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WELCOME 
 

Welcome to Saint Andrew’s. Worship has been offered on this site since at least the 
twelfth century. 
 

In the Church’s Year we are in Advent which marks the beginning of the new year in 
the church.  Our Gospel readings this coming year will focus on St Luke. 
 

Advent is a time of expectant waiting and preparation. It anticipates the coming of 
Christ from three different perspectives. Since the time of Bernard of Clairvaux 
(d.1153) Christians have spoken of the three comings of Christ: in the flesh in 
Bethlehem, in our hearts daily, and in glory at the end of time. The season offers the 
opportunity to share in the ancient longing for the coming of the Messiah, and to be 
alert for his Second Coming. 
 

In every Eucharist we remember with thanksgiving the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ - and the giving of himself to us today under the forms of bread and 
wine, which are for us his body and blood. 
 

In this central act of Christian worship, as the bread and wine are brought before 
God, so we offer ourselves to him, bringing to him our joys and sorrows, our 
thanksgivings and concerns.  When we receive Holy Communion, we receive Christ 
himself, and, thus nourished, go out into the world to live our Christian lives in the 
service of others.  
 

This celebration of the Eucharist follows the modern language form of Order One 
from Common Worship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front Cover: St John the Baptist by El Greco (c.1600),  
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. 
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The musical setting for the Eucharist is Franz Schubert’s “Deutsche Messe”. 
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The Gathering 
  

Organ Voluntary   Choral Prelude on 'Merton' 
David Thorne (b.1950) 

 
 
 Processional Hymn 

  

Hark! a herald voice is calling: 
'Christ is nigh,' it seems to say; 
'cast away the dreams of darkness, 
O ye children of the day!' 
 

Startled at the solemn warning, 
let the earth-bound soul arise; 
Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 
 

Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 
comes with pardon down from heaven; 
let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
one and all to be forgiven; 
 

So when next he comes with glory, 
and earth’s final hour draws near, 
may he then as our defender 
on the clouds of heaven appear. 
 

Honour, glory, virtue, merit, 
to the Father and the Son, 
with the co-eternal Spirit, 
while unending ages run. 

Words: Trans. E. Caswall (1814-1878) 
Tune: Merton 

 
 

The Greeting 
+In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
  
 Grace, mercy and peace  
 from God our Father 
 and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
All and also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The lighting of the Advent candles 
 

On the Sundays of Advent we light the candles on the Advent Wreath at the 
 start of the service. Today the second candle is lit: 

 

 The glory of the Lord will be revealed; 
All And all shall see the saving power of our God. 
 
 The night is far spent, the day draws near; 
All The light of the Lord has dawned, 
 shattering the darkness. 

 
 
The president introduces the service 

 
Prayer of Preparation 

 

All Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, 
 all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you, 
 and worthily magnify your holy name; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

 A period of silence is introduced in which all call to mind their sins. 
 

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
 we have sinned against you 
 and against our neighbour 
 in thought and word and deed, 
 through negligence, through weakness, 
 through our own deliberate fault. 
 We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 who died for us, 
 forgive us all that is past 
 and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
 to the glory of your name. 
 Amen.
 



 

  

  
 The president says the prayer of absolution,  
 and all respond 
 

All Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 

 The people remain standing as the president introduces  
a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’. 

  

 The Collect is said 
 

 O Lord, raise up, we pray,  
 your power and come among us,  
 and with great might succour us; 
 that whereas, through our sins and wickedness  
 we are grievously hindered in running the race that is set before us,  
 your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us;  
 through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
 to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory,  
 now and for ever. 
 

All Amen. 
 
 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
 

 First Reading  Malachi 3.1–4 
 

 A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi. 
 
 Thus says the LORD God: See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the 
 way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
 The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight – indeed, he is coming, 
 says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who 



 can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 
 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of 
 Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the 
 LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
 pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord.   
All Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 Canticle    Benedictus 

 

 
  

 
 

 

  

 
  
  
 



 Second Reading   Philippians 1.3–11 
  

 A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians. 
 

 My brothers and sisters, I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly 
 praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your 
 sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.  I am confident of this, that 
 the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the 
 day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because 
 you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in 
 my imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel. For God is 
 my witness, how I long for all  of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And 
 this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge 
 and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of 
 Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of 
 righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord.   
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 Gradual Hymn 
 

 On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry 
 announces that the Lord is nigh; 
 come then and hearken, for he brings 
 glad tidings from the King of kings! 
 

 Then cleansed be every Christian breast, 
 and furnished for so great a guest! 
 Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 
 for Christ to come and enter there. 
 

 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
 our refuge, and our great reward. 
 Without thy grace our souls must fade  
 and wither like a flower decayed. 
 

 Stretch forth thine hand, to heal our sore, 
 and make us rise, to fall no more; 
 once more upon thy people shine, 
 and fill the world with love divine. 
 

 All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
 whose advent sets thy people free, 
 whom, with the Father, we adore,  
 and Spirit blest, for evermore. 

Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749) 
Tune: Winchester New 

 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Acclamation 
 All turn to face the Gospel reader who sings 

 
 The congregation sings 

 
A sentence of Scripture is sung, and all repeat the Alleluia 

  
 
 Gospel Reading   Luke 3.1-6 
  

 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

 + Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler 
of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during 
the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son 
of Zechariah in the wilderness.  He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written 
in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, ‘The voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every 
valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the 
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

Sermon 
Fr Darren 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Liturgy of Holy Baptism 
 

 Presentation of the Candidate 
 

 Rory’s parents and godparents stand before the congregation. 
 Fr Darren addresses the whole congregation 
 

 Faith is the gift of God to his people. 
 In baptism the Lord is adding to our number  
 those whom he is calling. 
 People of God, will you welcome Rory and uphold him 
 in his new life in Christ? 
 

All With the help of God, we will. 
 
 
 Fr Darren then says to the parents and godparents 
 

 The Church receives Rory with joy.    
 Today we are trusting God for his growth in faith.  
 Will you pray for him, 
 draw him by your example into the community of faith,  
 and walk with him in the way of Christ? 
 

 With the help of God, we will.  
  
 In baptism Rory begins his journey in faith.  
 You speak for him today.  
 Will you care for him,  
 and help him to take his place  
 within the life and worship of Christ’s Church? 
  

 With the help of God, we will. 
 
 

 The Decision 
 

 Fr Darren addresses Rory through his parents and godparents. 
 

 In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
 To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.  
 Therefore I ask: 
 

  Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
 I reject them. 
 

 Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
 I renounce them. 
 

 Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 
 I repent of them. 
 

 Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
 I turn to Christ. 



 Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
 I submit to Christ. 
 

 Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 
 I come to Christ. 
 
 

 Signing with the Cross 
 

 Fr Darren uses holy oil (the Oil of Baptism) to make the sign of the cross on 
 Rory's forehead 
 

  Christ claims you for his own.  
 Receive the sign of his cross. 
 
 His parents and godparents also sign Rory with the cross.  
 

 Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified. 
 

All Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ 
 against sin, the world and the devil, 
 and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 
 

  May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, 
 restore in you the image of his glory,  
 and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ.  
All Amen. 
 
 
 The Procession moves to the font 
 

 
 Prayer over the Water 

 

 Water is poured into the font. 
 

 Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
All who keeps his promise for ever. 
 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

 We thank you, almighty God, for the gift of water 
 to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life………………. 
 

 …………….to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
 be all honour and glory, now and for ever.  
 

All Amen. 
 
 

  
 
 



Profession of Faith 
 

 Fr Darren addresses the congregation 
 

  Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess 
 together with Rory the faith of the Church. 
 

 Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
 

All I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
 

All I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
  

 Baptism 
 

 Rory Thomas Emmett,  
 I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
All Amen. 
 
 

 Fr Darren anoints Rory with the Oil of Chrism 
 

  May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, 
 pour upon you the riches of his grace, 
 that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people 
 you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, 
 and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory.  
All Amen. 
 
 
 



 Giving of a Lighted Candle 
 

 Fr Darren presents one of Rory’s godparents with his Baptismal candle. 
 

  God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
 and has given us a place with the saints in light. 
  You have received the light of Christ; 
 walk in this light all the days of your life. 
 

All Shine as a light in the world 
 to the glory of God the Father.  
 
 

 Commission and Welcome 
 

 Fr Darren welcomes Rory into the life of the Church. 
 

 There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: 
 Rory, by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body. 
 

All We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 
 we are children of the same heavenly Father; 
 we welcome you. 
 
 We welcome Rory with a round of applause. 
 

 
Banns of Marriage 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 We stand as the president introduces the Peace,  
 and says 
 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All and also with you. 

 
 

Preparation of the Table 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 
 

 Hymn at the Offertory   
 

The advent of our God 
with eager prayers we greet, 
and singing haste upon the road 
his glorious gift to meet. 
 

The everlasting Son 
scorns not the Virgin's womb; 
that we from bondage may be won 
he bears a bondsman's doom. 
 



Daughter of Zion, rise 
to meet thy lowly King, 
let not thy stubborn heart despise 
the peace he deigns to bring. 
 

In clouds of dazzliong light, 
as Judge he comes again, 
his scattered people to unite 
with him in heaven to reign. 
 

Let evil flee away 
ere that dread hour shall dawn, 
let this old Adam day by day 
the new Man all put on. 
 

Praise to the Incarnate Son, 
who comes to set us free, 
with Father and with Spirit One, 
to all eternity. 

Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749) 
Tune: St Thomas 

 
 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

 
 The president praises God for his mighty acts and all respond 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
  
 The people sit or kneel as the president recalls the Last Supper. 
 
 

This acclamation is used during Advent 
 

 Christ is the bread of life: 
All When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
 we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
 until you come in glory. 
 
 
 The Prayer continues and leads into the doxology, 
 to which all respond boldly 
All Amen. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

All Our Father,  
 who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Breaking of the Bread 
 

 The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 

 We break this bread 
 to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 
 because we all share in one bread. 
 
 
 The Agnus Dei is sung 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  
 
 The invitation to Communion is given 

 

This is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world; 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper: 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 
 

Giving of Communion 
 All baptised Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion at St 
 Andrew’s. If you do not wish to receive communion you are welcome to receive 
 a blessing. 

 
 

During Communion 
 “Träumerei” from Kinderszenen, Op.15, No.7 

Robert Schumann (1810-1856) 
 



Choir Anthem 
 On Jordan's Bank  

Arr. Malcolm Archer (b.1952) 
 Words are verses 1-3 and 5 of the gradual hymn 

 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

 The president says the post communion prayer,  
 and all respond 
 

All Amen. 
 

This prayer is said. 
 

All Almighty God, 
 we thank you for feeding us 
 with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
 to be a living sacrifice. 
 Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
 to live and work to your praise and glory. 
 Amen. 

 
 
 
 Hymn 
 

 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; 
 behold the King of glory waits! 
 The King of kings is drawing near; 
 the Saviour of the world is here. 
 

 O blest the land, the city blest, 
 where Christ the ruler is confessed! 
 O happy hearts and happy homes 
 to whom this King in triumph comes! 
 

 Come then, O Saviour, and abide, 
 our hearts to thee be open wide; 
 may all thy inward presence feel, 
 to all thy grace and love reveal. 

Words: George Weissel (1590-1635) 
Tune: Gonfalon Royal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Dismissal 
 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 

 

The president gives the blessing, 
  and all respond 
 

All Amen. 
 
  The dismissal is given 
 

  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All  In the name of Christ. Amen. 





 Final Voluntary   Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme   
Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1748) 

 
 

 
 

SAINT ANDREW’S  
CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 
 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR 
 

SUNDAY 5th DECEMBER 2021 
11am – 2.30pm 

 

“A Christmas Carol” 
A Victorian Christmas Fair 

(Wrap up warm!) 
 

Artisan Stalls, Santa’s Grotto, BBQ, Raffle, 
Music, Face Painting, Children’s Craft 

Activities. 
 

Entrance – adults £1, children free 
 
 

 
 
 

 
ST ANDREW’S BOAT 

 

 
 

The boat will be out in church on 
5th & 12th December. 

 
We ask that unwrapped gifts, for all ages, 
and also toiletries be placed in the boat on 

those Sundays. 
 

These will be distributed by the Salvation 
Army for Christmas. 

 

 

 

Young Church 

 
Young members of St Andrew’s are welcome to join us 

on Sundays at 10.00am for teaching and activities. 
 

Please do speak to Fr Luke if you are interested in 
helping or if you have any questions. 

 

 



Notices 
 

Christmas Cards – if you are able please take a bundle of parish cards today for 
distribution in the next few days (even if it is not your area). 
 

Christmas Flowers – donations are now very welcome. There is a plate in the 
baptistery and at the back of church. 
 

Gluten Free – if you need to receive a gluten free wafer at Holy Communion please 
inform one of the churchwardens or clergy. 
 

Foodbank – donations can be placed in the boxes outside the church room. 
 

 
TOM 

The next Tea on Monday is on 13th December, 3.00 – 4.30pm in the church room.  
All welcome for tea, cakes and a chat.    

 
 

NEW!  ‘Knit and Natter at TOM’  
Come and join in with knitting for charity or bring your own project.   

Everyone welcome including those who crochet and sew.   
 
 

Can you help?  We are making blankets for Howard House and would welcome 
knitted or crocheted 6” squares – any pattern or style!  Please help yourself to wool 
from the back of church and leave any completed squares in the box.  Thank you! 

 

If you would like to know more or be involved,  
please call Helen Small on 07944 981493. 

 


 

Friends of Saint Andrew’s Church 
 

Village Christmas Carols & Readings 
 

Sunday 12th December 
6pm 

 
 

 
 

Followed by Mulled Wine and Mince Pies  
 

Tickets £5 for adults (on the door) 
Children free 

 
 

 
 

FESTIVAL OF LESSONS & CAROLS 
 

Sunday 19th December 
4pm 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
4pm Children’s Nativity Service 

11pm Midnight Mass 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
8am Eucharist 

10am Festival Eucharist 
 



 
Coronavirus  We recommend that face-coverings are worn. 
 

    You can only sing if you are wearing a mask.  
 

    Holy Communion will remain in one kind. 
 

 
 

This Week 
 

Monday  Nicholas, bishop, c.326 
9.00am  Morning Prayer 
9.30am    Eucharist   
5.00pm  Evening Prayer 
6.30pm  Christian Medical Fellowship Carol Service 
 
Tuesday  Ambrose, bishop, teacher, 397 
9.00am  Morning Prayer 
5.00pm  Evening Prayer 
 
Wednesday The Conception of Our Lady 
9.00am  Morning Prayer 
10.00am    Eucharist   
5.00pm  Evening Prayer 
 
Thursday   
9.00am  Morning Prayer 
5.00pm  Evening Prayer 
7.30pm  Eucharist 
   
Friday   
9.00am  Morning Prayer 
 
 



 
 

Vicar  Fr Darren McFarland   

  761094 / 07773 772610
vicar.headington@gmail.com 
The vicar’s day off is Friday. 
 

Curate Fr Luke Norman     
  07707 866062 
  frluke.headington@gmail.com 
  The curate’s day off is Saturday. 
 

Associate  Mthr Jenn Strawbridge    
Priest  07578 296948 
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