70 years provided 
humanitarian relief and long-term development 
support for poor communities worldwide, while 
highlighting suffering, tackling injustice and 
championing people’s rights. 
 

Every year more than half the money raised in 
Christian Aid Week comes from house to house 
collections. But this year, because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, there can be no house-to house 
collections. The poorest people in the world are no 
less needy than before, though, and the 
coronavirus will affect them the hardest of all. 
 

Rather than taking part in the usual house-to-house 
collection, please consider whether you would like 
to undertake a sponsored fundraising event, which 
could be anything from a baking challenge to a 
sponsored walk. It is likely that your event would 
need to be held later in the year when social 
restrictions associated by COVID-19 have eased. 
The main thing is to raise money so that Christian 
Aid can continue with their vital work. 
 

More on this next month. 
Nigel Voak 

 

 

April Flag News 

April 21st 
Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen -  

Union Flag 
 

April 23rd 
St George's Day -  

The George 
Tim Cadel 

 

LENT CHARITY 2020 

 
Restore is an Oxfordshire-based mental health 
charity that supports people to take control of their 
recovery, develop skills & lead meaningful lives. We 
offer recovery groups, training & employment 
coaching to make this possible.  
 

Mental illness affects one in four of us in our 
lifetime, but people can & do, recover. 
 

Restore is one of the longest-established & most 
highly-regarded community rehabilitation services 
in the UK. Founded in 1977, we are part of a 
partnership of local mental health organisations 
with a commitment to helping people to recover, 
stay well & participate in & contribute to the life of 
our county. Who do we work with? 
 

We work with anyone who feels their mental ill-
health is having a substantial & long-term negative 
effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day 
activities. Mental health issues can include 
psychotic illnesses (such as schizophrenia and 
bipolar disorder), depression & anxiety disorders. 
 

Vision 
Working towards a time when people with mental 
ill-health are fully empowered to live meaningful 
lives. 
 

Mission 
Providing recovery & coaching support to people 
with mental ill-health while working with the whole 
community to reduce the stigma associated with 
mental illness. 
 

Values 
Recovery – Enabling people to recover from mental 
illness & manage their own mental health & 
wellbeing 
Support – Providing the opportunities to help 
ourselves & each other 
Hope – Offering a positive future where everyone 
can fulfil their potential 
Empowerment – Helping people to believe in 
themselves & what they can achieve 
Respect – Accepting without judging as each 
person is unique 
 

You can send a cheque payable to St Andrew’s if 
you would like to support Restore in the current 
climate or contact Fr Darren for our parish bank 
account details if you would like to make an on-line 
donation. 



  

Notes from (a different) Organ Bench 
 

 
 
I concluded last month’s Notes from the Organ 
Bench by saying: 

As I set off to take the regular Friday evening 
Choir Rehearsal I note that it is still light – the 
days are lengthening and Spring is on its way. 

 

Little did we know what else was ‘on its way’. Of 
the 5 Sundays in March, the first 2 were quite 
normal, the middle Sunday was set in the time warp 
between normality and the coronavirus shut down 
and the final 2 Sundays have been spent in Home 
Worship. At this point I should like to thank Fr 
Darren, Fr Tim and Mthr Jenn for their sterling 
efforts in putting together our wonderful resources 
for Home Worship. 
 

So, you may well ask, what does an organist do 
when there is no Sunday Service at which to play? 
It is a fair question! Some years ago, I was lucky 
enough to purchase a digital, home organ for 
practice purposes. So, on a Sunday morning, I play 
the service at home; the voluntaries, the hymns, 
the Mass setting and the anthem. You see, that is 
what I do!  
 

For as long as I can remember, I’ve been going to 
church on a Sunday morning and singing the 
wonderful repertoire of music composed for 
Worship. I think it started when I was 6. My elder 
brother had just joined the choir at Canterbury 
Cathedral when he was 8 and I joined the Parish 
Church choir at St John the Baptist, Margate. The 
church had a fine 3 manual organ and the choir 
consisted of 12 men and 18 boys (plus 
probationers) all under the charge of Mr George 
Vesey, the organist.  
 

George was an interesting man. He lived at The Old 
Forge in Holly Lane, Cliftonville – just a few doors 
away from Kristine Keeler! He had started life as a 
market gardener but had been forced to change 
career when he developed a severe pollen allergy. 

He was a fine musician and was pivotal to much of 
the musical life on the Isle of Thanet. 
 

In my mind’s eye I can still visualise the head 
chorister: he had a wonderful voice as did his father 
who sang tenor. His surname was Dale – I 
remember that because we all got into trouble for 
laughing while rehearsing the ‘Spring Carol’ from 
Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of Carols which 
contains the word, ‘the deer in the dale, the sheep 
in the vale’. I cannot remember his Christian name 
though. 
 

After two years at St John’s, I joined my brother at 
Canterbury Cathedral where I remained until Easter 
1966 but I’ll tell you all about that next time! 
 

Back in Oxfordshire, much of the work of the 
Director of Music is clear and visible on a Sunday 
morning but there is also a great deal that goes on 
behind the scenes which is less clear and less visible 
even if, as it is, it is just as important. This work 
continues even though we are currently subject to 
a, hopefully brief, hiatus. There are the hymns, 
anthems and voluntaries to be chosen all to be 
relevant to a particular service and, in normal times, 
a good deal of practice to ensure that everything is 
ready at the right time. As we prepare for Holy 
Week and Easter, that work continues as I prepare 
the musical resources for Home Worship. Of course, 
we also have no idea when we will be able to return 
to our normal pattern of Sunday worship and we 
need to be ready for that moment. 
 

Finally, much of the organ music that I play, I have 
learned in the past few years: I am always looking 
to expand my repertoire. Currently I am trying to 
perfect Pietro Yon’s Toccatina for Flutes. This piece 
was a particular favourite of my mother and I 
purchased the music while I was still at school, from 
Forward’s Music Shop, Palace Street, Canterbury in 
November 1970. I am not sure why I have never 
learnt it before; perhaps exams got in the way.  
Anyway, I shall do my best to ensure that it is ready 
for you to enjoy when we can all be together again 
one Sunday, quite soon, I hope. 
 

In the meantime, please take care, stay safe and I 
hope you enjoy the musical resources for our Home 
Worship. 
 

My best wishes to you all.  
 

Richard Bennett 
Director of Music 

 
 
 



  

UPDATE ON THE  
MATHIESON MUSIC SCHOOL, KOLKATA 

 

 
 

In January this year we made our 4th visit to the 
Mathieson Music School in Kolkata, founded for 
children from very poor or difficult backgrounds – 
readers of the Norman Arch may remember articles 
we have written in previous issues. As on our other 
trips we spent 10 days there, joining in with a 
variety of activities. We never quite knew from one 
day to the next what we might be asked to do, but 
we prepared a few ideas before we left England and 
we’re getting more experienced in adapting quickly 
once we’re there!  
 

One of the new developments at the school is that 
they have an organic vegetable garden. The aim is 
to teach the children about nurturing the plants and 
the school kitchen will be able to use the produce 
to save buying so many vegetables at the local 
market. One of the ‘ponds’ behind the school has 
been dredged and stocked with young fish, which 
will add nutritious food to the children’s diet. We 
had an outing one day with some of the school staff 
to a nearby tree nursery, and bought around 40 
saplings – some decorative, and to provide shade, 
but also several varieties of mango and lemon. This 
may sound a lot, but cost only £20! Token tree-
planting pictures below; the children did the rest 
when the weather was a bit cooler. 
 

 

 

 
 

The school is still a building site, as the picture 
below shows. It was sad to hear from the founder 
of the school, our friend Anup Biswas, that there 
had been much less progress with the new building 
than there should have been: a project supervisor 
has now been appointed to help things forward. 
However, the ground floor ‘shell’ is complete & it 
was wonderful to be able to use the spaces for 
classroom teaching, music events & gatherings. On 
our first visit in 2016 we were in cramped 
classrooms; but by last year these had been taken 
over as dormitories, so the teaching was done on 
the veranda with just a thin curtain partition 
between adjacent classes. Now the pupils can 
concentrate much better! 
 

 
 

A much bigger sadness for the school at present is 
that there are no girls (apart from one day student). 
A West Bengal Government ruling came into force 
last summer stating that in co-educational schools 
with boarders, the girls must have a hostel in a 
separate compound, away from the boys’ hostel. 
Because the classroom block is so far behind 
schedule, the new dormitories are yet to be built; 
so at a day’s notice the Mathieson School had to 
send all their girls away, and were given no time to 
find places for them to stay so that they could 
attend as day pupils. It was very distressing for the 
girls, as they come from very disadvantaged homes 
& many of them would not be adequately fed or 
looked after. For the older girls (in the 15-16 age 
group) the likelihood was that any family they might 
have would not think it worth sending them to 



  

school as they could be ‘married off’ to save the 
families having to feed them. Some of these girls 
were on the cusp of preparing for the equivalent of 
GCSEs & had ambitions to continue their education 
afterwards; the school community had been their 
‘family’ for up to 10 years & they have been 
devastated by the loss of this. In one case, the 
mother of a younger girl lost her job as a 
housemaid because her employers did not want her 
to bring her child with her, thus making life even 
more precarious for them. The school has tried to 
keep contact with the girls & find good ways 
forward for them; some are now going to school 
elsewhere. 
 

The Mathieson School Trustees have been working 
very hard to try to get the girls’ hostel funded & 
built as soon as possible, so that the girls can return 
to the school. Quite apart from improving the 
prospects of girls, the music-making – one of the 
things which gives this school its special nature - 
will be enriched by their presence. It has been very 
difficult to maintain the orchestra when half the 
players had to leave, & the choirs have also been 
affected by losing so many of the soprano voices. 
It will be too late for the older girls, but there is a 
chance of getting some of the younger ones back 
into school to try to regain some of the ground they 
will have lost.  
 

Although there is still some way to go with the 
funding, a start has been made on the girls’ hostel. 
While we were there a new architect was appointed 
for that building after submitting his design plans. 
There was also a ceremony to lay a foundation pillar 
at the site, shown in the pictures below. Nicholas 
and I were privileged to be asked to add a brick, 
along with the school’s founder Anup Biswas, a 
senior Trustee, the headmaster, & various 
representatives from staff & pupils. 
 

 
 

Bikash, one of the youngest boys in the school, 
completed the pillar 

 
 

The completed pillar after being blessed and 
garlanded 

 

 
 
Brihaspati is the sole girl pupil; she is able to attend 
daily lessons as her mother lives quite near the 
school & her brother is also there. She had 
composed some prayers as part of the blessing 
ceremony. Some of the flower petals were 
scattered on the site for the building, behind the 
pillar – the water will have to be drained before 
construction can begin. 
 

Once again we were uplifted by what is being 
achieved here on such a shoestring budget, despite 
all the difficulties the school has faced. The pupils 
continue to delight us with their friendliness & 
progress made. Each year we have wondered 
whether we will be able to go again (due to stamina 
and age factors, & now the uncertainty about how 
Coronavirus may continue to affect travel) but we 
know that we will go on hoping it will be possible. 
 

If anyone would like to know more about the 
school, do ask us, or look at their Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/mathiesonmusicschool
kolkata 
 

Nicholas and Edith Coulton 
 

 



  

Mission of the Month 

 
In previous reports there have been many 
examples of MSF providing medical help and relief 
in war-torn areas and major disasters. However, 
the current COVID-19 worldwide emergency 
dictates a very different pattern. Even the health 
care systems in many more advanced nations are 
under extreme pressure as the disease progresses. 
There is also concern about areas of the world 
which already have groups of people in precarious 
environments such as the homeless, those living in 
refugee camps in Greece or Bangladesh, or conflict-
affected groups in Yemen or Syria. 
 
Western nations with supposedly advanced health 
care are as much at risk as the third world. MSF is 
currently working, for example, in Belgium, France, 
Italy, and Hong Kong, supporting hospitals and 
assisting with technical advice and planning as well 
as more direct medical assistance. 
 
This is all in addition to MSF’s already widespread 
work in many countries, treating the victims of war 
and natural disaster. Their staff are facing 
restrictions on travel and supply problem with many 
basic necessities such as masks, swabs and gloves. 
The MSF website looks very different today than it 
did a year ago, with a large proportion of the 
material dedicated to their response to COVID-19. 
 
Our donation will continue to support all MSF’s work 
throughout the world, but the present situation 
means that we ourselves and our European 
neighbours are just as much at risk and likely to 
need their help as any of the less developed world. 
 

Richard Gledhill 
 

 
Art at St Andrew’s 2020 

 

Oxfordshire Artweeks organisation have cancelled 
our county wide exhibition for this year. While this 
is a huge disappointment to our artists, volunteers 
and visitors, it is in line with government guidance 
on non-essential contact. We will now be promoting 
Artweeks as a ‘virtual’ festival and there will be 
more information on this in the next issue of the 
Parish Magazine. 

Julie Ifill 

 
Mothers’ Union Bible Study 
Meetings have naturally been suspended until we 
are allowed to meet again in small groups. We are 
keeping in touch with each other by phone and 
letters and emails – not everyone is on-line. We are 
happy to expand this group during this difficult 
time. Do let me know (see phone number below) if 
you would like to join us. We are still studying the 
Bible on our own and are committed to praying for 
each other, the local community and the wider 
world. The self-isolation enforced upon us means 
that we all have much more time to pray.  
 

Prayer 
Prayer is transformational and makes a huge 
difference to the lives of individuals and 
communities.  In addition to prayer requests that 
can be made through our clergy, Mother’s Union in 
this diocese has an emergency prayer chain that 
you can access via www.muoxford.org.uk On the 
left hand side of every page you will see 3 large 
blue circles – the bottom one is labelled ‘Emergency 
Prayer Chain’. By clicking on it you can complete a 
form and know that prayers will be said by many 
people. If you are unable to access the internet and 
would like to make a prayer request, then do call 
me on 01869 343760 and I will make sure that it 
reaches the praying group who are scattered 
throughout the diocese.  
 

Here is a prayer that Mothers’ Union have written 
for the current situation that you may find useful.  
 

Loving Lord, we pray for your love and 
compassion to abound as we walk though this 
challenging season. 
We ask for wisdom for those who bear the load  
of making decisions with widespread 
consequences. 
We pray for those who are suffering with sickness  
and for all who are caring for them. 
We ask for protection for the elderly and 
vulnerable to not succumb to the risks of virus. 
We pray for misinformation to be curbed that fear 
may take no hold in hearts and minds. 
As we exercise the good sense that you in your 
mercy provide, may we also approach each day in 
faith and peace, trusting in the truth of your 
goodness towards us.  
Amen. 

Alison Bennett  
01869 343760 

http://www.muoxford.org.uk/


  

A Churchwarden’s Musings 
 

 
 
I was called to the role of churchwarden in April 
2018 in succession to Helen Small following a 
surprise invitation from Fr Darren to stand for 
election. My appointment was officially confirmed 
at the Visitation Service held at Christchurch 
Cathedral, Oxford in June 2018.  Churchwardens 
are sworn into office by the Diocesan Registrar (in 
wig and gown) and are directly accountable to the 
Bishop of Oxford.  We are the Bishop’s officers with 
wands of office which at St Andrew’s are on display 
and in use every Sunday. 
 
At the time many people considered I was brave in 
accepting the position which may be interpreted in 
many ways. It is a very interesting one and, at 
times, challenging. Learning “on the job’’ is an 
essential requirement for the wide range of 
activities involved and there is always scope to slip 
up at times! 
 
The challenge is compounded by my full-time 
employment, which, when I began was more 
flexible and easier to adjust around the 
requirements of being a churchwarden than has 
subsequently been the case. 
 
The role involves much more than setting up the 
Parish Eucharist of a Sunday morning. It includes 
attendance on funerals, baptisms, and school 
services.  Also there is automatic membership of 
the PCC, Parish Share meetings, the Missions 
Committee, the Headington Parish Charity and 
FOSAC. It involves general church security, building 
& churchyard matters, pastoral concerns, & latterly, 
rather poignantly, the shared honour of 
representing the congregation at the last Sunday 
Eucharist before the virus shutdown. 
 
Because of the current crisis the role has evolved 
into one of maintaining contact with parishioners. 
It is about gently reassuring them during very 
difficult times that they are not forgotten. With 
assistance, fellowship and worship is maintained in 
an early church form at home by various means.  

Through the work of the clergy at St Andrew’s this 
will continue with God’s blessing and guidance, and 
will nourish and strengthen our communal walk 
together with Christ as the cornerstone of our Faith. 
 
During these very difficult times I offer my prayers 
for all the clergy, congregation and members of the 
Headington community - for peace, good health, 
God’s blessings, and the hope of Jesus Christ for 
the life of the world to come. 
 

Malcolm Nichols 
Churchwarden 

 

 

CHURCH GARDEN 
APRIL 

 

 
 
We plough the fields and scatter the good seed on 

the land, 
but it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand. 

 

Before you wonder if I have gone a bit of a ‘March 
Hare’ I do know that we usually sing this in 
September, at harvest time, not in April. But this is 
the time of year when the important business of 
seed sowing takes place. April is also well known 
for soft, short ‘April showers’. Hopefully, not the 
downpours we had in February. 
 

As I write this, I am thinking very much of the 
changes we are all going to have to make as a 
result of this pandemic. However, we must keep our 
spirits strong and think of finding ‘opportunity in 
adversity’. Today’s ‘Times’ informs us that 
‘exercising outdoors and gardening [is] associated 
with the highest level of exhilaration’. In these 
difficult times, this is important. We can all get 
involved in some way. Can I suggest you sow some 
seeds? Gardening and growing things is a 
wonderful, enjoyable and fun activity.  
 



  

Even the smallest space can be used to grow some 
beautiful and useful plants. Windowsills are great 
for germinating seeds, growing herbs and maybe 
even some chilli peppers. Many people grow 
tomatoes in growbags on a patio, but it’s also easy 
to grow delicious new potatoes or perhaps some 
french beans or courgettes in bags too. If you 
planted a few potatoes now you would be eating 
them in about 12 weeks! Vegetables can be grown 
amongst flower boarders or shrubs. Black kale and 
rainbow chard look good and crop all winter, 
spinach is fast growing and highly nutritious. 
Annual flowers are easy, bright and produce 
masses of blooms until the frosts. I personally like 
Nicotiana, scented Stocks and Nigella.  Most packs 
of seeds provide far too many plants for one home 
but all gardeners enjoy swopping plants. Could I 
suggest ‘the one pack of seeds’ challenge? I would 
like you to grow a single pack and offer your excess 
plants to fellow gardeners. It’s a win-win for all! 
 

The Church garden is now embracing spring. The 
daffodils are blooming and I hope they will give you 
much pleasure. I love to see the nodding heads, 
and the range of yellows and shapes of the 
trumpets. The trees are pale green with young 
leaves and plants are finally emerging from the soil. 
There are also beautiful pale yellow primroses 
coming up, there can never be to many! The best 
time to divide them is just after flowering. In my 
garden, I spotted a small clump of violets that were 
planted by my grandmother over 50 years ago. 
‘April Violets’ were her favourite scent and I 
remember how I used to buy her a cologne or talc 
at Christmas. Just seeing those little flowers has 
triggered so many happy memories. Perhaps your 
garden has some ‘Memory plants?’ I usually come 
into church by the west entrance, and look forward 
to seeing the beautifully pruned wisteria start to 
develop its fat flower buds and week by week, I 
watch them grow and then burst open into the 
spectacular lilac flowers. As the days lengthen and 
become warmer, please do come and enjoy the 
Church garden. It is so much more that a route into 
Church. Do come and wander about, look at our 
beautiful trees and plants, enjoy the peaceful calm 
and sit on our wooden bench in the sun. And don’t 
forget to admire the beauty of the Church itself. 
 

Wisterias are dramatic plants often developing into 
huge, gnarled old plants. Some plants have better 
colour than others so these are worth propagating. 
It’s very easy and fool proof! Find a long low 
growing stem and make a small nick with a knife 
about 12 inches from the end. Bend the stem to the 
ground (or a compost filled flower pot) and put the 
bit that is damaged under the soil with a stone on 

top to keep it down. Imagine is a ‘U’ shape and the 
bottom bit is where the new roots will grow from. 
It should remained attached to the main plant. 
Leave for about 6 months and then gently have a 
look to see if it has rooted and then pot on. This 
technique is called ‘layering’ and can be done with 
many climbers – for example, Honeysuckle, 
Clematis, Jasmine and also many other shrubs 
which may have low flexible shoots.  
 

 
 
 

The Church Garden Working Party will probably not 
have taken place due to ‘social distancing’ but the 
garden still grows and needs care. If anyone feels 
that they could offer some time or a commitment 
to look after an area please let me know and it can 
be done at your convenience. I would love people 
to volunteer to tend a particular area or do a 
specific job. Suggestions include dividing and 
replanting snowdrops, keeping the areas by the 
front porch tidy and lots of love is needed by the St 
Andrew’s Lane side.  
If you would like to take my ‘one pack of seeds’ 
challenge and would like some help, please contact 
me. I have lots of packs of seed if anyone wants 
some. Please do email me or leave me a note in 
Church. Let’s encourage and support each other 
and enjoy a renewed closeness to God’s creation. 
 
Happy gardening! 

Jane 
jane.shepherd1955@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jane.shepherd1955@gmail.com


  

A Dragon, a Damsel & a Knight 
 

 
 
St George and the Dragon (1470) 
by Paolo Uccello 1397-1475 
The National Gallery 
 
I 
Not my best side, I’m afraid, 
The artist didn’t give me a chance to 
Pose properly, and as you can see, 
Poor chap, he had this obsession with 
Triangles, so he left off two of my 
Feet.   I didn’t comment at the time 
(What, after all, are two feet 
To a monster?) but afterwards 
I was sorry for the bad publicity. 
Why, I said to myself, should my conqueror 
Be so ostentatiously beardless, and ride 
A horse with a deformed neck and square hoofs? 
Why should my victim be so 
Unattractive as to be inedible, 
And why should she have me literally 
On a string?  I don’t mind dying 
Ritually, since I always rise again, 
But I should have liked a little more blood 
To show they were taking me seriously. 
 
II 
It’s hard for a girl to be sure if 
She wants to be rescued.  I mean, I quite 
Took to the dragon.   It’s nice to be 
Liked, if you know what I mean.  He was 
So nicely physical, with his claws 
And lovely green skin, and that sexy tail, 
And the way he looked at me, 
He made me feel he was all ready to 
Eat me.   And any girl enjoys that. 
So when this boy turned up, wearing machinery, 
On a really dangerous horse, to be honest, 
I didn’t much fancy him.   I mean, 
What was he like underneath the hardware? 

He might have acne, blackheads or even 
Bad breath for all I could tell, but the dragon -  
Well, you could see all his equipment 
At a glance.  Still, what could I do? 
The dragon got himself beaten by the boy. 
And a girl’s got to think of her future. 
 
III 
I have diplomas in Dragon 
Management and Virgin Reclamation. 
My horse is the latest model, with 
Automatic transmission and built-in 
Obsolescence. My spear is custom-built, 
And my prototype armour 
Still on the secret list.  You can’t 
Do better than me at the moment. 
I’m qualified and equipped to the 
Eyebrow.  So why be difficult? 
Don’t you want to be killed and/or rescued 
In the most contemporary way? Don’t 
You want to carry out the roles  
That sociology and myth have designed for you? 
Don’t you realise that, by being choosy, 
You are endangering job-prospects 
In the spear and horse-building industries? 
What, in any case, does it matter what 
You want?  You’re in my way. 
 

Not My Best Side by U.A. Fanthorpe 
 
Paolo Uccello, born Paolo di Dono, was a 
Florentine painter and mathematician who was 
notable for his pioneering work on visual 
perspective in art. 
 

 

WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE 2020 
 

 

14th – 17th September 
 

Approx. £170 half board (not including transport) 
 

More details next month 
 



  

 
Easter Garden 2019 
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April Readings 
 
5th April  Palm Sunday 
Palm Gospel   
Old Testament Isaiah 50.4-9  
New Testament Philippians 2.5-11 
Passion Gospel Matthew 26 & 27 
 
12th April  Easter Day 
Old Testament  Jeremiah 31.1–6 
Psalm   118.14-24 
New Testament Acts 10.34–43 
Gospel   Matthew 28.1-10 
 
19th April  2nd Sunday of Easter 
Old Testament Acts 2: 14, 22-32 
Psalm   16 
New Testament 1 Peter 1.3-9 
Gospel   John 20.19-end 
 
26th April  3rd Sunday of Easter 
Old Testament Acts 2.14, 36-41 
Psalm   116 
New Testament 1 Peter 1.17-23 
Gospel   Luke 24.13-35 

 

 

 

 

 

 


